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Hebrews Chapter Eight 

8:1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the 

right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;   

In the first five verses of chapter eight, Paul will focus on the superiority of Christ’s High Priestly ministry. Then the 

discussion will turn to the better promises and sacrifices due to Christ’s priestly ministry. All of this will help us to 

better understand the new covenant, whereby God will write His law upon our hearts and mind. 

This “is the sum, we have such an high priest.” All that has been argued so far is to prove the superiority of Christ’s 

priestly ministry. He is such a high priest “who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 

heavens,” while the Levitical priesthood was here on the earth. What a difference! Therefore, Jesus is no ordinary 

high priest, He is the great High Priest in the Heavenly Sanctuary. 

8:2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.   

Jesus is not simply sitting at the right hand of the Father, He is the “minister of the sanctuary.” Our great High 

Priest is ministering on our behalf in the sanctuary above. The Heavenly Sanctuary is the “true tabernacle” of 

which the earthly was but a miniature copy. The Lord made the Heavenly Sanctuary, not man. Now consider the 

difference between these two sanctuaries. The heavenly is made by God where millions of angels adorn and 

worship God. See Daniel 7:9, 10. While the earthly is beautiful, the heavenly is so vast and spectacular. It is here in 

the heavenly that Jesus ministers for us.  

8:3 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man 

have somewhat also to offer.   

The work of the priests in the sanctuary was to offer gifts and sacrifices. Therefore, for Jesus to minister in the 

Heavenly Sanctuary He must have something to offer, otherwise He could not serve as a high priest.  

8:4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according 

to the law:   

While on earth, Jesus would not have been an earthly high priest since He was not from the tribe of Levi. So when 

was Jesus our High Priest? In His official capacity it would be when He had something to offer. Therefore, He must 

have first become the Lamb of God before He could offer His own shed blood. But His preparation for the role as 

High Priest would begin with His ministry. Consider the connection between His earthly experience and His 

preparation as our High Priest.  
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“Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 

high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 2:18 For in that he 

himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.” Hebrews 2:17, 18 

“Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 

fast our profession. 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto 

the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:14-16 

It is true that Christ’s work was in two phases. He was the Lamb of God while here on earth represented by the 

courtyard in the sanctuary. He ascended into heaven as our High Priest in the next phase of His ministry. While in 

the Heavenly Sanctuary there are also two phases. There is His work in the Holy Place from 31 AD to 1844 AD. 

Then with the fulfillment of the 2300 day prophecy ending in 1844 AD, Jesus entered the Most Holy Place in the 

Heavenly Sanctuary to complete His work as our High Priest. 

8:5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when 

he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern 

showed to thee in the mount.  

The earthly was a “shadow” of the heavenly. The only time you have a shadow is if there is the real. The only way 

the earthly sanctuary could be a “shadow” is if there is a very real heavenly sanctuary.  

The earthly is an “example” or copy of the heavenly. This would refer more to the functions of the high priest and 

the services that took place in the earthly as a type of the heavenly.  

Moses was indeed shown the heavenly sanctuary of which he was to make a miniature on earth “according to the 

pattern showed to thee in the mount.”  

8:6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better 

covenant, which was established upon better promises.   

As the real is better than the shadow, so is Christ’s ministry greater or better than the Levitical.  

He is the Mediator of a better covenant. A covenant is between two or more persons. In this case, there is a 

covenant between God and man. Jesus is truly the one and only true Mediator who can represent God to man, 

and He can represent man to God. He is the only one that can do this. As such, He is “the Mediator of a better 

covenant.” The term “better” does not mean that the old covenant was bad, rather, the new covenant is better. 

So in what way is the new covenant better than the old covenant? 

Certainly there is no fault with God in the old covenant. God has always done His part. But man failed in the old 

covenant in that man did not fulfill his part. So now we are in need of a better covenant which is based on better 

promises. But better promises by whom? By God? By man? Or both? 
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8:7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 

If the Levitical priesthood and the sacrificing of lambs could have made men perfect, then there would have been 

no need for the second covenant. Remember, eternal life is based upon two conditions, namely, obedience and 

faith. Had Adam and Eve remained faithful there would have been no sin in our little world. When they failed to 

obey, they then needed a Savior. More than this, there needed to be a Second Adam. Someone must come and 

show that man could keep God’s commands that man might have an opportunity to be redeemed. God 

covenanted to send His only Son to die for the sins of humanity and to live a perfect life on our behalf. Through 

His shed blood there is the forgiveness of sin. Through His perfect life there is the power to be recreated in the 

image of God.  

God has kept His part in the covenant. He has sent His Son to die for the sins of the world. And He has sent the 

Holy Spirit that we might live new lives in perfect obedience to His law.  

8:8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:   

The new covenant is the same as the everlasting covenant, which makes it older than the old covenant. This 

everlasting covenant was made to Adam in Eve, where God promised, “And I will put enmity between thee and 

the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Genesis 

3:15. God not only promised to forgive us of our sins but to place an enmity between us and sin. Man would first 

need to be forgiven for his transgression of God’s law. Then, secondly, man would need a new heart that was in 

perfect harmony with the divine will. The work of the Holy Spirit, which is to lead a men to repentance and to give 

them the power to overcome sin, has been available from day one.  

The old covenant interestingly enough came 2500 years later at Mount Sinai. You might ask, “Why would an old 

and ineffective covenant come into play if there was already an everlasting covenant in operation from the time 

of Adam and Eve?”  

God never intended that there would be an old covenant. This was all of man’s doing. So what happened?  Verse 

8 tells us that the fault was “with them,” God’s professed people. They promised to keep God’s commands and 

failed. “And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which 

the LORD commanded him. 19:8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken 

we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD.” Exodus 19:7, 8 

What did the people promise to do? They promised to do all that the Lord commanded. Could the people keep all 

of God’s commandments without the aid of the Holy Spirit? No. Could they keep all that God commanded with 

the power of the Holy Spirit? Yes. So what was the problem? The people tried to keep the commandments in their 

own strength and failed. So was the problem with God? No. With the Holy Spirit? No. With the commands of 

God? No. With the people? Yes. 
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What did the people understand? They understood the importance of obedience. So what was the problem? They 

did not know how to be obedient. This is well expressed by the words of Paul in describing the unconverted state 

of the man in Romans chapter seven, saying, “Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, 

and good….For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin….For I know that in me (that is, in 

my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find 

not.” Romans 7:12, 14, 18. As a Hebrew of Hebrews, Paul knew that the law was spiritual, holy, just, and good. He 

“willed” to keep it, but he did not know how “to perform that which is good,” in his unconverted state.  

What was missing? They need a new heart. Only those who are converted by the power of the Holy Spirit can 

keep God’s law.  So if God knew they would fail in their own strength, then why did He let them fail? He did not 

want them to fail. He did not want them to attempt this in their own strength. However, if they insisted on doing 

it on their own He must let them. He must give them the opportunity to fail. He would not cause them to fail, but 

He must allow them to exercise their freedom of choice. 

Did God cast away His people because they failed in this covenant agreement? The answer is “No.” Would God 

then change His law? No. So what could God do? If the new covenant is the everlasting covenant, and the new 

covenant is the better covenant, then the everlasting covenant is the better covenant. Therefore, the better 

promises are promises that God has already made from the beginning, but which man has failed to receive.  

When God created Adam and Eve, He created them in His image with a love for righteousness. They were created 

perfect. The law was already written in their hearts. But through sin the nature of man changed. He was now at 

enmity with God and His law. What could God do? He would have to give man a new nature that man may choose 

to lovingly keep His commandments.  

However, there was a problem, namely, the wages of sin is death. Man must die because he transgressed God’s 

law. What is the solution? There was only one way to save the human race. The Son of God would have to come 

and take man’s place as the Substitute for the sins of the world. So the Father covenanted to send His only Son 

into the world “that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” In this way, man 

might to free from the penalty of the law, which is death. This is the covenant of mercy. The sinner would be given 

a second trial. Without Christ’s sacrifice there would have been no hope for the human family. But with Christ’s 

death man has hope to be redeemed.  

But man needed something more. Obedience was required of Adam to remain in the Garden. The repentant 

sinner, due to the covenant of mercy, now stands innocent before God as if he had never sinned. But he is weak. 

How can he now live in accordance to God’s commandments as was required of Adam when he stood innocent 

before God? It is by the power of the Holy Spirit. This power has always been available to God’s people. But men 

seem drawn to forms and ceremonies. But all the sacrifices, offerings, pilgrimages, repetitive prayers, and such, 

can never change the heart, or give man the power to live a life in accordance with God’s perfect will. The coming 

of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, and His perfect and sinless life in the Spirit has shown us the way. 
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We see in Jesus the fulfillment of God’s everlasting covenant with man. We see the forgiveness of sins with the 

crucifixion of Christ. We see the enmity toward sin. We see the power of the Holy Spirit in His life. We see a life in 

perfect accordance with the Ten Commandments. We can see it all in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, 

our great High Priest. In Him we see the promise of power from above. We can now see what God’s everlasting 

covenant is all about, which is perfect harmony with the will of God by the power of God.  

8:9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand 

to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, 

saith the Lord.   

Ancient Israel did not live by the everlasting covenant that God had made with Adam and Eve, Noah, and 

Abraham. Oh sure, they offered sacrifices, paid tithe, and refused to do any secular work on the Sabbath. They did 

all the outward forms. But they did not have a new heart. They depended upon their own works of righteousness, 

which could never atone for sin.  

8:10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will 

put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me 

a people:   

God desired such a covenant with ancient Israel. But it would be spiritual Israel, the church, that God would be 

able to make this new covenant. The very commandments that He wrote with His own finger on two tables of 

stone, He would now write upon the hearts and mind of His people. He would be there God in giving them all the 

power to obey. They shall be His people as they acknowledge His authority in their life. 

8:11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: 

for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.  

One of the great principles of the Protestant Reformation was the priesthood of all believers. Every one of us has 

direct access to the throne of God through our Lord Jesus Christ. The Levitical priesthood has come to an end. 

There are no more human intermediaries pointing to the one and true Mediator. Christ alone is our true and only 

Mediator to the Father.  

8:12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no 

more.  

When the penitent sinner has asked for the forgiveness of sins, he may know that he is forgiven. No longer is he 

to be burdened by the guilt of these confessed sins. He has given them to Jesus and Jesus has glorious taken 

them. 
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8:13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old 

is ready to vanish away. 

The new covenant which is the everlasting covenant has replaced the old covenant. The old covenant was 

decaying in the early church as more and more believers began to understand more fully God’s everlasting 

covenant and Christ’s work in the Heavenly Sanctuary. Soon the temple in Jerusalem would be destroyed, and the 

old system of earthly sacrifices and offerings would completely vanished.    
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