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Hebrews Chapter Seven 

7:1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the 

slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;   

In chapter one, we saw that Jesus is fully divine; He is the express image of the Father. In chapter two, we saw 

that Jesus became fully man. Jesus is the only Mediator between God and man because He is the Son of God who 

became the Son of man. We have learned that Jesus is greater than the angels, He is greater than Moses, and now 

we will discover in this chapter that His priesthood is superior to that of Melchisedec. In fact, Paul will enumerate 

a number points that show how Christ is truly our great High Priest. 

The name “Melchisedec” means king of righteousness. He was the “king of Salem,” or the king of Peace. He was 

also the “priest of the most high God” who blessed Abraham when he returned from his victory in saving Lot. 

7:2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and 

after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;   

Abraham gave his tithe to Melchisedec because he felt Melchisedec was worthy of receiving tithe. After all, he 

was the “priest of the most high God,” who ruled in righteousness as the king of Salem, the king of peace. He is a 

type of Jesus, as Jesus is the great High Priest of the Christian faith, the Prince of Peace, and King of kings and Lord 

of lords who rules in righteousness.  

7:3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but 

made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.   

Some have interpreted the phrase “without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of 

days, nor end of life” as referring to Melchisedec as some supernatural personage. The phrase that he was “made 

like unto the Son of God” does not mean that he was the Son of God, but that he was “made.”  

Christ was “made” sin for us that we “might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21. In the 

book of Hebrews, Jesus was “made like unto His brethren that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest,” 

that we might be “made partakers of Christ” and His righteousness. Hebrews 2:17; 3:14. We know that the Father 

was not made like Jesus, nor was the Holy Spirit. The Godhead consists of three distinct personalities that are one 

in purpose; whereby all Three possess absolute perfection. Therefore, Melchisedec was not the Father, Son, or 

the Holy Spirit.  

The phrase that he was “without father,” and “without mother” means that his parentage had no bearing on him 

in becoming the priest of the most high God. He did not become a priest like the Levites because of a family 

bloodline. Oh, no, he became the priest of the most high God because of his righteous life.  
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We had learned earlier that a high priest must be “taken from among men.” Hebrews 5:1. Therefore, Melchisedec 

could not have been an angel or one of the Three Persons of the Godhead. Even the Son of God could not become 

the high priest of the Christian faith unless He became a man.  

7:4 Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the 

spoils.   

Melchisedec must have been a great man since the patriarch Abraham gave him tithe. We all know how great a 

man Abraham was; he is the father of the faithful. So if the father of the faithful gave tithes to Melchisedec, 

imagine how great Melchisedec must be! 

If Melchisedec is so great, and Jesus is greater than Melchisedec, then imagine how great Jesus must be as our 

great High Priest. 

7:5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a 

commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come 

out of the loins of Abraham:  

The Levites received tithe according to the law, “And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in 

Israel for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the 

congregation.” Numbers 18:21 

The Levites were not the first to receive tithe; Melchisedec received tithe before them. Melchisedec did not 

receive tithe as the result of the law; he received tithe because he was righteous. This makes Melchisedec greater 

than the Levitical priesthood. After all, not all the priests who received tithe were righteous men. So if 

Melchisedec is greater than the Levitical priesthood, and Jesus is greater than Melchisedec, then imagine how 

much greater Jesus must be than the Levitical priesthood! 

7:6 But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had 

the promises. 

God made His promises to Abraham, this would make Abraham greater than the Levitical priesthood. So if 

Abraham gave his tithes to Melchisedec, then the descendants of Abraham would have given their tithe to 

Melchisedec. 

7:7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.   

If Melchisedec blessed Abraham, then Melchisedec is greater than Abraham. If Abraham is greater than the 

Levitical priesthood, then imagine how much greater Melchisedec is than the Levitical priesthood. This would 

make Jesus exceedingly greater than the Levitical priesthood. 
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7:8 And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he 

liveth.  

The Levitical priesthood received tithe. These Levitical priests lived and died having received tithe. Now imagine 

how much greater Jesus is. First, He is after the order of Melchisedec because of righteousness. Second, He liveth 

forever. We serve a great High Priest who ever makes intercession for us. 

7:9, 10 And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. 7:10 For he was yet in the 

loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.  

If Abraham is the father of the faithful, including the Levites, then whatever Abraham did, so did his descendants. 

In this way, Levi also paid tithe to Melchisedec “in Abraham.” 

7:11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what 

further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after 

the order of Aaron?   

If the ceremonial law and then sanctuary services could make a man perfect then there would be no need for 

“another priest….after the order of Melchisedec.” But the earthly sacrifices of lambs did not make Israel perfect, 

after all, Paul has made it abundantly clear that ancient Israel did not enter into that spiritual rest; they were far 

from being perfect. Hence, there was the need for “another priest.” 

The Hebrew economy was never intended to be an end, but a foreshadowing of what was to come. All those little 

lambs pointed to the Lamb of God. The work of the priests pointed to the work of our great high priest, Jesus 

Christ. The entire sanctuary was anointed pointing to the Messiah to come.  

If Melchisedec was righteous, as is expressed in his name, then we would of necessity need someone after the 

order of Melchisedec.  

7:12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.   

The Levitical priests became the priests of God due to the law. The law had said that the tribe of Levi would serve 

as the priests in the sanctuary. So if there is a change in the priesthood, then there must also be a change in the 

law that appointed them to such a role. Of course, we are not speaking about the Ten Commandments, but the 

ceremonial law given to Moses. 

7:13 For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave attendance 

at the altar.  

The law specifically pointed to the tribe of Levi as the priests of the sanctuary. No other tribe attended at the 

altar. 
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7:14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning 

priesthood.   

We all know that Jesus was born of the tribe of Judah. Moses said nothing of Judah concerning the priesthood. 

But David referred to the priesthood of Melchisedec, saying, “The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art 

a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.” Psalm 110:4. Psalm 110 is a Messianic psalm pointing to Jesus as 

both King and Priest. Melchisedec was a king and priest. None of the Levitical priests became kings, and none of 

the kings of Israel became priests. Not only was Melchisedec both a king and a priest, but he is a type of Jesus 

who is be our great High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary and the King of the entire universe. In this way, the 

order of Melchisedec is greater than the Levitical order.  

7:15, 16  And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 

Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.   

As the Levitical priesthood was inferior to the order of Melchisedec, so the law pointing to the Levites gave way to 

the prophecy concerning the Messiah as coming “after the similitude of Melchisedec.” 

Jesus did not become of High Priest because of the flesh, but because of His righteous life. Therefore the “carnal 

commandment” that pointed to the loins of Levi gave way to the prophetic word and the “endless life” of Jesus 

our Lord and Savior. 

7:17 For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.   

If there were to be a great high priest, then there needed to be Someone who was greater than the sons of Levi. 

The sons of Levi were born and they died. They wer not priests “forever.” By necessity we needed a high priest 

who ever liveth to make intercession for us. This great high priest would not come from the loins of Levi, but 

according to the order of Melchisedec.  

Our great high priest would not be succeeded by a descendant. Our great high priest must live forever.  

7:18 For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and 

unprofitableness thereof.   

The Levitical priests could not make you perfect and the endless sacrifices they offered could not make you 

perfect. They were never intended to. Rather, they pointed forward to the Lamb of God which taketh away the 

sins of the world. It pointed to our great High Priest who is able to succor them that come to Him by faith. 

Therefore, it was essential that the shadow gave way to the true. The earthly sanctuary must give way to the 

heavenly which does take away and sin and makes perfect. 
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 7:19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh 

unto God.   

The law cannot make you perfect. The sacrifice of a million lambs cannot make you perfect. The law will bring you 

to Christ—your need of the Savior. See Galatians 3:24. But the law cannot change you, but the Savior can.  

Jesus, the great High Priest, has brought to us a “better hope.” He has entered into the heavenly sanctuary in the 

very presence of the Father for us. He offers His own perfect blood on our behalf. He pleads our case as One who 

has never sinned. He lived the life, and now offers us that life through the work of the Holy Spirit. We have hope 

that we can now be made perfect as “we draw nigh unto God” through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

7:20, 21  And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: (For those priests were made without an 

oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for 

ever after the order of Melchisedec:)   

None of the Levitical priests were appointed by an oath. But in the case of Jesus, the “Lord sware and will not 

repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” If God gave an oath to the appointment of Jesus 

as our High Priest, then that is far superior to that of the Levitical priesthood.  

God would not repent or regret His decision in appointing Jesus as our High Priest. The cost was high. It would 

involve the death of His Son, Jesus would always bear the human form, and man would now become an heir of 

God and joint heir with Christ. The capital of the universe would now be established in the Earth made new. God 

did all things because He loves us.  

7:22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.   

“By so much” refers to the high cost of our salvation and the fact that God not only made a promise to give His 

only Son, but He also made an oath. Jesus is our surety. Because He became a man and lived a perfect life in our 

sinful flesh we have more than hope, we have “surety of a better testament.” If God has already fulfilled His 

covenant agreement in sending His own Son to die for our sins, will He not also keep His covenant in appointing 

Jesus as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary? 

7:23, 24  And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: But 

this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.   

Under the Levitical system there were many priests because they could only serve for a short time due to death.  

After they died, another priest would need to take his place. “But this man,” Jesus Christ, because He ever liveth 

“hath an unchangeable priesthood.” This of course would also make Christ’s priesthood far superior to that of the 

Levitical priesthood. 
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7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 

liveth to make intercession for them.   

While the Levitical priests could not make any one perfect, Jesus is able to save to the “uttermost.” He is able to 

forgive the sinner, He is able to cleanse him from all unrighteousness, He is able to make him whole, and to give 

him eternal life.  

 7:26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 

higher than the heavens;   

Our high priest who is able to save to the uttermost is “holy.” His character is absolute perfection, and His 

thoughts absolute purity. He is “harmless.” He inspired hope in the most unpromising of men. He saw men and 

women as they could be. He mingled with men as one who desire their good. He healed the sick and passed by no 

human being as worthless. He is “undefiled.” His presence is always one of purity and innocence. He is “separate 

from sinners.” He sought to save all men and He would mingle with them as one who desired their good, but He 

would not participate in their sins. He was “made higher than the heavens.” He is above all creatures for He 

created them all. He is higher than all other principalities and powers, for He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He 

sits at the right hand of the Father. Indeed, we have such a great High Priest. 

7:27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the 

people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.   

The Levitical priests offered up sacrifices daily. Since the high priest officiated over them, it could be said that he 

daily offered up sacrifices. The high priest on the Day of Atonement made an offering for his own sins, then he 

made an offering for the sins of the people. See Leviticus 16:11, 15. 

Christ does not make daily sacrifices in the heavenly sanctuary. He needed to die for our sins, but He died once 

and for all. It is His own blood that He pleads on behalf of the sinner, but He does not have to die again for each 

person who repents.  

If the earthly high priest had to make an offering for his own sins, then how did Jesus make such an offering since 

He never sinned? When He bore our sins in His own body, He received them as if He was the guilty party that we 

might be forgiven and treated as if we had never sinned. He became sin for us. What a wonderful High Priest who 

became sin for us and “offered up Himself.” 

7:28 For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since 

the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.   

The ceremonial law made the Levites priest in the earthly sanctuary. These many priests had infirmities, they 

were sinners in need of a Savior. But “the Son” never did sin. He needed no Savior, rather, He became the Savior. 

What a difference between the Levitical priests and Jesus our High Priest.  
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While the Levitical priests only served temporarily, Jesus is our High Priest “consecrated for evermore.” With the 

death of Christ came the end of the earthly sacrificial system. Type had met antitype. The earthly pointed to the 

heavenly. With Jesus’ death as the Lamb of God and His ascension into heaven as our High Priest, the laws that 

governed the Levitical system came to an end, and the order of Melchisedec took its place. Praise God! 
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