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The question to be answered in this weeks lesson is this:  Do the New Testament writers teach that the law of God – the Ten Commandments as recorded in Exodus 20 – is of perpetual and eternal obligation?  The answer is YES.  The case for this conclusion is so irresistible and clear that it is a very clear point by the New Testament Bible writers.  Below a few of these evidences will be presented.

First we need to understand that the main reason that those outside of the Seventh-day Adventist church - who do not wish to acknowledge the Seventh-day Sabbath - often teach that all Ten Commandments are no longer of obligation to Christians in New Testament times.  This is the main reason for throwing out the whole law. Take note:
“And as the claims of the fourth commandment are urged upon the people, it is found that the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath is enjoined; and as the only way to free themselves from a duty which they are unwilling to perform, many popular teachers declare that the law of God is no longer binding. Thus they cast away the law and the Sabbath together. As the work of Sabbath reform extends, this rejection of the divine law to avoid the claims of the fourth commandment will become well-nigh universal.” 
                                                                              GC 587

Second we need to understand that many persons in reading the New Testament wrongly interpret the inspired writers statements about the moral law and the ceremonial law.   The moral law of the Ten commandments is eternal, the ceremonial law that pointed forward to the life and sacrifice of Christ was temporary and its requirements ended when Christ poured out His precious blood on Calvary’s cross.  Please note carefully again:

 “There are many who try to blend these two systems, using the texts that speak of the ceremonial law to prove that the moral law has been abolished; but this is a perversion of the Scriptures. The distinction between the two systems is broad and clear. The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing to Christ, to His sacrifice and His priesthood. This ritual law, with its sacrifices and ordinances, was to be performed by the Hebrews until type met antitype in the death of Christ, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. Then all the sacrificial offerings were to cease. It is this law that Christ "took . . . out of the way, nailing it to His cross." Colossians 2:14. But concerning the law of Ten Commandments the psalmist declares, "Forever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven." Psalm 119:89. And Christ Himself says, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law. . . . Verily I say unto you"--making the assertion as emphatic as possible--"Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." Matthew 5:17, 18. Here He teaches, not merely what the claims of God's law had been, and were then, but that these claims should hold as long as the heavens and the earth remain. “THE LAW OF GOD IS AS IMMUTABLE AS HIS THRONE. It will maintain its claims upon mankind in all ages.”  PP 365
  Let us examine some texts in the New Testament that speak of the moral law:

Romans 3:31 “Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.”

This verse is found in the book of Romans.   There is no question here that Paul is referring to the moral law. See Romans 7:7 and Romans 13:8-10 Paul is very clearly upholding the moral law here in the book of Romans. 

Now let us look at the book of Hebrews: In Hebrews 8:10 Paul quotes the Old Testament promise that God would write His law in our hearts and minds. When you take the context of the book of Hebrews - Paul upholds the 7th day Sabbath and also the institution of marriage. Both of these: Sabbath keeping and the marriage relation are guarded and protected in the law of God – the Ten Commandments. Take note:

“For He spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all His works.”  Hebrews 4:4

“There remaineth therefore a rest ( rest in the margin: the keeping of a Sabbath) to the people of God.”  Hebrews 4:9

Paul here is clearly upholding the 7th day Sabbath in the book of Hebrews.

Then turn to Hebrews 13:4 and you will see that he upholds the institution of marriage.  Thus in the context of the book of Hebrews the law - that God is to write on our hearts is the same unchangeable Ten Commandment law that was given to His people in Old Testament times.

Now let us turn to the book of First John where he states: 
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4

What law is John speaking of?  Answer: the moral law. Proof:

In 1 John 3:15 he states: “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.”

In 1 John 5:21 he states: “Little children keep yourselves from idols.” 

The commandment forbidding murder is from one of the last 6 commandments which explain our duty to our fellowman and the commandment that forbids idolatry is from one of the first 4 commandments that explains our duty to God. Thus clearly in the context of 1 John he is speaking of the Ten Commandments from Sinai.

  “In regard to the claim that the Sabbath commandment is not moral as the other nine, but ceremonial, it needs only to be said that there is no statement to that effect in the whole Bible, and it would involve its advocates in the most serious difficulty.”  P. 75 Facts of Faith by Christian Edwardson

  “The new Christian institutions of baptism and the Lord’s supper are clearly taught in the New Testament. We can point to the chapter and verse where they are commanded. Then why should not so important an institution as a new Christian rest day be mentioned? To this there can be but one answer: The silence of the New Testament as to any change of the weekly rest day is an indisputable evidence that no such change was made till after the New Testament canon was closed.”  Ibid. page 94

The case is clear – and the above is a tiny bit of evidence – compared to the great mountain of proof that God’s law is still binding now in New Testament times and will be such forever.  May God give you my dear friend and reader of these notes grace to remain faithful to our wonderful Lord Jesus and His law. Especially in the very near future when Sunday keeping in direct contradiction to God’s plain command will be urged upon the whole world.  May God keep you faithful till the end!
Compiled by Elder Kent Millard
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