
 

METRO NEW YORK WORLD MINISTRY 
ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL CONTRIBUTING NOTES 

For the week of Oct 3 – Oct 9, 2015 

Lesson #2: Jeremiah 

 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 1 

SABBATH – The Crisis (Within and Without) 

(Memory Text) Jeremiah 2:3 “Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour 
him shall offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD. 
 
This lesson raises a tremendous point in the 3rd paragraph. We will quote this paragraph for those who may not 
have a copy of the Quarterly; 
 

“God’s people faced many challenges, both from within and from without. Unfortunately, 
despite the terrible military threat from foreign powers, in many ways the greatest crisis 
came from within. Within meant not just a corrupt leadership and corrupt priesthood, 
which were bad enough, but within was in the sense of people whose hearts had been so 
hardened and damaged by sin and apostasy that they refused to heed the warnings that 
God was sending them, warnings that could have spared them from disaster.” 

 
From the Spirit of Prophecy: 

(Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 252) The Lord here shows us that the message to be borne to His 
people by ministers whom He has called to warn the people is not a peace-and-safety 
message. 

 
If we were able to go back in time and ask the people and the leadership how the church was doing they would 
have said something like “Oh, the church isn’t perfect by any means, but we’re doing pretty well. The Lord is 
blessing us.” 
 
All throughout Israel’s history whenever they had good and faithful leadership the people were in a close 
covenant relation with God. Whenever the leadership was corrupt the people were also in apostasy. 
 
How is the Seventh-day Adventist Church today? How is the leadership and how are the people? If we were to 
look around and allowed our eyes, most, no doubt, would say the church is doing well, despite having difference 
of opinion on some theology. 
 
But this would contradict the testimony of the faithful and true witness (Jesus) in Revelation 3. 
 

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; 
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

 
According to Jesus himself the last church, Laodicea, which is symbolized as the Seventh-day Adventist Church is 
as destitute as can be. This is a sad reality. Most will not want to hear this. 
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We have two complete opposite perspectives: Laodicea says “I’m alright.”, and Jesus says “No, you’re all wrong.” 
 

(Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 252) What greater deception can come upon human minds than a 
confidence that they are right when they are all wrong! The message of the True Witness 
finds the people of God in a sad deception, yet honest in that deception. They know not 
that their condition is deplorable in the sight of God. While those addressed are flattering 
themselves that they are in an exalted spiritual condition, the message of the True Witness 
breaks their security by the startling denunciation of their true condition of spiritual 
blindness, poverty, and wretchedness. The testimony, so cutting and severe, cannot be a 
mistake, for it is the True Witness who speaks, and His testimony must be correct. 

 
Who will we believe? Ourselves and our own intuition? Or Jesus who would never lie to us? 
 
Jesus further says in Revelation 3: 
 

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

 
Do we realize what this text is saying? Jesus is saying this last church does not have on the righteousness of Christ. 
He’s pleading with us to put on his righteousness instead of our own filthy rags of a garment, like the Pharisees of 
old did. 

SUNDAY – A Quick History 

Joshua 2:1-15 is highlighted for discussion and asks the question: “What caused the crisis, and how was it made 
manifest?” 

 
Verse 2 gives us the biggest clue as to what the crisis was: 
 

(Joshua 2:2) And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw 
down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? 

 
Israel, God’s people, was “building bridges” with the other nations (the heathens). This was strictly 
forbidden by God as he has never allowed his people to form “partnerships” of any kind with others. 
And the result of this is Israel started worshipping their ‘gods.’ Apostasy goes unchecked and the next 
generation comes along and they know not the Lord (vs. 10). 
 
Does this have implications for the Seventh-day Adventist Church today? Is this same thing happening in 
our day? Have we not learned the lessons of old? 
 

(1 Corinthians 10:11) Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
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The lesson asks the following (found at the bottom of the page): 

“Think about the problem of the next generation not having the values and beliefs of the 
one before it. How have we, as a church, dealt with this issue? How can we learn to 
transmit our values to those who follow us?” 

 
Many years ago the Adventist Church stood strong for the truth and esp. the three angel’s messages. I once heard 
the late Russell Standish say the sure way to get rid of a truth from the church is to not preach about it, don’t 
teach on it, and don’t mention it in our publications and then just wait – just keep waiting for the next generation 
of Adventists to come in, and it’s done. It’s forgotten because this new generation knows nothing about it. And 
this is what has happened with the three angel’s messages. Several generations have gone by with hardly a 
mention of our distinctive message. Several generations have come in and the message is almost silent, influential 
members are actually speaking out against it in the open and there isn’t much opposition to it. It seems as if the 
people are ready to consider what is being said and move on without this message. 
 
Our involvement with the World Council of Churches has slowly brought us into idolatry with their “gods.”  Very 
recently the NAD has partnered with the US Conference of Catholic Bishops (and a few other religions) in official 
capacity in Faith Counts. These things are equal to what happened in the days of ancient Israel. God was not 
pleased then why should he be now. 
 

(Malachi 3:6) For I am the LORD, I change not… 
 

(Hebrews 13:8) Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
 
We have not transmitted our values to our youth, but encourage them to delve into sin. Many years ago we stood 
strong against theater attendance but today we encourage it. Just look at the Guide magazine website (a 
magazine for the youth of the church). The third link on their website is “Games” --- where you can play all kinds 
of games. To the right of the site is a banner called “Sports Zone” --- where kids can discuss sports. Then you have 
a link for “Smart Screen” where they review all the latest movies that Hollywood makes. They even have an article 
that tries to discredit Christian Berdahl’s series on the dangers of music “The Distraction Dilemma.” I’m not trying 
to pick on Guide magazine; I’m just stating the obvious when you go to their webpage. Nothing spiritual at all on 
the site – very worldly, and this is what the church gives to the youth. There is nothing about the three angel’s 
messages. Yes, the youth should know about these messages. They should know about what is about to happen. 
 

(Adventist Home, p. 186 Satan is marshaling his hosts; and are we individually prepared for 
the fearful conflict that is just before us? Are we preparing our children for the great crisis? 
Are we preparing ourselves and our households to understand the position of our 
adversaries and their modes of warfare? Are our children forming habits of decision, that 
they may be firm and unyielding in every matter of principle and duty? I pray that we all 
may understand the signs of the times, and that we may so prepare ourselves and our 
children that in the time of conflict God may be our refuge and defense. 

 
We are not trying to “bash” the church as this is our church too and we love the church. It is apostasy that we 
should hate. We have to relize what is happening and we must realize our true condition as described by the 
faithful and true witness Jesus Christ. 
 
Out only hope is Christ and his righteousness. His message will lead us back to him. 
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(Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 87) The only hope for the Laodiceans is a clear view of their standing 
before God, and a knowledge of the nature of their disease. 

MONDAY – The Two Kingdoms 

Again we will quote a paragraph from the lesson for those who may not have the Quarterly: 
 

“Despite all the terrible leadership, so many of the prophetic books of the Bible, including 
Jeremiah, are the words of the prophets whom God sent to His people in an attempt to 
turn them away from the sin and apostasy that was eating at the heart of the nation. The 
Lord was not going to give up on His people without giving them ample time and 
opportunity to turn from their evil ways and be spared the disaster that their sin would, 
inevitably, bring.” 

 
The period of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms brought Israel into deeper apostasy. As the above quote from 
the lesson states God sent messages through the prophets to warn the people, to give them ample opportunities 
to repent and return to God. 
 
Considering our condition (the Laodicea church) God is still pleading with us. Not only has he given us easy access 
to the Bible but in his mercy he has sent us further and even plainer warning through the Spirit of Prophecy --- 
Ellen White. It is only because of love of his people that he has done this. Will we despise and crucify the prophet 
like Israel of old did? Or will we humble ourselves like the few did among the nation of Israel? 
 

(Proverbs 29:18) Where there is no vision, the people perish: 
 
The word for vision is the same expression found in the book of Daniel where he had a “prophetic” vision. 
Without the prophets – the seers (1 Sam. 9:9) – we are blind and will perish. One of the character flaws of 
Laodicea is she is blind (Rev. 3:17). This must mean that we are not paying attention to the prophets and their 
messages whether they be on prophecy or of reproof and warnings to return to God. 

TUESDAY – Two Evils 

Highlighted for discussion is Jeremiah 2:1-28 – a tremendous chapter full of lessons for God’s people today. The 
lesson also asks us to answer several questions: 
 

1. What promises had God made to the nation when they were faithful? 

In verses 2 and 3 it says Israel went seeking after God. In other words they wanted the righteousness of 
Christ. They wanted to be in a covenant relationship with Jehovah. And the Lord says I will stretch forth 
my hand and protect you. 
 
God will protect his faithful church. If he did not he would be looked upon as an unfaithful husband. Israel 
is his bride and if any husband will protect his bride. 
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Isn’t this true today? Has God changed? He will protect his church. It is his bride. In Daniel 12 is one of my 
favorite verses: 
 

(Dan. 12:1) And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the 
children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall 
be found written in the book. 

 
This is when Jesus “stands up” and he begins to rule as King of kings and Lord of lords. He leaves heaven 
to save his people from what is happening on earth. Daniel 11:40-45 describe what is happening. In verse 
44 the Papacy (king of the north) has just gotten the nations to implement the death decree on those who 
are faithful to God. In verse 45 he is surrounding God’s people and looking to act out that decree --- but 
he is unable. Why? Because at the end of verse 45 it says “yet he shall come to his end” and because of 
what we just read in Daniel 12:1 --- Michael stands up to deliver his people. At this very time the plagues 
start falling. The fifth plague is specifically for the Roman Papacy. 
 
We should praise and thank God for his promises, and we should learn to believe them now. 

 
2. What were some of the priests, pastors, and prophets doing that was sinful? 

Verse 8 says Israel knew not the Lord, they worshipped Baal and involved in idolatry, and walked after 
things that do not profit. 
 
Is there anything else they were doing? verses 13 and 18 tell us: 
 

13 For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. 
18 And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast 
thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river? 

 
Israel was drinking from other sources instead of the “fountain of living waters.” They were going to Egypt 
and Assyria for spiritual instruction. 
 

(Deut. 12:30-31) Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, 
after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou enquire not after their 
gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise. 
31 Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy God… 

 
Who is the only one we can go to and “drink”? 

(John 7:37 – Jesus is speaking) If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 
 
Jesus is the rock that brings forth waters of life (1 Cor. 10:4). This drink does not make one drunk as 
Babylon is drunk with false teaching. 
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If the Lord was displeased then with his people going to other sources for “wisdom” would not he be 
displeased now? Is he displeased when we send our pastors to a Babylonian church (Willow Creek) to be 
trained? It’s no different. When we do things like this God calls it “wickedness” and “backsliding” (Jer. 
2:19). 
 

(Isaiah 56:10-12) His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb 
dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy 
dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: 
they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say 
they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow 
shall be as this day, and much more abundant. 

 
God has never allowed his people to consult other nations/religions. Whenever this has happened the 
end result was always unfaithfulness of God’s people. 
 

(Sons and Daughters of God, p. 19) God is pleased when we keep our faces turned toward the Sun 
of Righteousness.... When we are in trouble and pressed down with anxieties, the Lord is near, 
and He bids us cast all our care upon Him, because He cares for us.... 

 
3. In what terrible ways were the people self-deceived in regard to their true spiritual condition? 

It is easy to rationalize away anything. we are masters at rationalization. Here we become deceived. 
Remember Laodicea is completely deceived as to her condition. She thinks she is doing well, but God says 
we are in a condition that makes him nauseous. 
 

 “…the True Witness finds the people of God in a sad deception… They know not that 
their condition is deplorable in the sight of God.” (Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 252) 

WEDNESDAY – The Babylonian Threat 

Because of Israel’s apostasy and repeated refusals to heed the words of the Lord through the prophets, God 
allowed them and their land to be taken captive by Babylon. But many, in this condition, still believed they were 
following the Lord. In other words they were deceived as to their true condition. Again, this parallels the problem 
of Laodicea. 
 
What will happen to the people of Laodicea if they refuse to heed the words of the prophets God sends them? 
Remember Laodicea thinks she is “OK” in the Lord’s sight. what will happen to these deceived ones? 
 
One of the chief characteristics of Laodicea is that she is “blind.” Notice how God’s professed people in the days of 
Jesus were also in this same condition. 
 

(Matthew 23) 
23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!...  24 Ye blind guides… 
25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!...  26 Thou blind Pharisee…  27 Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
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What is the reason Jesus is calling them blind? Verse 34 tells us: 

Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify; 

 
It was their rejection of the prophets and counsels from God that made them blind.  Now notice what Jesus says 
about the blind Pharisees and those blind people who follow them blindly – notice what he says will happen to 
them: 
 

(Matthew 15:14) Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead 
the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 

 
What is this ditch that they will fall into because they insist on being blind spiritually (which means to reject the 
prophets)? 
 

(Proverbs 23:27) For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow pit. 
 
Isn’t there a “great whore” in Revelation 17 --- Mystery Babylon the great? If we refuse to heed the counsel of the 
spirit of prophecy, whom the Lord has given to us, we will fall into the hands of the Roman power. There only two 
sides: God’s or Satan’s (Roman Church). 
 
The Spirit of Prophecy describes those Adventists who will fall into this ditch for the blind: 

(The Great Controversy, p. 608) As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed 
faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the 
truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world 
and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and 
when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent 
and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and 
mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When 
Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are 
the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports 
and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them. 

 
We are to bear fruit – God is a fruit inspector 

(The Great Controversy, p. 601) Many are deceived as to their true condition before God. 
They congratulate themselves upon the wrong acts which they do not commit, and forget 
to enumerate the good and noble deeds which God requires of them, but which they have 
neglected to perform. It is not enough that they are trees in the garden of God. They are to 
answer His expectation by bearing fruit. He holds them accountable for their failure to 
accomplish all the good which they could have done, through His grace strengthening 
them. In the books of heaven they are registered as cumberers of the ground. Yet the case 
of even this class is not utterly hopeless. With those who have slighted God’s mercy and 
abused His grace, the heart of long-suffering love yet pleads. “Wherefore He saith, Awake 
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that 
ye walk circumspectly, ... redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:14-
16 
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(Psalm 119:99, 104) Thy testimonies are my meditation…. Through Thy precepts I get 
understanding: therefore I hate every false way.” 

THURSDAY – Swearing Falsely 

How many of us are claiming to be Seventh-day Adventists, claiming to uphold and defend the truth, and claiming 
the sacred name of Jesus and yet we are living like devils and have become liars? In other words we are swearing 
falsely. 
 
This was the condition of Ancient Israel and Laodicea has the same problem. Just as God’s professed people in the 
days of Jeremiah refused the warnings and reproofs, so does Laodicea. 
 

(Revelation 3:19) As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 
 

(Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 64) This is the danger to which the church 
is now exposed--that the inventions of finite men shall mark out the precise way for the 
Holy Spirit to come. Though they would not care to acknowledge it, some have already 
done this. And because the Spirit is to come, not to praise men or to build up their 
erroneous theories, but to reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment, 
many turn away from it. They are not willing to be deprived of the garments of their own 
self-righteousness. They are not willing to exchange their own righteousness, which is 
unrighteousness, for the righteousness of Christ, which is pure, unadulterated truth. The 
Holy Spirit flatters no man, neither does it work according to the devising of any man. 
Finite, sinful men are not to work the Holy Spirit. When it shall come as a reprover, through 
any human agent whom God shall choose, it is man's place to hear and obey its voice. 

 
(The Desire of Ages, p. 587) The prophets of God were hated by apostate Israel because 
through them their hidden sins were brought to light. Ahab regarded Elijah as his enemy 
because the prophet was faithful to rebuke the king's secret iniquities. So today the 
servant of Christ, the reprover of sin, meets with scorn and rebuffs. Bible truth, the 
religion of Christ, struggles against a strong current of moral impurity. Prejudice is even 
stronger in the hearts of men now than in Christ's day. Christ did not fulfill men's 
expectations; His life was a rebuke to their sins, and they rejected Him. So now the truth of 
God's word does not harmonize with men's practices and their natural inclination, and 
thousands reject its light. Men prompted by Satan cast doubt upon God's word, and choose 
to exercise their independent judgment. They choose darkness rather than light, but they 
do it at the peril of their souls. Those who caviled at the words of Christ, found ever-
increased cause for cavil, until they turned from the Truth and the Life. So it is now. God 
does not propose to remove every objection which the carnal heart may bring against His 
truth. To those who refuse the precious rays of light which would illuminate the darkness, 
the mysteries of God's word remain such forever. From them the truth is hidden. They 
walk blindly, and know not the ruin before them. 
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