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Luke 21:36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.
We continue today to look at the importance of our constant communication with God, and our
faithful trust in Him. As parents, given the responsibilities that we have, we cannot, must not
allow the slightest separation from our Father in Heaven.
Listen to AA 564.1
Prayer is heaven's ordained means of success in the conflict with sin and the development of
Christian character. The divine influences that come in answer to the prayer of faith will
accomplish in the soul of the suppliant all for which he pleads. For the pardon of sin, for the Holy
Spirit, for a Christ like temper, for wisdom and strength to do His work, for any gift He has
promised, we may ask; and the promise is, "Ye shall receive." {AA 564.1}
This continued connection will deliver the victory we are so much in need of.
The world that Satan has claimed and has ruled over with cruel tyranny, the Son of God has, by
one vast achievement, encircled in His love and connected again with the throne of Jehovah.
Cherubim and seraphim, and the unnumbered hosts of all the unfallen worlds, sang anthems of
praise to God and the Lamb when this triumph was assured. They rejoiced that the way of
salvation had been opened to the fallen race and that the earth would be redeemed from the curse
of sin. How much more should those rejoice who are the objects of such amazing love! {Mount of
Blessing, Chap. 5 - The Lord's Prayer, page 104.2}
Amazing love indeed! The knowledge of that love must be passed on to our children. They must
be taught to develop an unwavering connection to their Father in Heaven.
At family worship let the children take a part. Let all bring their Bibles and each read a verse or
two. Then let some familiar hymn be sung, followed by prayer. For this, Christ has given a model.
The Lord's Prayer was not intended to be repeated merely as a form, but it is an illustration of
what our prayers should be--simple, earnest, and comprehensive. In a simple petition tell the Lord
your needs and express gratitude for His mercies. Thus you invite Jesus as a welcome guest into
your home and heart. In the family long prayers concerning remote objects are not in place. They
make the hour of prayer a weariness, when it should be regarded as a privilege and blessing. Make
the season one of interest and joy. {CG 524.2}
The most successful way of accomplishing this goal of teaching our children to love, trust and
respect their heavenly Father is by example. Listen to CG 522.2
By your own example teach your children to pray with clear, distinct voice. Teach them to lift
their heads from the chair and never to cover their faces with their hands. Thus they can offer their
simple prayers, repeating the Lord's Prayer in concert. {CG 522.2}
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This connection to our heavenly Father was demonstrated by Paul and Silas. ST, August 14, 1884
par. 7 says:
In the prison at Philippi, while suffering from the cruel stripes they had received, their feet fast in
the stocks, Paul and Silas prayed and sang praise to God; and angels were sent from Heaven to
deliver them. The earth shook under the tread of these heavenly messengers, and the prison doors
flew open, setting the prisoners free. {ST, August 14, 1884 par. 7}
So let us remember this. ST, August 14, 1884 par. 8 says:
There are two kinds of prayer,--the prayer of form and the prayer of faith. The repetition of set,
customary phrases when the heart feels no need of God, is formal prayer. "When ye pray," says
Christ, "use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for they think that they shall be heard for their
much speaking." We should be extremely careful in all our prayers to speak the wants of the heart,
and to say only what we mean. All the flowery words at our command are not equivalent to one
holy desire. The most eloquent prayers are but vain repetitions, if they do not express the
true sentiments of the heart. But the prayer that comes from an earnest heart, when the
simple wants of the soul are expressed just as we would ask an earthly friend for a favor,
expecting that it would be granted--this is the prayer of faith. The publican who went up to
the temple to pray is a good example of a sincere, devoted worshiper. He felt that he was a sinner,
and his great need led to an outburst of passionate desire, "God be merciful to me a sinner." {ST,
August 14, 1884 par. 8}
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