
 

METRO NEW YORK WORLD MINISTRY 
ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL CONTRIBUTING NOTES 

For the week of Aug 8 – Aug 14, 2015 

Lesson #7: Biblical Missionaries 

 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 1 

SABBATH – Jesus: The Master of Missions 

(Memory Text) John 20:21 “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you. 
 
Jesus brings peace but then he says this: 
 

(Matthew 10:34) Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword. 

 
How do we understand this?  The message and mission of Jesus is one of peace to those who accept the 
invitation. But it is a message that angers and disturbs others. It will cause division. 
 

(Matthew 10:35-39) For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 
36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 
37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 
39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 

 
 
Christ’s way is the only way 

(Evangelism, p. 525) The divine commission needs no reform. Christ's way of presenting 
truth cannot be improved upon. The worker who tries to bring in methods that will attract 
the worldly minded, supposing that this will remove the objections that they feel to taking 
up the cross, lessens his influence. Preserve the simplicity of godliness.--Letter 123, 1903. 

 
We as a church have gone so far astray from the simple ways of Christ by introducing Willow Creek Community 
Church’s ideas of evangelism (which many of the ideas came from the Roman Catholic Church). Small Groups is 
one of the main culprits plaguing Adventism presently. It has become part of our vocabulary. Small Groups is 
designed to bring Adventists back to Rome. The up to 12 member group (supposedly mimicking the 12 disciples) is 
to follow the direction and leading of the leader (which is the Jesus figure by the way), there are to be no 
“arguing” over doctrine, there is the “confessional” where the members are lead to either pray or talk – in front of 
the group – even personal problems and sins going on in their lives. The participants are assured that anything 
anyone hears will not be used or held against them – it is in the strictest confidence they say.  
 
There is nothing wrong with any size of a group of people getting together praying, studying, and fellowshipping 
together, but not in the way that Rome would want it. 
 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 826)) In the commission to His disciples, Christ not only outlined 
their work, but gave them their message. Teach the people, He said, "to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you." The disciples were to teach what Christ had taught. 
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That which He had spoken, not only in person, but through all the prophets and teachers of 
the Old Testament, is here included. Human teaching is shut out. There is no place for 
tradition, for man's theories and conclusions, or for church legislation. No laws ordained 
by ecclesiastical authority are included in the commission. None of these are Christ's 
servants to teach. "The law and the prophets," with the record of His own words and 
deeds, are the treasure committed to the disciples to be given to the world. Christ's name 
is their watchword, their badge of distinction, their bond of union, the authority for their 
course of action, and the source of their success. Nothing that does not bear His 
superscription is to be recognized in His kingdom.  

 
Jesus went around healing the sick and this should be a good starting point for all us. Let us utilize the health 
message to win the confidence of the people and then we can surely give them the full message of Jesus Christ. 
 

(Counsels on Diet and Foods, p. 76)  I can see in the Lord's providence that the medical 
missionary work is to be a great entering wedge, whereby the diseased soul may be 
reached. 
 
(Counsels for the Church, p. 308)  Do medical missionary work. Thus you will gain access to 
the hearts of people, and the way will be prepared for a more decided proclamation of the 
truth. 

 
Recommended reading: Counsels for the Church, chapter 55, The Medical Work 

SUNDAY – Jesus in the Old Testament 

Jesus himself says the Old Testament scriptures speak of him. 

(John 5:39) Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which testify of me. 

At the time he made this statement there was no New Testament written yet. So according to Jesus the Old 
Testament is about him. 
 
In these next verses Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees and he says that the one they claim to believe, Moses, 
wrote all about him, but yet they reject him while professing to believe Moses. 
 

(John 5:45, 46) Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth 
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. 
46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of me. 

 
Ellen White agrees with Jesus about the Old Testament. 

(Desire of Ages, pp. 211-212) In every page, whether history, or precept, or prophecy, the 
Old Testament Scriptures are irradiated with the glory of the Son of God. So far as it was of 
divine institution, the entire system of Judaism was a compacted prophecy of the gospel. 
To Christ "give all the prophets witness." Acts 10:43. From the promise given to Adam, 
down through the patriarchal line and the legal economy, heaven's glorious light made 
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plain the footsteps of the Redeemer. Seers beheld the Star of Bethlehem, the Shiloh to 
come, as future things swept before them in mysterious procession. In every sacrifice 
Christ's death was shown. In every cloud of incense His righteousness ascended. By every 
jubilee trumpet His name was sounded. In the awful mystery of the holy of holies His glory 
dwelt. 

 
Here are examples of how Jesus is found in the Old Testament. Look into these stories and find Christ. 

1. The Rock (Exodus 17:1-8, Numbers 20:7-11) 
2. Jacob’s Ladder 
3. Melchizedek 
4. The Manna 
5. The almost sacrifice of Isaac 
6. Joseph 
7. David and Goliath 
8. Absalom and David 
9. The story of Esther 
10. Moses 
11. Elisha 
12. Cyrus (a pagan king) 
13. The two temples 
14. Jonah 
15. Samson 

 
Now let’s notice that Jesus is the Great Jehovah of the Old Testament. 

WHO IS THE “I AM”? 
Exodus 3:13, 14 -- The I AM is speaking to Moses from the burning bush. And the great I AM, in vs. 4, calls himself 
“LORD” (which is the word Jehovah because it’s in all capital letters).  Jesus says he is the I AM of the Old 
Testament in John 8:58. 
 
PREPARE THE WAY – FOR WHOM? 
Isaiah 40:3 says to “Prepare ye the way for the LORD (Jehovah), make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.”  In the New Testament it was John the Baptist who gave this message and it was to prepare the way for 
Jesus (Matthew 3:3). 
 
JEHOVAH IS THE REDEEMER? 
Isaiah 44:6 has two “LORDS” (or two that are called Jehovah). One LORD is the King of Israel and the other LORD is 
the redeemer.  This LORD also says he is “the first and the last.” (See also Isa. 48:12). In the New Testament Jesus 
says he is “the first and the last” (Rev. 1:11, 13; 22:12, 13). 
 
THE WORD OF GOD IS FOREVER 
Isaiah 40:8 says “the word of our God shall stand forever.”  Jesus in the New Testament says his words are forever 
(Matt. 24:35). 
 
WHO IS THE LIGHT? 
In the Old Testament the LORD (Jehovah) is the light (Ps.27:1) and Jesus, in the New Testament, says he is the 
light (John 9:5; 8:12) 
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WHO IS THE ROCK? 
Ps. 18:2 says Jehovah is and 1 Cor. 10:4 says Christ was that Rock. 
 
WHO FORGIVES OUR SINS? 
Ps. 130:3, 4 says it is Jehovah and Luke 5:21 Jesus is the one who forgives. 
 
WHO IS THE JUDGE? 
In the Old Testament the LORD (Jehovah) is the judge (Joel 3:11, 12) and in the New Testament we are told Jesus 
is the judge (John 5:22, 2 Cor. 5:10). 
 
WHO IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD? 
Ps. 23:1 the LORD (Jehovah) is the shepherd and John 10:11 Jesus says he is. 
 
The whole Old Testament is about Jesus. 

MONDAY – The Desire of Ages 

The lesson is dealing with Christ and how He is for all people. It is also dealing with his universal mission and gives 
several texts about this from the books of Luke and John for discussion. 
 
It’s interesting that there is nothing mentioned in the entire lesson about the Three Angel’s Messages, the 
universal message and mission of the church that must go to the world before Jesus can return.  
 

The Tower of Babel 

The people were of one mind in rebellion against God. 
(Genesis 11:4) And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach 
unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth. 

 
The different languages of the world were brought about because of rebellion – meaning they never meant to be. 

(Genesis 11:5-8) And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children 
of men builded. 
6 And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this 
they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined 
to do. 
7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand 
one another's speech. 
8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they 
left off to build the city. 

 
The mission of Jesus for his people today is to preach the everlasting gospel to every nation, people and language 
in the context of the Three Angel’s Messages (Rev. 14:6-12). 
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TUESDAY – Mission to the Jews 

Jesus’ mission was to the Jews first. The prophecy of Daniel 9 explains this in detail. 
 
Note: We will not go into the whole prophecy of Daniel 9 as there isn’t time and room, but there should be enough 
to get us started looking into things. 
 

(Daniel 9:24) Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy. 

 
Let’s take this verse phrase by phrase/word by word. 
 

“The seventy weeks” 
Do we apply the year/day principle to the 70 weeks? Yes, the 70 weeks here in this prophecy are 490 years. A 
week is composed of 7 days ---- 70 weeks x 7 days = 490 days. 
 
Almost every scholar with the exception of the liberal scholars who believe that Antiochus Epiphanes is the Little 
Horn --- almost every conservative scholar believes that the 490 days are not days but are years. 
 
Now if you apply the year/day principle to the 70 weeks would you have to apply the year/day principle to the 
2300 days? Sure because the 70 weeks are the shorter portion of the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14. The 70 weeks are 
the first part of the 2300 days. 
 

“determined” 
The word “determined” means "cut off". The Hebrew word used here is "chathak" - which means cut off or 
marked out. The word is used in post-Biblical Aramaic to refer to cutting off pieces from the sacrificial animals. 
 
“Seventy weeks are determined (or cut off) --- from what? It must come from a larger portion of time. When you 
cut off the leg of an animal you're cutting off a smaller portion from a larger portion. The 70 weeks are a small 
portion cut off from the 2300 days. 
 

“upon thy people and upon thy holy city” 
Who are “thy people” that are cut off at the end of the “seventy weeks”? This would be the Jewish people. 

(Daniel 9:20) And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of 
my people Israel… 

 
What is Daniel’s holy city? This obviously would be Jerusalem as Daniel repeats this several times throughout his 
prayer in Daniel 9. 
 
Very clearly Daniel's people are the Jewish nation and his city is Jerusalem. So to whom do the 70 weeks 
particularly apply? It is to the Jewish people. 
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The rest of verse 24: 

…to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, 
and to anoint the most Holy. 

 
In the rest of the verse are listed six things (color coded for easy reference) that are going to take place during this 
period with reference to the Jewish nation. 
 

#1. “to finish the transgression” 
This word for "transgression" here in this verse in the Hebrew is “pasha.” This is the strongest possible Hebrew 
word for transgression. It’s not your ordinary common word for transgression like sin or iniquity. This word means 
an open and willful violation of God's will. In other words it's not an error, it's not a mistake, and it’s not a 
common ordinary sin. It's rebellious sin. Open and willful rebellion against God. 
 
Now if this is talking about Israel as a city and the people - the Israelites - what would it mean "to finish the 
transgression"? It would mean in one way or another the repeated transgression of Israel of God's clearly 
revealed will, during this time-period, would at the conclusion of this time-period come to an end. 
 

#2. “to make an end of sins" 
The literal Hebrew reads "to make an end of sin offering". The Hebrew word is "chatta'ah" and means "sin 
offering" as in "to make an end of sin offering". This is not an end of sin in general but an end of sin offering. 
 
How did the prophecy of the 70 weeks bring the sin offering to an end? It was when Jesus died on the cross the 
veil of the temple was rent (Mk. 15:28). They continued the sacrifices but they had no meaning from that point 
on. 
 
This is saying the sacrificial system was going to come to an end. Did they come to an end in terms of its meaning 
during the period of the 70 weeks? They absolutely did. 
 

#3. “to make reconciliation for iniquity” 
Did the sacrifice of Jesus reconcile man with God?  Romans 5:10 speaks of Jesus as the great reconciler: 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

So the death of Jesus reconciles mankind to God. 
 

#4. “to bring in everlasting righteousness” 
How did Jesus bring in everlasting righteousness in relation to the 70 Weeks? Jesus is the righteousness of God 
(read Romans 3 and 4). The apostle Paul gives the theology of justification. In other words to be righteous is to be 
just. So Jesus by his righteousness brings about justification. 
 

(Jeremiah 23:6) In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his 
name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 
Jesus introduced everlasting righteousness by his death on the cross. 
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#5. “to seal up the vision and prophecy” 
We don’t have the time or space to deal with this phrase like we should, but when it says "seal up vision and 
prophecy" it's speaking about the event that took place at the very end of the 70 weeks with the stoning of 
Stephen. 
 
Do you remember that Stephen had a vision? Did you know that this was the last vision that was given to Israel as 
a nation? Stephen was also the last prophet given to the Jewish nation? 
 
Did Stephen see a vision and did he utter a prophecy?  He most certainly did. 

 
So what would it mean “to seal up vision and prophecy” with respect to the Jewish nation? It would mean that 
visions and prophecy were going to come to an end in respect to the Jewish nation. When they stoned Stephen 
there were going to be no more visions and no more prophets to the nation of Israel. 
 
So if this is the case how many fulfillments of prophecy should we look for in the Middle East? Not even one!!! 
 

#6. “to anoint the most Holy” 
People try and use this to say Jesus went directly into the Most Holy Place. The fact is on the day that the 
sanctuary was inaugurated the priest went into the holy and the most holy place to anoint the sanctuary. 
 
Did Jesus anoint the sanctuary when he went to heaven? The pouring out of the Holy Spirit on earth was an 
indication that Jesus was being inaugurated in heaven as King and Priest. 
 
What happened to a king when he was inaugurated?  He was anointed with oil. And what happened to a priest 
when he was inaugurated?  Again, he was anointed with oil. The Bible says when Aaron was anointed the oil was 
so abundant that it dripped down his beard and all over his clothes and then dripped down to the ground because 
it was so abundant. (Read Exodus 29) 
 
On the Day of Pentecost, what was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit an indication of? There was so much oil that 
was poured over the head of Jesus as He was inaugurated as King and Priest of Israel that some of it spilled over 
onto planet earth. 
 
So on the Day of Pentecost, what was happening on earth was only a dripping of the power that Jesus received 
from his Father. It’s called the promise of his Father and the promise was given to Jesus according to the gospel. 
 
The Father said if you overcome I will give you power to give to your people. 
And this is exactly what happened on the Day of Pentecost – Jesus was anointed with the power of the Spirit. And 
the glory was so great that it spilled over onto planet earth. 
 

(Daniel 9:25) Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem… 
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“commandment” 
The Hebrew word is “dabar” – and is a very common word in the Old Testament. It means to speak, command, or 
decree. 
 
Some examples of “dabar” 

(Daniel 9:23) At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment (dabar) came forth, 
and I am come to shew thee… 

 
God is giving the “dabar” to Gabriel and it is to go to Daniel. 
 
More examples of “dabar” 

(Esther 1:19) If it please the king, let there go a royal commandment (dabar) from him, and 
let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it be not altered, 

 
The commandment (or “dabar”) is written in the laws of the Medes and Persians. 
 
The "dabar" goes with a swearing or an oath. 

(Isaiah 45:23) I have sworn by myself, the word (dabar) is gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness,… 

 
So now we know where the “going forth” comes from – it’s out of the mouth. So this is a decree that is going to 
come out of someone’s mouth. 
 
Artaxerxes and the “dabar” 
In Ezra 7 we have the decree given by Artaxerxes which is the same as Daniel 9:25 - it's called a decree. 
 

(Ezra 7:13) I make a decree (dabar), that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests 
and Levites, in my realm, which are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go 
with thee. 

 
It's interesting to notice that Artaxerxes gives a decree for the people to go back to the city. In Daniel 9:25 this is a 
royal decree which is given and this royal decree has the purpose of doing what?  
 

(Daniel 9:25) Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment (or the decree) to restore and to build Jerusalem... 

 
The royal decree has the purpose to “restore” and “build” Jerusalem. What do these two words mean? Do they 
mean the same thing or do they have different meanings? These two words are related but they have different 
meanings. 
 
 

The Babylonian captivity 
QUESTION: What came first - the loss of government (or governance) by the kings and the priests and the rulers 
and the elders in Jerusalem ---- and then Jerusalem was destroyed? Or was Jerusalem destroyed and then as a 
result they lose governance? 
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When did Jerusalem lose its political independence to rule itself according to its law? Was the city destroyed in 
605? No. So what came first - the destruction and then the loss of governance or the loss of governance first and 
then the city destroyed? It was the loss of governance that came first. Daniel chapter 1 tells us. 
 

(Daniel 1:1, 2) In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.  
2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the 
house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he 
brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. 

 
Who did Nebuchadnezzar take with him? He took certain of the children of Israel - the royal line. So what has 
Israel lost at this point? They have lost governance. Then what was going to come later on as a result of losing 
governance? The destruction of the city. 
 
2 Kings 24:14, 15 tells us that Nebuchadnezzar took those captive who kept the society functioning (military, 
craftsmen, smiths, the king and his officers – and he left the very poor. Nebuchadnezzar took the rulers and those 
who offered employment. This is how you take a city. 
 
IMPORTANT --- Which comes first - the loss of governance or the destruction of the city? 
The loss of governance comes first according to what we're reading. After the loss of governance then comes the 
actual destruction of the city. Though related, they are two separate things. 
 
 "Build" refers to the actual and physical rebuilding of the structures of the city – meaning the walls, the houses, 
and the city itself - all needed to be built up. 
 
Jerusalem also had to be restored. What does it mean – “restore”? Did they once again have to have the land - by 
official decree that it belonged to them and they had autonomy? Yes, and would it be necessary for them to have 
the right to set up kings, and princes, and judges, and elders to rule over the land once again? This is what it is 
saying. 
 
Some may be thinking this is just academics. IT IS NOT. The reason why this is not academic is that there was more 
than one decree. There were actually 4 decrees - and how do we decide which one to choose? 
 

THE 3 DECREES 
In order for a decree to count as the decree that begins the 70 weeks it has to be a decree that does two things: 

 1. It has to be a decree that says Jerusalem will be built. 

 2. It also has to be an official decree that gives them the right to self-rule again by        returning 
and restoring to them the land. 
 
The first decree was given in the year in 536 by Cyrus. This is found in Ezra 1:1-4 and  
2 Chronicles 36:23. Let’s examine the decree that was given in 536 by Cyrus. 
 

(2 Chronicles 36:23) Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia… 

Notice that he is uttering a word or command (a “dabar”). 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 10 

…All the kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem… 

What did God tell Cyrus to do? To build a house. This would be the temple. 

…which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The LORD his God be with 
him, and let him go up. 

 
Did God tell Cyrus to give a decree to build the city? No!  He gave them a decree to build a house - the temple. 
Cyrus never gave the Jews the right to self-govern. You don't find it anywhere. His decree was specific – he said 
“rebuild the temple.” He never commanded that they could put judges, that they could execute the death penalty 
if necessary, reestablish elders or the theocracy - he never gave such a command. 
 
This cannot be the decree mentioned in Daniel 9. 
 
 
The second decree was given by Darius the first. This is really not a new decree but a reconfirmation of the decree 
that was given by Cyrus to rebuild the temple. 
 
The Israelites returned with a lot of enthusiasm in the year 536 when Cyrus gave the decree. The 70 year captivity 
had come to an end in this year (536). Everyone goes back with enthusiasm - they build the foundations of the 
temple - they're all pumped up and they're going to build the temple and they start facing problems. There's 
opposition and they say forget the temple and let's go build our houses. 
 
From the year 520 - when Darius reconfirms the decree (Ezra 6:3-12) that was given by Cyrus - which only gave 
permission to build the temple. Read Haggai 1:1-11 as this deals specifically with the rebuilding of the temple. The 
people did get down to business. In the year 515 (just 5 years later) the temple was finished. 
 
 
The third decree --- In the year 457 B.C. we have a decree given by King Artaxerxes I - also known as Artaxerxes 
Longimanus. 
 
(NOTE: this is not the Xerxes of Esther - this king came afterward). 
 
In Prophets & Kings (p. 610) Ellen White says there were three decrees given by Persian kings with respect to the 
restoration of Israel. She's only repeating what we find in Ezra 6:14 - the three decrees are mentioned here. 
 

(Ezra 6:14) And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the 
prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and 
finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the 
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. 

 
Now this third decree given by Artaxerxes I is the decree that fulfills the Biblical specifications for the restoration 
and the building of Jerusalem. The reason why is because it's the only decree that actually authorizes both the 
building and the restoring of the city. 
 
 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 11 

Before we read this third decree let’s remind ourselves what the decree has to include. In order for a decree to 
count as the decree that begins the 70 weeks it has to be a decree that does two things: 

 1. It has to be a decree that says Jerusalem will be built. 

 2. It also has to be an official decree that gives them the right to self-rule again by returning and restoring 
to them the land. 
 
Let’s see if the decree in Ezra 7 fits exactly what Daniel 9 says. Let’s read it carefully. 

(Ezra 7:12-28) 
12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven, 
perfect peace, and at such a time. 
13 I make a decree… 

Notice that he is making an official decree – just like Daniel 9:25 says. 

…that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee. 
14 Forasmuch as thou art sent of the king, and of his seven counsellors, to enquire 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem, according to the law of thy God which is in thine hand; 

Is Artaxerxes I authorizing Israel to govern itself according to the law of their God? Yes he is and it will become 
even more clearer as we read on. 

15 And to carry the silver and gold, which the king and his counsellors have freely offered 
unto the God of Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem, 
16 And all the silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of Babylon, with the 
freewill offering of the people, and of the priests, offering willingly for the house of their 
God which is in Jerusalem:  
17 That thou mayest buy speedily with this money bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meat 
offerings and their drink offerings, and offer them upon the altar of the house of your God 
which is in Jerusalem. 

Notice that he is giving animals for the sanctuary service. 

18 And whatsoever shall seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with the rest of the 
silver and the gold, that do after the will of your God. 
19 The vessels also that are given thee for the service of the house of thy God, those deliver 
thou before the God of Jerusalem. 
20 And whatsoever more shall be needful for the house of thy God, which thou shalt have 
occasion to bestow, bestow it out of the king's treasure house. 
 

 And now notice how this decree takes a turn. 
 

21 And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree to all the treasurers which are 
beyond the river, that whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven, shall require of you, it be done speedily, 
22 Unto an hundred talents of silver, and to an hundred measures of wheat, and to an 
hundred baths of wine, and to an hundred baths of oil, and salt without prescribing how 
much. 
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23 Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done for the house 
of the God of heaven: for why should there be wrath against the realm of the king and his 
sons? 
24 Also we certify you, that touching any of the priests and Levites, singers, porters, 
Nethinims, or ministers of this house of God, it shall not be lawful to impose toll, tribute, or 
custom, upon them. 
25 And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, that is in thine hand,… 

Now here comes the crucial part!!! 

…set magistrates and judges… 
 
What is Ezra being authorized to do? To set magistrates and judges. Does that have anything to do with 
governance? It absolutely does. But notice how it describes it even more. 
 

…which may judge all the people that are beyond the river, all such as know the laws of thy 
God and teach ye them that know them not.  

Notice that the law of God is going to be the basis of judgment now.  

26 And whosoever will not do the law of thy God, and the law of the king, let judgment be 
executed speedily upon him, whether it be unto death, or to banishment, or to confiscation 
of goods, or to imprisonment. 

Now they have authorization to even use the death penalty. 

27 Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing as this in the king's 
heart, to beautify the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem: 
28 And hath extended mercy unto me before the king, and his counsellors, and before all 
the king's mighty princes. And I was strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was 
upon me, and I gathered together out of Israel chief men to go up with me. 

 
This is talking about restoring and building Jerusalem. They can now rule according to the law of God. This decree 
given by Artaxerxes fits the description given in Daniel 9 of building and restoring perfectly and properly. This was 
given in the year 457 B.C. 
 
Now that we have established the correct decree and the correct date for that decree this starting date is a 
springboard for much of what the prophecy says next. 
 

(Daniel 9) 
25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks… 

 
The seven weeks have to do with the restoring and building of Jerusalem and then the 62 weeks lead 
us to the coming of Messiah. 
 
So the first seven weeks would take us if we begin in the year 457 – this would take us to 408 B.C. 
because seven weeks times seven days equals 49. 
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So for 49 years after this decree goes into effect the wall and the street are built again – but are they 
built easily meaning without difficulty? No, they are built in very troublous times. There was much 
opposition. Just read the book of Nehemiah and Ezra. There was constant opposition to the restoring 
and building of Jerusalem – just like the prophecy of Daniel 9 says. 
 

(25) …the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and 
the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the 
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the 
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of 
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined 
shall be poured upon the desolate. 

 
Again using the start date of when the decree was given will give us accuracy on events within the prophecy of the 
70 weeks. We can also know the date when probation will close on the Jews as a nation. 
 
It is time for all of to “dig in” to these treasures of the Bible. 

WEDNESDAY – Mission to the Gentiles 

(Acts 13:46) Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word 
of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 

 
It was necessary to have first been spoken to the Jews first because the prophecy of Daniel 9 (the 70 weeks) 
deemed it so. The Jewish nation was persistent in their rejection of the Messiah and their probation had closed 
with the stoning of Stephen in 34 A.D. 
 
Who was the ring leader in the stoning of Stephen? It was Saul of Tarsus – who would become the champion of 
the gospel. The one who led out in the final event of the 70 weeks and the closing of probation of the Jewish 
nation would be the one that would influence all until this world would end by the second coming of Jesus. 

THURSDAY – The Great Commission 

Just as the disciples shook the world up and turned it upside down with the gospel so will God’s end-time 
remnant. 
 

(Matthew 24:14) And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

 
And “this gospel” is found and identified in Revelation 14:6-12. 
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We are to reflect the light 

In Revelation Jesus is seen walking among the seven golden candlesticks. 

(Revelation 1:12, 13) And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I 
saw seven golden candlesticks; 
13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a 
garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

 
What are these seven golden candlesticks that Jesus is attending to? 

(Revelation 1:20) “the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.” 
 
The reason the churches are symbolized by candlesticks is because a candlestick is a light, and what is the church 
supposed to be? Jesus said “Ye are the light of the world.” (Matt. 5:14) 
 
Why is Jesus walking among the seven candlesticks? 

(Acts of the Apostles, p. 585) Christ is spoken of as walking in the midst of the golden 
candlesticks. Thus is symbolized His relation to the churches. He is in constant 
communication with His people. He knows their true state. He observes their order, their 
piety, their devotion. Although He is high priest and mediator in the sanctuary above, yet 
He is represented as walking up and down in the midst of His churches on the earth. With 
untiring wakefulness and unremitting vigilance, He watches to see whether the light of any 
of His sentinels is burning dim or going out. If the candlesticks were left to mere human 
care, the flickering flame would languish and die; but He is the true watchman in the 
Lord's house, the true warden of the temple courts. His continued care and sustaining 
grace are the source of life and light. 

 
Jesus is walking among the seven candlesticks so the flame doesn’t go out. He is constantly putting oil in the 
lamps. In other words Jesus is carefully attending his church on earth making sure the flame of truth doesn’t die 
out, and that his church always has a supply of the oil – the Holy Spirit. 
 
The church is symbolized by a candlestick – what is the church to do with the light? 

(Matthew 5:14-16) Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 
15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 

 
The church is to give its light to all. It is to let its light shine to all. And the purpose is to glorify God.  
 
So if we have a message of three angels and if the church won’t preach it – will there be consequences? 
 

(Mark 4:21-25) And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or 
under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick? 
22 For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept 
secret, but that it should come abroad. 
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23 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 
24 And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. 
25 For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken 
even that which he hath. 

 
In other words if we have light and hide it under a bushel (refuse to let the light shine - preach the truth) God is 
going to remove all that light from us. 
 
If you or I don't reflect the light (preach the message that God has given us) what is God going to do? He's going to 
take the light from us and if you don't have any light to give because it's been taken away - then you're in 
darkness - and the Devil is the prince of darkness. In other words you will be under Satan's power. THIS IS SERIOUS 
BUSINESS! 
 
We must constantly realize that it is Jesus that keeps the missionary spirit alive in the church and among church 
members. As the quote in Acts of the Apostles, p. 585 says – “If the candlesticks were left to mere human care, the 
flickering flame would languish and die.” 
 

(John 15:5) I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
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