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SABBATH – The Destruction of Jerusalem 

(Memory Text) Jeremiah 29:7 “And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away 
captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.” 
 
It is important to take notice that God allowed the city to be taken by Babylon. In other words as dismal as this 
event was, God is in control. And we should never forget this point. To human eyes and ears, when 
Nebuchadnezzar took the city captive, all hope had been lost. But the Bible time and again assures us that God is 
always in control of earthly events. 
 

(Daniel 1:1, 2) In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. 
2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the 
house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he 
brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. 

 
We can be sure that Nebuchadnezzar, when he captured the city and took the vessels of the temple and placed 
them in the gods of Babylon’s temple, he was thinking how powerful and mighty he was. He was thinking that his 
“gods” were more powerful than the God of the Hebrews. But the text says that God gave all this into his hands. 
Again who is in control? It is God every step of the way. 
 

(Daniel 2:20-22) Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: 
for wisdom and might are his: 
21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: 
he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: 
22 He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the 
light dwelleth with him. 

 
Again, these verses should assure us that God is in control of human history. Nothing escapes him as it says “he 
knows what is in the darkness.” 
 
We should learn to trust God no matter what the circumstances. We should trust him that even when Babylon 
invades his city (Jerusalem) that he is in control. 
 

(Daniel 2:23) I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me 
wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou 
hast now made known unto us the king's matter. 

 
We should learn to give God thanks and praise even in the most terrible of times. How important is this? If we 
can’t what are we going to do when the time of trouble comes upon us? 
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The destruction of modern Jerusalem 
Has Babylon invaded and decimated God’s spiritual Jerusalem? It has been prophesied by our prophet. 
 

(Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 204) The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the 
supposition that a great reformation was to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and 
that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of 
our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to take 
place, what would result? The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the 
remnant church, would be discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental 
principles that have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as 
error. A new organization would be established. Books of a new order would be written. A 
system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced. The founders of this system would 
go into the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly 
regarded, as also the God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of 
the new movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being 
removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is 
worthless. Their foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would 
sweep away the structure. 

 
We must realize this Omega of apostasy has already happened and is intensifying as we move closer and closer to 
the very final events. Another important point is that this is speaking of something happening within the church 
organization. How has this happened you say? 
 
Spiritual Babylon had invaded spiritual Jerusalem. It was a long process but really started gaining steam in the 
1950s when some of our leaders were secretly meeting with evangelicals Donald Barnhouse and Walter Martin. 
These meetings produced the first (of only two) official book from the conference on our beliefs and doctrines: 
Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions on Doctrine. This book while very scholarly changed several of our 
beliefs in order to appease the evangelicals they were meeting with. Our leaders were looking to become more 
“main stream” and accepting within the popular body of churches. But in the process they either denied or 
downplayed much of the faith. This included the sanctuary/investigative judgment, the spirit of prophecy, the 
nature of Christ, as well as others. 
 
The last couple of weeks we touched on the subject of “dogs” in the church. It’s interesting what the Bible says 
about a dumb and greedy dog: 
 

(Isaiah 56:12) Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong 
drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant. 

 
The wine here is the wine of Babylon – false teachings and corruptions. In other words God’s people are 
intentionally looking to drink this wine. It says “I will” and “we will” – they want this wine. They’re not happy with 
what God has given them (The Three Angel’s Messages). They trade in this message for Babylon’s doctrines. 
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Ben Carson has created the scenario that will lead the church to reveal itself 
With a Seventh-day Adventist running for the Presidential nominee this has led journalist to dig into what 
Seventh-day Adventists believe. The church is in an uncomfortable situation so they jumped the gun and sent out 
their own man to tell the world what Seventh-day Adventists believe. 
 
Elder G. Alexander Bryant, who serves as the executive secretary of the North American Division and associate 
secretary of the General Conference, was the man they sent out for this task. Let’s look at what he told the world 
about Seventh-day Adventists and what they believe. 
 
(Note: All quote from Elder Alexander Bryant are from the NPR, Oct. 27, 2015 article “All Your Questions About Seventh-Day 
Adventism And Ben Carson Answered”) 

 
The first quote immediately distances the church from the Spirit of Prophecy and will reveal what we think of 
other churches who keep Sunday: 

“We do not believe that the only way you can be saved is to keep the Sabbath,” says 
Bryant, noting that the Bible is their only source for their doctrine and that Adventists 
don’t believe other churches to be heretical if they worship on Sundays instead of 
Saturdays.”  

 
What does “heretical” mean? From the online Oxford dictionary: “believing in or practicing religious heresy.” So it 
seems that he is saying that our church doesn’t see anything wrong with other churches who keep Sunday – we’re 
all brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
And while the Bible is the only source for our doctrine, we have the Spirit of Prophecy, who, if she is a prophet, 
was inspired by the same exact Holy Spirit as the Bible writers. There are no degrees of inspiration. Either it’s from 
God or it isn’t --- get off the fence. 
 
The next question (from NPR) and answer (from Elder Bryant) is interesting and revealing: 

NPR: Do their (meaning Seventh-day Adventists) beliefs differ from traditional evangelicals? 
Elder Bryant: Not much. Aside from different days of worship and an outsize emphasis on 
health and nutrition, doctrinally the two are about the same.... If you know our faith, you 
can’t say we don’t have the same beliefs as other Protestants.” 

 
Aside from Jesus coming to this earth, dying our death, being buried and resurrecting the third day – name one 
belief traditional Adventist has with main stream Christianity! 
 

1. Baptism (only Baptist agree with us) 
2. Health Laws – none agree 
3. Sabbath – none agree (Seventh-day Baptists are not mains stream) 
4. State of the Dead – none agree 
5. The Ten Commandments (Protestants are completely confused about this) 
6. Grace – none really (Protestants think grace blots out the law) 
7. Faith and Works – (they’re really confused here) 
8. The Millennium – non (SDAs are exclusive to this view of the 1000 years) 
9. The Second Coming – none (Protestants are either Preterists or Futurists) 
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10. Prophecy (in general) – none (Protestants have abandoned Historicism and have become totally unsure 
and confused about final events) 

11. Salvation – none (Protestants believe it was all done at the cross and are oblivious to what Jesus is 
performing on our behalf in the heavenly sanctuary since 1844) 

12. The antichrist – none (Protestants believe it’s some nasty political ruler that will come to power after the 
secret rapture) 

13. The Mark of the Beast – none (Most Protestants believe it’s a micro-chip and that it has nothing to do 
with the commandments of God) 

 
We could go on and on. The only other belief that we could maybe agree is the Lord’s Supper. Even here many 
Protestants are toying with the idea of the Roman Catholic view. 
 
So how can Elder Bryant say such a statement? It’s most likely because he’s telling the truth as far as he’s 
concerned. The Adventist Church has been changed and he is only reflecting that change. 
 
One more statement from Bryant that is very interesting: 

NPR: Are Seventh-day Adventists endorsing Carson? 
Elder Bryant: “Definitely not. When he announced in May, the church released a statement reiterating its 
neutrality and reaffirming its belief in separation of church and state. We have a very strict and very strong focus 
on religious liberty. We advocate and we believe deeply that church and state should be separated.” 
 
Amen to this quote – but do we practice this? Absolutely not. We have become just like the other Protestant 
bodies and have started getting involved with civil governments to gain influence and prestige. 
 
Now keep in mind that Elder Bryant is also the associate secretary of the General Conference. Do you think he is 
oblivious to the following articles? 
 
From the Adventist Review, Sept. 24, 2015: 

Headline: “ADRA Tackles Global Woes With 7 Days of ‘Prayer for Everyone’” 
Sub-headline: “The Adventist agency joins the United Nations in seeking to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals” 

From the article: 

ADRA kicked off a seven-day “Prayer for Everyone” initiative on Thursday to share with Seventh-day 
Adventists worldwide its plans to work with the United Nations to end extreme poverty, fight 
inequality and injustice, and combat climate change. 

Is this not the Pope’s message? 

The Adventist Development and Relief Agency is joining other faith communities around the world in 
promoting the initiative…Participants seek to support the UN in achieving its Sustainable Development 
Goals, a 15-year program that starts in January and runs through 2030. 

 
Is this not the joining of church and state on one of the biggest levels? Not only are we teaming up with the very 
powers that will unite to persecute God’s faithful but ADRA has pledged to promote and fight for the Pope’s 
message: “extreme poverty” “(income) inequality” and “climate change.” Again we have abandoned the Three 
Angel’s Messages completely, because ADRA is not allowed to share it because it gets approx. 50% of its funds 
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from the government to operate, and ADRA have taken on the Antichrist’s agenda to promote “climate change”, 
etc… 
 
Let’s remind ourselves what the prophet has said: 

“The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be 
discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that have sustained 
the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new organization would be 
established.” 

 
Are we also to believe Elder Bryant is oblivious to this next article from the Adventist Review, April 6, 2015? 
 

Headline: “Adventist Church President Holds First Meeting With UN Chief” 
Sub-headline: “The two leaders discuss ways to help people and promote religious tolerance.” 

From the article: 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed concerns about growing religious intolerance 
worldwide during a private meeting with Adventist Church leader Ted N.C. Wilson, and he invited the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church to work with the UN in helping people. 
Wilson, the first Adventist Church president to meet with a UN chief, noted that the church has long 
supported religious liberty and said it was willing to team up on initiatives that followed Christ’s ministry 
of helping people physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually. 

Notice the word “mingle” in this following quote: 

Ganoune Diop, associate director of the Adventist world church’s public affairs and religious liberty 
department, said his department takes Jesus’ words of being the “salt of the earth” and the “light of the 
world” in Matt. 5:13, 14 seriously.  
“Its representatives mingle with political and religious leaders in every country without losing or 
compromising a distinctive Adventist identity,” said Diop, who attended the meeting. 

 
In Daniel 2 the feet of iron and clay represent “church and state” and it says they will “mingle” themselves… (vs. 
43) 
 
And the last paragraph of this article says: 

“The impressive portfolio that the Seventh-day Adventist Church has developed for service to the whole 
human family remarkably resonates with the Millennium Development Goals and the Sustainable 
Development Goals of the UN,” he said in a statement. 

 
We are officially joining with the United Nations to take on the Pope’s agenda. Is there any wonder why Ellen 
White says the following? 
 

(The Great Controversy, p. 608) As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed 
faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the 
truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the 
world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; 
and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of 
talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive 
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and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When 
Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are 
the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports 
and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them. 

 
Notice she starts out by saying “As the storm approaches” – this indicates that it is not here yet. This storm is the 
Sunday issue. As the storm is nearing God’s people are “abandoning” their position, and she mentions the third 
angel’s message. In other words many of God’s people are getting rid of this idea that the beast is Roman 
Catholicism, etc… Then she says they united with the world (this would include the UN)  and because of this they 
see things as the world does and that this has “prepared” them to choose the broad road (see Matt. 7:13, 14) and 
when the mark of the beast is brought forth they have no faith or power from God to stand. This is when they will 
become the most bitter enemies of those who will remain faithful. 
 
This deception is happening now. Because ADRA and Ted Wilson (the GC) are at the UN, partnering with them, 
dialoging with them and taking up the Pope’s initiatives, this is some of the greatest proof that the mark of the 
beast is getting ready to spring up. The Devil is leading this church so far down the wrong road that few will 
escape its trap. 
 
Now the door of deception is opened by Ted Wilson visiting the UN, and now the UN is vsiting the GC 
headquarters: 

“United Nations Advisor Visits Adventist Headquarters, Highlights Global Challenges” 
 
From the article (Adventist News Network, Oct. 13, 2015: 

Long-time United Nations administrator Ambassador Iqbal Riza visited the Seventh-day Adventist world 
church headquarters last week to learn more about the Adventist Church, meet with church leaders, and 
to dialogue about current humanitarian issues. 

(Again this is the Pope’s agenda – humanitarian issues) 

“I am delighted we could host His Excellency Mr. Riza at the world church headquarters, and introduce 
him to some of our departmental directors and administrative leaders from around the world,” said Diop. 
“As a global church, we offer a wide range of services that directly impact quality of life in the 
communities where we operate, especially in the areas of health care, education, and humanitarian 
assistance. I believe it’s important we continue building positive relationships with the UN, and others 
within the international community whose goals overlap with ours.” 

 
Listen we are not against “humanitarian” cause. We are to help the poor. But the ball is rolling and the Devil is 
going to take advantage of the situation and bring God’s church down as low as he can. Now some may say “What 
is wrong with lending our influence through the UN, as long as we don’t compromise as it could help the world.” 
 
This can sound good as we are masters of rationalizing. The reason why this is wrong is simply because Jesus 
never allowed his people in any time in history to join with other groups – even if the work was a good one. If 
Jesus is our example and the church is supposed to reflect his character let’s accept what the Spirit of Prophecy 
says about Jesus when it comes to situations like this: 
 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 509) The government under which Jesus lived was corrupt and 
oppressive; on every hand were crying abuses,—extortion, intolerance, and grinding 
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cruelty. Yet the Saviour attempted no civil reforms. He attacked no national abuses, nor 
condemned the national enemies. He did not interfere with the authority or administration 
of those in power. He who was our example kept aloof from earthly governments. Not 
because He was indifferent to the woes of men, but because the remedy did not lie in 
merely human and external measures. To be efficient, the cure must reach men 
individually, and must regenerate the heart. {DA 509.3} 
Not by the decisions of courts or councils or legislative assemblies, not by the patronage 
of worldly great men, is the kingdom of Christ established, but by the implanting of 
Christ’s nature in humanity through the work of the Holy Spirit. “As many as received Him, 
to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: 
which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” John 1:12, 13. Here is the only power that can work the uplifting of mankind. And 
the human agency for the accomplishment of this work is the teaching and practicing of 
the word of God. 

 
While the Omega of apostasy will not be stopped (see the 1SM, 204 quote in this lesson), we can definitely say 
about our own selves and our own experience the words that Elder Robert Pierson echoed: “Don’t Let it Happen.” 

SUNDAY – Weeping for Tammuz 

Ezekiel 8 is highlighted for discussion and the lesson asks the question: What warning should be here for us? 
 
This subject is totally connected to the sealing that will take place among God’s people. Let’s look at the sealing in 
light of the lesson: 
 

(Ezekiel 9:3-6) And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon 
he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which 
had the writer's inkhorn by his side;  
4 And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of 
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.  
5  And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: 
let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 

This means probation has closed. At the end of time is there a sealing first and then probation closes?  (yes) 

6  Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not 
near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the 
ancient men which were before the house. 

Who are the "ancient men" of the house (sanctuary)?  It would be the priests or leaders. 
 
The destruction was to begin where and with whom?  The leaders in the church. It's a serious thing to be a pastor 
or an elder today. 
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We want to be popular with the Lord rather than men. None of God's preachers in the Bible were popular - they 
were always disliked. 
 

(Luke 6:22-26) Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you 
from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of 
man's sake.  
23  Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for 
in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.  
24  But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.  
25  Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye 
shall mourn and weep.  
26  Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the 
false prophets. 

 
In Ezekiel 9 it says that the mark goes on those who sigh and cry for the abominations that be done where?  In 
Jerusalem – or among God's chosen people. It’s those who profess to serve God. 
 
What abominations is this talking about? We need to go back to chapter 8. Here God shows Ezekiel the 
abominations that are committed within Israel. Most of them have to do with idolatry and Ezekiel is blown away - 
he can't believe what he's seeing. But then God says "Ezekiel, you haven't seen anything yet." 
 
The 1st abomination is found in Ezekiel 8:2-6. This has to do with idolatry. 
 
The 2nd abomination is found in verses 7-13. This one is also connected with idolatry. 
 
The 3rd abomination is found in verses 14 and 15. This is where they are weeping for Tammuz 
 
Each of these abominations, as they are revealed to Ezekiel, he is blown away by them. He can’t believe Israel is 
committing these things. And each time God says “You haven’t seen anything yet!” 
 
This brings us to the 4th abomination that is at the top of the list of apostasy. This is the worst abomination of 
them all that takes place right before the sealing in Ezekiel 9:3-5. 
 

(Ezekiel 8:16-18) And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD'S house, and, behold, 
at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar (the church), were 
about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their 
faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.  
17  Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house 
of Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit here? for they have filled 
the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the 
branch to their nose. 
18  Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and 
though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them. 
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So the greatest abomination of them all is sun-worship. God's professed people are worshipping the sun. 
 
This is taking place just before the sealing and in contrast to the church worshipping the sun - there is another 
group (also in the church) sighing and crying for what is happening between the porch and the altar - or the 
church. They sigh and cry because the people are worshipping the sun. 
 
What's the application for the end of time? 
Is there going to be a sealing at the end of time before the destruction comes?  (yes) 
 
Notice the striking parallels between Ezekiel and Revelation: 

Ezekiel Revelation 

Ezekiel 7:1, 2 speaks about “the end is come 
upon the four corners of the land.” 

Rev. 7:1 speaks about the “four corners of 
the earth.” And the context is destruction. 

Ezekiel 8 mentions all the abominations being 
committed by God’s people and the worship of 
the sun is the greatest of them all. 

????? 

Ezekiel 9:3-6 is the sealing of God’s people. The 
angel is told to seal those who cry and sigh for 
the abominations that are being done in the land 
of Jerusalem – a symbol of the church. 

Rev. 7:2, 3 is the sealing of God’s people in 
the end of time. 

 
There's the sealing right before the destruction. And what is happening to God's people right before the sealing in 
Ezekiel? They are worshipping the sun. 
 
Is it possible that this could be talking about the Adventist church too and not just Protestantism? Spiritual 
Formation, Small Groups, not studying prophecy, no Christian standards, some of our churches having intentional 
Sunday morning services (Surge Church) - all these thing make the relationship with Jesus go down the tubes. Are 
we not told that a large majority of seventh-day Adventists will switch over and keep Sunday? 
 

(Great Controversy, p. 608) As the storm approaches (this is right before and leading up to 
the Sunday Law crisis), a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, 
but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and 
join the ranks of the opposition.  

 
Do you think their minds were fully on God all along and then at that moment they decided to keep Sunday?  No - 
their hearts have been tending that way for a long time in secret – just like the ancient men of Israel of old in 
Ezekiel.. They have been led that way either by their own choices or by "false prophets" in the church. 
 
But notice it's a process. It's one abomination that leads to another and then finally the big one - Sunday worship. 
 

(Revelation 14:1)  And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an 
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 
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Is this the same group we just read about in Revelation 7?  Yes, and In Ezekiel 9 you have those who are sealed 
because they sigh and cry because of what's happening in Jerusalem (the sun is being worshipped). But here you 
have a group that is sealed - they have the Father's name written on their foreheads - the question is - what do 
you have in the immediate preceding chapter?  It’s the Mark of the Beast (Rev. 13:16, 17). 
 
Is there a contrast here between two different kinds of people? Yes, there's one group who has the seal of God 
and there's the other group who have the mark of the beast. 
 
For an end-time application, if we compare the passage in Ezekiel - what are those who are sealed in chapter 14 
going to be sighing and crying about? They will be sighing and crying about what this other group is doing. Is this 
other group the Hindus and Buddhists?  No, it is Christians (Seventh-day Adventists). 
 
Where does this sealing takes place in Ezekiel?  In Jerusalem - or within the church. Were they sighing and crying 
over things that were happening within spiritual Israel? Yes, and the greatest abomination that they were sighing 
and crying over was they were worshipping the sun. 
 
Is this group in Revelation 14 - will they be sighing and crying over those who are preparing themselves to receive 
the mark of the beast? They must be. And what is the mark of the beast?  It’s Sunday, which in essence is sun-
worship. 
 

(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 209) The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its 
power. At the time when the danger and depression of the church are greatest, the little 
company who are standing in the light will be sighing and crying for the abominations 
that are done in the land. But more especially will their prayers arise in behalf of the 
church because its members are doing after the manner of the world. 

 
Who are the ones that observe Sunday?  Is it the Muslims? No, it is Christians. 
 
God said keep the 7th day but Christians say we want to honor you with the day that you resurrected on - the first 
day of the week. This is the same thing Cain did in the very beginning. God said bring me an animal and Cain said 
here are my vegetables. God says "I didn't ask for vegetables I want an animal." Cain says "I'm sincere - you'll have 
to accept what I bring you." 
Cain still brought something to God. He went through the motions and did almost as God wanted - but did God 
accept it?  No.  That was in the very beginning... 
 
Now at the end of the world... 
God says I want you to keep the Sabbath - the Christian world says we'll bring you Sunday. 
 
People think that God is a Santa Claus-god where He will brings everyone the good gifts whether they've been 
good or bad. 
 
The Christian world (and even Seventh-day Adventists) will major in the love of God but will forget He's a God of 
justice and a judge. And because of this people lose respect and reverence for God.  Even the world says of an 
earthly parent - a good father is a father who disciplines when needed. A loving father is also a just father. 
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Let us not get caught up in Sunday worship. Let us not be fooled by the Antichrist’s nice smile and his seemingly 
humble disposition. God has judged this power the Antichrist – the man of sin – the one who is against the law – 
and the Adventist Church, at the very time when it is needed more than ever, is turning away from the Third 
Angel’s message and gaining sympathy towards Rome. 
 
There are only two times the phrase “the son of perdition” is used in the Bible to describe two persons: 

1. Antichrist (2 Thess. 2:3) 
2. Judas (John 17:12) 

 
Judas had the disciples fooled, the ones closest to him, even right down to the Lord’s Supper. They thought Jesus 
was sending him on an errand when Judas had left. Don’t be fooled by Antichrist. Don’t be fooled by Pope Francis. 
If he were truly changed he would not allow people to called “Holy Father.” If he were changed he would not be 
trying to get the governments to pass laws for his benefit. Let us remind ourselves of what The Great Controversy, 
p. 571 says: 
 

The Roman Church now presents a fair front to the world, covering with apologies her 
record of horrible cruelties. She has clothed herself in Christlike garments; but she is 
unchanged. Every principle of the papacy that existed in past ages exists today. The 
doctrines devised in the darkest ages are still held. Let none deceive themselves. The 
papacy that Protestants are now so ready to honor is the same that ruled the world in the 
days of the Reformation, when men of God stood up, at the peril of their lives, to expose 
her iniquity. She possesses the same pride and arrogant assumption that lorded it over 
kings and princes, and claimed the prerogatives of God. Her spirit is no less cruel and 
despotic now than when she crushed out human liberty and slew the saints of the Most 
High.  

The papacy is just what prophecy declared that she would be, the apostasy of the latter 
times. 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4. It is a part of her policy to assume the character which will 
best accomplish her purpose; but beneath the variable appearance of the chameleon she 
conceals the invariable venom of the serpent. “Faith ought not to be kept with heretics, nor 
persons suspected of heresy” (Lenfant, volume 1, page 516), she declares. Shall this power, 
whose record for a thousand years is written in the blood of the saints, be now 
acknowledged as a part of the church of Christ? 

 

Let’s remind ourselves that this quote is NOT in The Great Hope. We would be without this valuable 
piece of information. 

 
And we, as a church denomination, should consider this next paragraph from the same page: 

It is not without reason that the claim has been put forth in Protestant countries that 
Catholicism differs less widely from Protestantism than in former times. There has been a 
change; but the change is not in the papacy. Catholicism indeed resembles much of the 
Protestantism that now exists, because Protestantism has so greatly degenerated since the 
days of the Reformers. 

 
Sadly we have fallen prey to this too. We have been and are now seeking to be like the popular churches. 
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MONDAY – The Unhappy Reign of King Zedekiah 

(No study notes) 

TUESDAY – The Fall of Jerusalem 

It took just over 2 years for Babylon captured Jerusalem. The lesson points out that those inside were famished. 
They were staved of food and had no strength and therefore could not resist the attacks of Babylon any longer. 
 
This is true today. God’s people have been starved of spiritual food – the Word of God. This has been going on for 
some time and now many do not have the spiritual strength that comes only from Bible study to resist the attack 
by spiritual Babylon. 
 

(Psalm 119:105) Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 
 

(Psalm 119:28) My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according unto thy 
word. 

 
(Romans 10:17) So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 
(Psalm 119:24) Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counselors. 
 
(Psalm 119:129) Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them. 

 
(The Great Controversy, p. 519) Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to neglect 
prayer and the searching of the Scriptures, will be overcome by his attacks. Therefore he 
invents every possible device to engross the mind. 

 
(Last Day Events, p. 65) No renewed heart can be kept in a condition of sweetness without 
the daily application of the salt of the Word. Divine grace must be received daily, or no man 
will stay converted. 

 
(Bible Echo, Oct. 15, 1892, par. 8) We are living in the last days, when error of a most 
deceptive character is accepted and believed, while truth is discarded. Many are drifting 
into darkness and infidelity, picking flaws with the Bible, bringing up superstitious 
inventions, unscriptural theories, and speculations of vain philosophy; but it is the duty of 
every one to seek a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. The importance and benefit of 
Bible study cannot be overestimated. In searching the Scriptures our minds are led to dwell 
upon the infinite sacrifice of Christ, on his mediation in our behalf. As we see his love, as we 
meditate upon his humiliation and sufferings, the same spirit of self-denial and sacrifice for 
the good of others will be kindled in our hearts. As we behold Jesus by the eye of faith, we 
shall be “changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord.” 
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(The Great Controversy, p. 625) Only those who have been diligent students of the 
Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth will be shielded from the powerful 
delusion that takes the world captive. By the Bible testimony these will detect the deceiver 
in his disguise. To all the testing time will come. By the sifting of temptation the genuine 
Christian will be revealed. Are the people of God now so firmly established upon His word 
that they would not yield to the evidence of their senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling 
to the Bible and the Bible only? Satan will, if possible, prevent them from obtaining a 
preparation to stand in that day. He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, 
entangle them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome burden, that 
their hearts may be overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come 
upon them as a thief. 

WEDNESDAY – All Your Heart 

(Jeremiah 29:13) And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all 
your heart. 

 
The lesson asks: What does “all your heart” mean? 
I once heard a preacher say “To be 95% saved means to be 100% lost.” All means all. We cannot reserve even 1% 
of ourselves to something other than God. Jesus gave his all to us and he expects nothing less from us. 
 
The Spirit of Prophecy has much to say about someone who has one foot in the church and the other in the world: 

(Spalding & Megan Collection, p. 260) Half-hearted Christians are worse than infidels; for 
their deceptive words and non-committal position may lead many astray. The infidel shows 
his colors. The luke-warm Christian deceives both parties. He is neither a good worldling 
nor a good Christian. Satan uses him to do a work that no one else can do. 

 
Read this next one slowly and carefully: 

(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 118) Almost Christians, yet not fully Christians, they seem near 
the kingdom of heaven, but they cannot enter there. Almost but not wholly saved, means 
to be not almost but wholly lost. They profess to love the truth, yet are deficient in 
Christian fervor and devotion. They dare not give up wholly and run the risk of the 
unbeliever, yet they are unwilling to die to self and follow out closely the principles of their 
faith. 

 
The Pharisees in their outward appearance seemed to be dedicated to God but Jesus said: 

(Matthew 5:20) For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

 
There was something wrong with their experience – they did not give their all. Their heart was not right and this is 
the problem with God’s last-day church Laodicea – their heart is not right. 
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(Revelation 3:20) Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

 
“Any man” indicates that this is a personal appeal to individuals. Jesus stands at the door to the heart of his 
church – his people - and knocks. If he is knocking and is waiting for someone to open this door then this means 
he is on the outside of the heart of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Our hearts are not right with the Lord. This 
is what this is telling us. 
 
Why are our hearts not right? 
 

(Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 143) "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me." 
(Rev. 3:20)  I saw that many have so much rubbish piled up at the door of their heart that 
they cannot get the door open. Some have difficulties between themselves and their 
brethren to remove. Others have evil tempers, selfish covetousness, to remove before they 
can open the door. Others have rolled the world before the door of their heart, which bars 
the door. All this rubbish must be taken away, and then they can open the door and 
welcome the Saviour in. 

 
“Then” indicates it is upon conditions of obedience. In other words we must do something first and then we can 
open the door to let Jesus in. 
 

(This Day With God, p. 74) When the heart is emptied of self-importance, the door will be 
opened to Christ, because you will recognize His knock. But unless you clear away the 
rubbish (trash) that keeps the Lord Jesus out, He cannot possibly enter; for He forces no 
entrance. 

 
 
A GREAT WORK IS BEFORE US 

(Early Writings, p. 119) I saw that the remnant were not prepared for what is coming upon 
the earth. Stupidity, like lethargy, seemed to hang upon the minds of most of those who 
profess to believe that we are having the last message. My accompanying angel cried out 
with awful solemnity, “Get ready! get ready! get ready! for the fierce anger of the Lord is 
soon to come. His wrath is to be poured out, unmixed with mercy, and ye are not ready. 
Rend the heart, and not the garment. A great work must be done for the remnant. 

 
What is this “great work” that must be done for God’s people? 
 

(The Great Controversy, p. 425) Their robes must be spotless, their characters must be 
purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling. 

And now notice how this is this done? 

Through the grace of God and their own diligent effort... 
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Do you know what that is called?  It’s called co-operation. Many of us don't like this word. It's not co-operation to 
be saved but co-operation after you've been saved. 
 
This is the great work that must be done for the remnant --- a putting away of sin. Is this work impossible? For 
man it is impossible but are ALL thing possible with God? 
 

(Philippians 4:13) I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 

How dare any of us say that it is not possible to overcome every sin and besetment in our lives? When we say 
such a thing we're not saying the flesh is too strong we're saying that God is too weak. 
 
Jesus is the one who cleanses us. Jesus is like the soap and water. When we go into the bathroom and we have a 
faucet there and the soap is sitting there too. Do we get our face clean by saying "Faucet turn on and soap mix 
with the water and clean my face." - Is that how we get clean? No, without a doubt it's the soap and water that 
washes our face but you have to turn on the faucet and you have to apply the soap. In other words it's still all 
Jesus - he provides the soap and water and gives you the strength to use the soap and water. 
 
What the co-operation does is cleanses and sanctifies us - it expels sin from our lives. It keeps us saved. 
 
Many Protestant denominations would cry heresy if they heard this, and sadly many Adventists have bought into 
this but doesn’t the Bible says "but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved." (Mark 13:13)???? 
 
There's not a cheap grace - once saved always saved. It doesn’t exist. 

 
(The Great Controversy, p. 425 – continued) 
Through the grace of God and their own diligent effort they must be conquerors in the 
battle with evil. 

 
Would the word "conqueror" be the same as "overcomer"? Yes it would so the Spirit of Prophecy has a Biblical 
basis for what she is saying. 
 

While the investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent 
believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of 
purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people upon earth. 

 
Did you catch that? There’s a parallel work to be done. As Jesus cleanses the heavely sanctuary we have to 
cleanse the sanctuaries of our bodies (the temple) from sin. It’s a parallel work. Jesus will not – he cannot – 
cleanse our sins from the heavenly temple unless we clean them from our bodies here on earth. 
 
The religious world is oblivious to this. They’re just interested in having a good time – it seems. That is another 
gospel" - a dangerous gospel. That's not good news! Is it good news that God forgives you but he doesn't cleanse 
you? No it isn’t, but it is good news that the gospel of Jesus Christ forgives AND empowers you to put away sin. 
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(The Great Controversy, p. 425) 
While the investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent 
believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of 
purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people upon earth. 

And now notice this... 

This work is more clearly presented in the messages of Revelation 14. 
 
So do you want to know what our work is? Our work is found in the Three Angel's Messages of Revelation 14. It’s 
a cleansing message. Not only will this message cleanse us from sin but it is also the message to share with the 
world because it will do the same for them. 
 
So is it important to know these messages? If this is the message that is going to cleanse the soul then we need to 
know what the message is. 
 
And now here's the conclusion of Ellen White's statement in The Great Controversy, p. 425: 

When this work shall have been accomplished,... 

What work?  The cleansing of BOTH sanctuaries. 

When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of Christ will be ready for His 
appearing. 

 
There it is. There is a great work to be done for the remnant and it has to do with the special message God has 
given to us – The Three Angel’s Messages. 
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THURSDAY – The Seventy Years 

The lesson asks what wonderful hope is given to the captives in Babylon. 

(Jeremiah 29:10) For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to 
this place. 

 
We are held captive in this world and the king of the north (modern Babylon – the Papacy) is seeking 
to take control of the entire planet and compel the conscience of every soul. He will be given this 
power for a short time but he will not be able to overthrown the remnant “that keep the 
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Rev. 12:17). 
 

(Early Writings, p. 254 – the context is the third angel) This message was designed to put 
the children of God upon their guard, by showing them the hour of temptation and anguish 
that was before them. Said the angel, “They will be brought into close combat with the 
beast and his image. Their only hope of eternal life is to remain steadfast. Although their 
lives are at stake, they must hold fast the truth.” The third angel closes his message thus: 
“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and 
the faith of Jesus.” As he repeated these words, he pointed to the heavenly sanctuary. The 
minds of all who embrace this message are directed to the most holy place, where Jesus 
stands before the ark, making His final intercession for all those for whom mercy still lingers 
and for those who have ignorantly broken the law of God. This atonement is made for the 
righteous dead as well as for the righteous living. It includes all who died trusting in Christ, 
but who, not having received the light upon God’s commandments, had sinned ignorantly 
in transgressing its precepts. 

 
Are you ready to face the beast and his image? 
My last thought for us all today is to read and memorize Psalm 91 – every single verse. 
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