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Structure of Chapter Two 

 Respect for Others   Verses 1-13 

 Faith Without Works is Dead  Verses 14-26 

 

Our focus this week will be on verses 14-26, Faith Without Works is Dead 

Verse 14 
“What doth it profit…?” 

What does it profit a man in terms of eternality to say he has faith, but his life lacks the evidence of a pure 

religion? Can a man be saved who has only an intellectual ascent to truth but does not show the fruit of the Spirit? 

The answer is “No!” 

Verses 15, 16 
Let us take for example a brother that lacks sufficient clothing. He comes to you for help and your church is able 

to supply his need. But instead of helping him you send him on his way and tell him that God will supply his need. 

Is this kind of faith worthy anything? The answer is “No!” Faith without works is neither beneficial to the believer, 

nor is it beneficial to those who are hurting and in need of help. 

Verse 17 
A person may have faith in all the right doctrines but if his Christian experience is only intellectual in nature, then 

his faith is dead. For faith to be alive it must be accompanied by the works of the Spirit. 

Verse 18 
Some teach that they are saved by faith alone. Actually we are saved by grace through faith.  As Paul wrote, “For 

by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8 

The grace of God is the power of God. Through the power of God we are able to do all that God asks. God calls us 

to be the light of the world and the salt of the earth. This can only be accomplished by ministering unto the needs 

of others by the love of Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit. If we choose not to shine and we lose our 

saltiness, then our faith is good for nothing.  

So we are not saved by either faith or works, but by grace through faith. Nobody is going say in heaven that they 

are there because of their faith, nor will some say that they are there because of their works. We will all say that 

we are in heaven because of the grace of God.  

Even so, James is making a very important point. A man may say that he is saved by his faith, but if he lacks good 

works, then he shows that he truly does not have faith in the power of God. But the man who demonstrates every 
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day that God is working through him to make a positive difference in the lives of others, is truly the man who has 

faith in the power of God. 

Verse 19 
It is a blessing to have a correct understanding of the one true God. However, the devils are also very aware that 

there is the one true God, and they tremble at the thought of standing before him in the judgment. How about 

you? Have you ever thought about standing before the judgment seat of God? Do you think that by simply 

believing that He exists that you will find entrance into heaven? 

Verse 20 
Do you really want to know what constitutes a true and saving faith? It is this, that you faith must be accompanied 

by works. You are not saved by faith and works. Rather, your works demonstrate that you have a living faith.  

 

Verse 21 
Abraham believed that through his miracle son, Isaac, that he would be the father of a great nation. When God 

asked Abraham to offer his son Isaac, he still believed that through Isaac he would be the father of a great nation. 

With every stick he picked up for the altar was an act of faith through works. Binding the hands of Isaac was works 

of faith that demonstrated Abraham’s faith is God’s promise and power. Hence, Abraham demonstrated his faith 

in God through his works of faith.  

Verse 22 
Can you see how faith and works go together? If we continue to live by faith, following in the footsteps of Jesus, 

we will see the perfecting of our faith.  

Verse 23 
Before he had a son, Abraham believed in God’s promise of having a son. By offering Isaac according to God’s 

command, his faith was not lessened, but perfected. This act of faith was credited to Abraham’s account in 

heaven. His trust in God and his obedience to God’s commands made him the friend of God.  

Verse 24 
When we first come to Christ by faith we are justified. We are forgiven of our sins and stand justified before God 

as if we had never sinned. But to remain justified, a man must now live by faith. It is his faith in the sanctifying 

influence of the Holy Spirit that a man must now live the transform life of good works that glorify God in all things. 
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The born again person has become a new creation; the repentant sinner now has a new heart. And the evidence 

of a new heart is a changed life. It is a new life in Christ that is made manifest in a life of loving service and 

obedience to God’s will. 

Verse 25 
Rahab was not a Hebrew, nor a life-long servant of God like Abraham. In fact, she was a harlot. But she had heard 

of the one true God, and the Holy Spirit worked upon her heart and led her to believe in the God of heaven and 

earth. She had a golden moment to demonstrate her faith in God by helping the Hebrew spies to escape. What 

did she do? She helped the servants of the one true God, because she truly believed in the God of Israel.  

Verse 26 
Works are to faith as breathe is to the body. If the breathe is gone the body dies. So it is with faith. If there are no 

works of faith, then faith will die. 
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