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Lesson #1: The Book of James, Lesson 1 
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Structure of Chapter One 

 Introduction  Verse 1 

 The Prayer of Faith Verses 2-11 

 Enduring Tests  Verses 12-18 

 Doers of the Word Verses 19-27 

 

Our focus this week will be on verses 2-11, The Prayer of Faith 

Introduction 

Verse 1:  

“James” 

James the half-brother of Jesus is the author of this inspired book. As Mark wrote, “Is not this the carpenter 

[Jesus], the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here 

with us? And they were offended at him.” Mark 6:3 These brothers and sisters were the children of Joseph from a 

previous marriage. Joseph’s first wife dies and then he marries Mary. Paul affirms that James was the half-brother 

of Jesus, saying, “But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.” Galatians 1:19 

 

“Servant” 

According to Acts 12:17 and Acts 15:13, it seems evident that James, the brother of Jesus, was the head elder of 

the church in Jerusalem. He presided over the Council in Jerusalem concerning the dispute over circumcision.  

 

Knowing that James, the brother of Jesus, played such an important role in the early church, he could have 

addressed himself at the “head elder” or some other high title, but he does not. He refers to himself as “a servant 

of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.” The word for “servant” is the same word for “slave.” Therefore we could 

conclude that (1) James had received the humility of Jesus, and (2) that the role of a leader in the early church was 

one as a servant. Leadership is not about power, rather it is about service to others.  

 

“Twelve Tribes” 

While the principles, lessons, and truths contained in the book of James are for all Christians, both Jews and 

Gentiles, James does address this book “to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.” Elsewhere in 

the book he seems to refer to those with Jewish descent. In 2:21, he says, “Was not Abraham our father justified 

by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?” The reference to Abraham as our “father” is a very 

Jewish saying. But James does not seem to be writing to unconverted Jews, but to those who have accepted Jesus 

as the Messiah. As James writes, “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ…. Blessed [is] the man that 

endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to 

them that love him…. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 

waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.” 

James 1:1, 12; 5:7. In these verses, and in other verses, we find an ongoing reference to Jesus as the Lord.  
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“Scattered abroad” 

The ten tribes of Israel had been dispersed by the invasion of the Assyrians. The tribes of Judah were dispersed by 

the invasion of the Babylonians. The Jewish nation had become a scattered nation. At the time of the early 

church, the Jewish people remained scattered throughout the world.  

 

But God was to turn this dispersion into good. Because the Jewish synagogues were scattered among the nations, 

the early believers were able to find synagogues to preach the good news about Jesus as the Messiah. While most 

Jews did not accept Jesus as their personal Savior, thousands did accept Him. Through these early Jewish converts 

the gospel spread quickly throughout the ancient world.  

 

The Prayer of Faith, Verses 2-11 

Verse 2 

“My brethren” 

If you want to teach someone about prayer or Bible truths, how should you relate to them? James teaches us to 

see each other as a brother or sister in Christ. In fact, James uses the term “brethren” fifteen times in his epistle. 

Tragically in our world, men like to set up hierarchies. But in God’s true church we are all brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  

 

“Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.” 

The word “count” means to “consider” or to think about the joy of being a follower of Christ. Peter wrote, 

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 

happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 

revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the 

spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.” 1 

Peter 4:12-14. Notice again what Peter said, “If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye.” 

 

I remember losing a temporary job for sharing Christ. As I thought about the incident, I was glad that I shared 

Jesus even though it cost me my job. I remember being treated different by church leaders because of my 

association with great reformers of our church, like Elder Ron Spear and Dr. Colin Standish. But I would never 

trade in those precious years to be better liked and treated by church leaders. I count it a true blessing to have 

worked with these reformers. Of course, these incidents are nothing compared to the persecution that the early 

Christians faced because of their expressed faith in Christ.  

 

But as they “counted” the cost and thought about the trials they faced due to their faith in Jesus, they counted it 

all joy to know Jesus. If persecution, trial, and tribulation were the cost of following Jesus, they would gladly bear 

it to know Him and to share in His sufferings. 
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“Joy” 

The term “joy” in this passage is a pure joy. No trial will diminish their faith, hope, and love for Jesus. They have 

embraced the promise “that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28.  

 

Commonly associated with pure joy are things like trust, patience, understanding, assurance, and courage. If we 

did not trust Jesus would our joy be diminished? Certainly it would be. How about having patience and assurance 

in God’s promises? If we lacked in these things would it affect our joy? I believe it would.  

 

“When we fall in diver temptations” 

This phrase is not referring to falling into sin. Certainly we are not to be joyful in sinning, rather we can rejoice in 

the varied challenges that test our faith. Some of these varied challenges can come in the form of having to 

defend the truth when her champions are few, or when we face other tests and trials. 

 

Any and every challenge can make us better and not bitter. We can learn to become more loving, forgiving, 

understanding, and patience with each trial. 

 

Verse 3 

“Knowing” 

If we remain faithful to God in our trials, we will experience spiritual growth. We will learn and “know” the truth 

that the trying of our faith develops patience.  

 

“Faith” 

It is not simply the trying and testing of our doctrines, but the trying of our faith and dependence upon Christ. 

When we are brought in various tests and trials it will show whether we are trusting in and leaning upon God for 

strength and guidance.  

 

“Patience” 

With each victory we become more steadfast, gaining confidence in Him who has called us to “live godly in this 

present world.” Titus 2:12 

 

Learning to trust and wait upon the Lord in one of the greatest Christian virtues, and God will allow us to go 

through various tests and trials to learn trust, patience, and faith in Him. 
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Verse 4 

We can see in this verse that patience is key to the perfection of character. In fact, “patience” or “perseverance” is 

key to remaining faithful in the great test ahead of us. As it describes God’s saints in the end of time, “Here is the 

patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Revelation 

14:12. 

 

We clearly need patience to keep the commandments perfectly. We need patience to exhibit the faith of Jesus. 

The “perfect work” of patience is to make us complete in Christ, whereby we are not lacking in any Christlike 

characteristic. 

 

Verse 5 

“If any of you” 

No matter where you are in your Christian experience, you may ask of God and He will guide you. If you seek 

wisdom you will receive wisdom. Wisdom from above will enable us to understand the principles of God in a 

deeper and broader way. We will be better able to discern God’s will for our life.  

 

“Let him ask” 

However, to receive wisdom we must ask for wisdom. In addition, we must play our part in asking for the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit and then take the time to read and study truth with a willingness to obey. 

 

“God, that giveth” 

Wisdom indeed comes from God, who will guide and bless every searcher for truth. God is not only holy and 

living, but He is also very giving.  

 

Verse 6 

“In faith.” 

When we ask for wisdom we must believe that God will grant our request. If we doubt God’s love and care, then 

we find ourselves upon a vast sea with tossing waves, not knowing where we will end up. But if you want clear 

direction, and if you want to be on that steady course that leads to eternal life, then you must trust that God will 

guide you and strengthen you. 
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Verse 7 

“Not that man.” 

The man who has no real faith in God is not mentally prepared to receive an answer to his prayers. The tragedy is 

that his doubt is all the more confirmed when he sees his request denied. But God in His mercy will do all that He 

can to help this faithless man to have faith. For to give a faithless man all that he asks is to make him all the more 

self-centered.  

 

Verse 8 

“Double minded” 

Those who are “doubled minded” are trying to serve two masters. They know they should consecrate all to the 

Lord, but they still want to maintain some worldly features. A person that is “double minded” is not stable in his 

relationship with Christ. One day he trusts the Lord, the next day he doubts God’s love and protection.  

 

If a man is unstable in his prayer life, not knowing whether to fully trust God or not, is a man that becomes 

unstable in other areas of his life. An unstabled prayer life leads to an inconsistent life in other areas like—lifestyle 

choices, associations, his thoughts and feelings, and his devotional time. 

 

Verse 9 

“Of low degree” 

The brother in “low degree” is someone who may be facing poverty and even a loss of his job. No doubt James 

knew members who lived in very humble situations with very little of this worlds goods. They may have even lost 

their jobs for taking stand for truth. Such a situation may cause someone to doubt God’s love and protection.  

 

However, if someone has faith in Christ even though he faces economic hardships, he is indeed very rich. I do not 

have much of this world’s good, but someone said to me the other day, “Jeff, you are very rich.” What did he 

mean? He meant that I was so blessed by having such a beautiful family that loves the Lord. 

 

“Exalted” 

We will be exalted when we are winged to heaven and find our home in the New Jerusalem. But we are highly 

exalted now in our connection with Christ. If we have in our hearts the love of Jesus and the faith of Jesus, we are 

of all people most blessed. It matters not how many things we acquire in this world. What matters is whether we 

have receives the riches of Christ’s character in the life.   
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Verses 10, 11 

“The rich” 

In contrast to the economically poor brother, there is the “rich” brother.” Here the “rich” brother is to rejoice, not 

in his riches, but in his faith in Christ. There were those also in the church who had great means. They were 

equally blessed in bearing reproach for Christ’s sake. 

 

“In that he is made low” 

We can praise God that the “rich” brother was also made low in receiving the humility of Christ. He could now see 

that his riches could help further the work of the gospel. Like Nicodemus, many who had means gave sacrificially 

to help the work move forward.  

 

But as the flower fadeth so will our wealth. We need to make sure that we give sacrificially to help with the 

finishing of the work, so that our wealth does not fade away and become useless. 

 

So let us be men and women of a strong prayer life whereby we trust fully in the Lord. May we seek that which is 

eternal and will never fade away. Whether we be poor or rich, let us continue to address one another as 

“brother” and love one another as Christ loves us. Let us do all that we can to further the work of God, whether 

that comes in the form of talents, time, or means.  

 

Metro New York Sabbath School Notes prepared by Pastor Jeff Wehr 
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