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Hebrews Chapter Nine 

9:1 Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary.   

So far Paul has been arguing that Jesus is our great High Priest who is superior to the angels, to Moses, to the 

Levitical priests, and to Melchisedec. Paul will now focus on the sanctuary services, comparing the earthly with 

the heavenly. 

“The first covenant” is in reference to the one God made with Israel on Mount Sinai. The phrase “a worldly 

sanctuary” would be better translated as “a sanctuary in the world” or the one here on Planet Earth. This implies 

of course that there is a Heavenly Sanctuary.  

Paul’s point is that if the earthly sanctuary had “ordinances of divine service,” so does the Heavenly Sanctuary. 

9:2 For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the 

showbread; which is called the sanctuary.   

“There was a tabernacle,” this refers to the two apartments, both the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place. 

“The first” is referring to the first apartment the Holy Place, “wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the 

showbread.” We had studied earlier that the Holy Place had three pieces of furniture, namely, the seven-branch 

Candlestick (or Menorah), the Table of Shewbread, and the Altar of Incense. 

9:3 And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;  

“And after the second veil,” that is, after the veil separating the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, “which is 

called the Holiest of all.” The Most Holy Place was the “Holiest of all” wherein was the Shekinah glory of God. 

9:4 Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was 

the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;   

When Paul says that the Most Holy Place “had the golden censer,” he would be referring to the Altar of Incense 

found in the Holy Place. On the last day of the religious year, the Day of Atonement, the Day of Judgment, the 

high priest had a golden censer with coals from the Altar of Incense and brought them within the second veil. 

While the high priest ministered in the Most Holy Place the golden censer remained in this second compartment. 

When the high priest was done ministering in the Most Holy Place, he brought the golden censer out with him. 

Today, the censer still burns within the second veil. Jesus is still our great High Priest in the Most Holy Place in the 

Heavenly Sanctuary ministering on our behalf.  
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If Paul’s main point is to refer to the Altar of Incense itself, then he would be revealing to us the main purpose of 

prayer. Since the Altar of Incense stood just before the second veil, we can see that prayer is designed to bring us 

into the presence of God. Just beyond the second veil was the very presence of God above the Mercy Seat and the 

Ark of the Covenant. The incense that arose from the Altar represents the merits of Christ. This is why we pray in 

the name of Jesus. Jesus is the veil, He is the way to the Father. It is through His merits that are prayers are 

acceptable with the Father.  

Therefore the phrase that the Most Holy Place “had” the golden censer tells us that the purpose of prayer is to 

help us draw closer and closer to God.  

Within the second veil we also find the Ark of the Covenant, the golden pot of Manna, Aaron’s rod, and the Ten 

Commandments. 

9:5 And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak 

particularly.   

Above the Ark of the Covenant were two cherubims and the mercyseat.  

9:6 Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, 

accomplishing the service of God.   

When the earthly sanctuary was anointed and the services began the priests would go into the Holy Place on a 

daily basis. They would offer incense in the Holy Place, they would trim the lamps, and on a weekly basis replace 

the showbread. If the congregation or the priest had sinned then a bullock was sacrificed and the blood would be 

sprinkled on the veil seven times while some would be applied to the horns of the Altar of Incense. See Leviticus 

chapter four. 

9:7 But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for 

himself, and for the errors of the people:   

In verse six, Paul spoke about how the “priests” went in the Holy Place. But notice in verse seven that we are now 

talking about the “high priest” who alone would enter into the Most Holy Place once every year on the Day of 

Atonement. He would first bring the blood of a bullock as a sin offering for himself and his house. Then he would 

bring in the blood from the Lord’s goat to cleanse the sanctuary and the people.  

9:8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as 

the first tabernacle was yet standing:   

When Jesus died on the cross the veil separating the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place was torn from top to 

bottom. This signified that the earthly sanctuary had come to an end and the Heavenly Sanctuary would take its 

place. See Matthew 27:50-52.  
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Paul will now in the following verses focus on the Heavenly Sanctuary. In the first seven verses, Paul described the 

earthly sanctuary which is a copy of the true. Therefore, we would understand that the Heavenly Sanctuary would 

also have two apartments, both a Holy Place and a Most Holy Place.  

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth, who leads us into all truth. And the truth being presented in this passage is 

that the “holiest of all,” the Heavenly Sanctuary, was not yet manifest while the “first tabernacle,” the earthly 

sanctuary, was still pointing forward to Christ as the Lamb of God. When Christ died the earthly sanctuary was no 

longer “standing.” Oh sure, it was still a physical structure, but there was no more use in offering those little 

lambs once Christ died as the Lamb of God. When Jesus ascended into heaven the Heavenly Sanctuary was now 

the one “standing” while the earthly had come to an end.  

9:9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could 

not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;   

The entire earthly sacrificial system was a figure of the true tabernacle and Jesus as our true High Priest. As Paul 

had discussed earlier, the Levitical system did not make anyone perfect. The outward performance of these “gifts 

and offerings” could not produce a clear “conscience.” This can only be accomplished by the true.  

It is evident that many believers with a Hebrew background were still attending the services at the earthly temple. 

In fact, some of the early Hebrew believers thought that the believing Gentiles must keep the laws of Moses. At 

the Jerusalem Council it was determined that the Gentiles would not have to follow the laws of Moses, such as 

the keeping the feast days. See Acts 15:1-21; Romans 14:1, 5. 

Even in Old Testament times, God was not interested in thousands of sacrifices. Rather, He wanted them to fully 

surrender their hearts to Him that they might be converted.   

“For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 51:17 The sacrifices of 

God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” Psalm 51:16, 17   

9:10 Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them 

until the time of reformation.   

Tragically, the Levitical system was turned into a form of works. However, the main purpose was to teach them 

the plan of salvation where God both forgives and cleanses us from all sin. Throughout the centuries, men would 

bring their “meat and drink” offerings, or cereal and drink offerings. But sense they did it as a form of works, it did 

not bring “reformation” to the life. They had instituted “divers washings” as religious rites, but they too could not 

reform the life. And all the “carnal ordinances” that pertained to the flesh did not transform the heart.  

The “time of reformation” was the institution of the new covenant with better sacrifices, a Heavenly Sanctuary, 

and a superior High Priest.  
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9:11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, 

not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;  

When Paul wrote the book of Hebrews, Jesus was already serving in the Heavenly Sanctuary as our High Priest. So 

when he says “of good things to come,” some of his listeners must be focusing on the earthly sanctuary instead of 

the heavenly. The purpose of the book of Hebrews is to help these believing Jews to see the “more perfect 

tabernacle” in the heavens, and our greater and far superior High Priest, Jesus Christ. Their attention needed to 

be drawn to the heavenly before the earthly would be destroyed in 70 AD.  

It is true that Christ “tabernacled” in our flesh and lived a perfect life, which makes His life a “greater and more 

perfect tabernacle.” Such a perfect life cannot be lived by the strength of man, but by the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

But the flow of the argument in chapter nine is to take us from the earthly to the heavenly sanctuary, which is a 

far “greater and more perfect tabernacle.”  

9:12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 

having obtained eternal redemption for us.   

The Heavenly Sanctuary is a far “greater and more perfect tabernacle” than the earthly. Jesus as our High Priest is 

far superior than the Levitical priests. And now we see that the “His own blood” is far superior than “the blood of 

goats and calves.”  

It was necessary that “the blood of goats and calves” be offered throughout the year and from year to year, but 

Christ died once and for all “having obtained eternal redemption for us.” The blood of goats and calves could not 

take away sin; they were never designed to. However, these sacrifices did point forward to the time when God’s 

dear Son would, by His death, take away sin. 

9:13, 14  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to 

the purifying of the flesh: 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?   

The “ashes of the heifer” were put in water and this was used as a sin offering. See Numbers 19. This combination 

of water and blood points to the sacrifice of Jesus. Notice in the following verses the combination of blood and 

water in reference to Christ’s sacrificial death: 

“Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 5:6 This is he that came 

by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth 

witness, because the Spirit is truth.” 1 John 5:5, 6 

“But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 19:34 But one of the 

soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.” John 19:33, 34 
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The “blood of bulls and of goats” was used also as sin offerings. These sacrifices for sin may have produced an 

outward appearance of obedience, but they did not change the heart. The sanctification “to the purifying of the 

flesh” is not the same as the transformation of the life.  

If these sacrifices of animals could bring about an outward compliance, imagine what “the blood of Christ” can 

accomplish. What is the blood of Christ? It is the shed blood of a perfect life. It is the shed blood of the Son of 

man. Through, or by means of His eternal Spirit, we received His righteousness, which is not some simple outward 

compliance to God’s law. Oh no, the sanctifying influence of Christ’s eternal Spirit is now God’s law written in the 

heart. We now have a life “without spot to God.” It is a life whereby you have a clear conscience from dead works. 

You are now living the new life, not by works, but by Christ living in you to “serve the living God.”  

9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption 

of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of 

eternal inheritance.  

Because of His death, His perfect life, and the cleansing power of Christ’s blood, He is the “Mediator of the new 

testament” or a new covenant. The forgiveness of sins would require the “death” of God’s dear Son. In Him there 

is “redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament.” Those who lived before Christ, by faith, 

offered up their animal sacrifices pointing to the Messiah to come. All those confessed sins prior to the death of 

Christ are covered by His sacrifice. After all, Jesus died for the sins of the whole world. And all who have received 

Him “might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.”  

9:16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.  

Our inheritance is made possible by the death of Christ. Testament in this passage has reference to a “will.” 

Before the “will” or “testament” can be enforced, the “testator” must first die. For example, before you can 

receive you inheritance from your parents, they would need to first pass away. As long as they are alive, the “will” 

cannot be enforced. Therefore, for us to receive that “eternal inheritance” it was necessary to Jesus to die in our 

place. 

Consider this very important point: The new covenant is God writing His law, the Ten Commandments, upon our 

hearts and mind. Now some teach that Sunday is the Lord’s day. However, this is not possible. For there to be a 

change in the law it would have to happen before Jesus died. Everyone knows that you cannot change a “will” or a 

“testament” after the person has died. None of the commandments were changed during the time of Christ’s 

ministry. Therefore, His death solidified and enforced the Ten Commandments as He had written them with His 

own finger. To say the we keep Sunday in honor of Christ’s resurrection is neither historically true, nor is it in line 

with the rules of a “will” or “testament.”   
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9:17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator 

liveth.   

Again, the “will” or “testament” cannot go into effect unless the “testator” has died. And no changes can be made 

to the testament after the testator has died.  

9:18, 19  Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. 9:19 For when Moses had 

spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with 

water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,  

“The first testament” which was given at Sinai was dedicated with blood on the Day of Atonement. See Leviticus 

16. Before the earthly sanctuary began its services were anointed by oil. See Leviticus 8. As Paul says, the first 

covenant was ratified by “the blood of calves and goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop….” See Exodus 

24:5-8. 

9:20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you.  

Compare this with Jesus words at the Last Supper, saying, “For this is my blood of the new testament, which is 

shed for many for the remission of sins.” Matthew 26:28 

“For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which 

he was betrayed took bread: 11:24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my 

body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 11:25 After the same manner also he took the cup, 

when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 

remembrance of me. 11:26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he 

come.” 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

9:21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 

Everything was consecrated and dedicated in the earthly sanctuary. All of it pointed to Christ’s death, 

resurrection, and intercessory work.  

9:22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 

Not all the offerings were blood offerings in the sanctuary. See Leviticus 5:11-13; Numbers 19; 31:23, 24. Yet, all 

those blood offerings pointed to the true sacrifice in the death of Jesus, the “Lamb of God, which taketh away the 

sin of the world.” John 1:29 
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9:23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but 

the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  

We had learned in verses 18, 19 that the earthly sanctuary needed to be dedicated and anointed. Now we learn 

that the earthly sanctuary also needed to be cleansed. Once the sanctuary services began, penitent sinners 

brought their sacrifices and made their confessions. These confessed sins were then transferred into the 

sanctuary via the blood of the sacrifice. It then became necessary on the last day of the religious year to cleanse 

the sanctuary from all those confessed sins. This was done with the sacrifice of the Lord’s goat on the Day of 

Atonement.  

But as in the earthly so in the heavenly. But we might ask, “Why would the Heavenly Sanctuary need cleansing?” 

Not only did the rebellion against God’s government begin in heaven, but all our confessed sins arise to the 

Heavenly Sanctuary.  

The work of Jesus, our great High Priest in the Most Holy Place, is performing the work of cleansing the Heavenly 

Sanctuary from all our confessed sins with the corresponding work of cleansing us from all sin.  

While it is true that the Heavenly Sanctuary is to be cleansed from all our confessed sins, the focus of Paul’s 

argument seems to be on the need for a “better sacrifice.” If the “blood of calves and goats” were used to cleanse 

the earthly, imagine how much more powerful is the blood of Christ in cleansing the heavenly. While the “blood 

of calves and goats” brought about an outward reform, the “better sacrifice” of Christ’s blood cleanses us from all 

sin from within. 

9:24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:   

Christ our great High Priest has entered into the Heavenly Sanctuary “to appear in the presence of God” face-to-

face. The earthly high priest did not see God face-to-face, nor could he do so and live. But our great High Priest is 

in the very presence of the Father “for us.”  

The word “appear” has the connotation that He has entered but once. The earthly high priest entered the earthly 

Most Holy Place once a year, but he did so year after year. You might say, “he went in and out.” But our heavenly 

High Priest has now entered the Most Holy Place in heaven and will remain there in the presence of the Father 

until His work is done. Then He shall return with all His angels to receive His own. 
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9:25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year 

with blood of others;   

Christ offered Himself once for sin. He entered the Holy Place once when He ascended. He has entered into the 

Most Holy Place once and for all. When He leaves the Most Holy Place, He will take off His priestly garments and 

put on His kingly garments. Praise God! 

But the earthly high priest has entered the Holy Place and Most Holy Place many times only to have to enter once 

again. 

9:26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the 

world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.   

If Jesus’ ministry was like the Levitical, then He would have needed to become incarnate in human flesh many 

times, and would have to die many times. So you see, the priestly ministry of Jesus is far superior to that of the 

Levitical priesthood. And His once and for all sacrifice is able “to put away sin.” 

9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:  

It is true that the wages of sin is death, and since all men have sinned, all have died. Christ who never sinned 

became sin for us and bore our sins in His own body. Like all who have put on human flesh, He died once. But He 

shall return. After His work in the Most Holy Place, which is the work of judgment, He shall return and reward 

every man according to his deeds.  

The fact that men die is not the end. All must face the judgment. While the judgment will be in favor of the saints, 

they too will be judged. And all judgment is given to the Son. The One who died for our sins and sacrificed Himself 

is our holy, harmless, and loving Savior. 

9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear 

the second time without sin unto salvation.  

In His first advent, Christ took upon Himself our sins. He now intercedes for us and works to cleanses us from all 

sin. But when He returns, He does so “without sin unto salvation.”    
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