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Title: Conflict and Crisis: The Judges 

Memory Text: “And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is exalted in the LORD: 

my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation.” 1 Samuel 2:1 

This week’s lesson begins with a very positive passage that reflects the joy in Hannah’s heart. Her joy is the result 

of one who has given their whole heart to God. She experiences both God’s forgiveness and His power. There is 

no greater joy than to experience the love, mercy, compassion, and saving power of the Lord. Such an experience 

is not discouraged by the evil that surrounds her. She knows for certain that God is in control. 

Her rejoicing in the “salvation” of the Lord is a reference to the Messiah to come. Imagine the joy of this Hebrew 

woman that sees the promises of God fulfilled in the coming Messiah who will deliver her from sin. He who is the 

Great Deliverer. 

Sunday’s Lesson 

Deborah is the focus of Sunday’s reading in Judges 4:1-24. The battle depicted in this chapter is a foreshadowing 

of the great battle of Armageddon. Consider the following details: 

First, according to Judges 4:4, these events are taking place during the time of a prophetess, Deborah. In like 

manner, the battle of Armageddon in these last days, is during the time of a prophetess, Ellen G. White. 

Second, the general leading the armies of Israel is Barak. His name means “lightning, a flashing sword.” Now 

consider that in Judges 4:16, he destroys all the armies of the enemy “and there was not a man left.”  

In the Battle of Armageddon, Jesus is the general of the armies of heaven. See Revelation 19:11-16. What happens 

in the Battle of Armageddon? All the wicked all slain. How does Jesus destroy the wicked? By the brightness of His 

coming (See 2 Thessalonians 2:8), and “the sword of Him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of 

His mouth.”  

Barak’s name described perfectly how Jesus will destroy the enemy of God’s people in the Battle of Armageddon. 

Now consider where this battle took place during the time of Deborah and Barak. According to Judges 5:19, it was 

“by the waters of Megiddo.” 

The word “Megiddo” is the root from where we get “Armageddon” or “Ar-megiddon.” Interestingly, this root for 

Armageddon is mentioned thirteen times in Scripture, with the thirteenth time being the Battle of Armageddon. 

The number thirteen is the number for rebellion in Bible prophecy. Therefore, the thirteenth time, which is 

Revelation 16:14-16. The Battle of Armageddon will be the greatest expression of rebellion against God in our 

little world. 
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The quarterly asks us the following question: “In what ways do we see the great-controversy theme expressed? In 

the end, who alone brought victory to Israel, despite their unworthiness.? 

Monday’s Lesson 

For today’s lesson we are to read Judges 6:1-40 and answer the following questions from the quarterly: 

“What did the Angel of the Lord say to Gideon, and what was Gideon’s reaction? Shouldn’t he have known why 

they were facing what they were?” 

“Why did the Lord choose to use fallen humans in the course of this deliverance? That is, could He have not 

Himself called ‘more than twelve legions of angels’ to do what was needed for Israel at that time? What role do 

we, as fallen human beings, have in both the great controversy and the spreading of the gospel?” 

Gideon himself prayerfully considered how Israel might be delivered from the oppressor. 

“Suddenly the ‘Angel of the Lord’ appeared and addressed him with the words, ‘Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty 

man of valor.’ 

“’O my Lord,’ was his answer, ‘if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? And where be all His miracles 

which our fathers told us of saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? But now the Lord hath forsaken us, 

and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.’ 

“The Messenger of heaven replied, ‘Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the 

Midianites: have not I sent thee?’ 

“Gideon deeply felt his own insufficiency for the great work before him. . . . The Lord does not always choose for 

His work men of the greatest talents, but He selects those whom He can best use. Individuals who might do good 

service for God, may for a time be left in obscurity, apparently unnoticed and unemployed by their Master. But if 

they faithfully perform the duties of their humble position, cherishing a willingness to labor and to sacrifice for 

Him, He will in His own time intrust them with greater responsibilities. 

“Before honor is humility. The Lord can use most effectually those who are most sensible of their own 

unworthiness and inefficiency. He will teach them to exercise the courage of faith. He will make them strong by 

uniting their weakness to His might, wise by connecting their ignorance with His wisdom.” Ellen G. White, Conflict 

and Courage, page 126. 
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Tuesday’s Lesson 

For today’s lesson we are to read Judges 14:1-4. The questions the quarterly has asked is: “How is it possible that 

God used Samson’s weakness for women as ‘an occasion to move against the Philistines?’” “How much more 

could we do were we living up to our potential?” 

Sister White wrote, “Physically, Samson was the strongest man upon the earth; but in self-control, integrity, and 

firmness, he was one of the weakest of men. Many mistake strong passions for a strong character, but the truth is 

that he who is mastered by his passions is a weak man. The real greatness of the man is measure by the power of 

the feelings that he controls, not by those that control him. 

“God’s providential care had been over Samson, that he might be prepared to accomplish the work which he was 

called to do. At the very outset of life he was surrounded with favorable conditions for physical strength, 

intellectual vigor, and moral purity. But under the influence of wicked associates he let go that hold upon God 

which is man’s only safeguard, and he was swept away by the tide of evil. Those who in the way of duty are 

brought into trial may be sure that God will preserve them; but if men willfully place themselves under the power 

of temptation, they will fall, sooner or later. 

“The very ones whom God purposes to use as His instruments for a special work, Satan employs his utmost power 

to lead astray. He attacks us at our weak points, working through defects in the character to gain control of the 

whole man; and he knows that if there defects are cherished, he will succeed. But none need be overcome. Man 

is not left alone to conquer the power of evil by his own feeble efforts. Help is at hand and will be given to every 

soul who really desires it.” EGW, CC page 132 

Wednesday’s Lesson 

For today’s lesson we are to read Ruth 1:1-17. The question asked by the quarterly are: “What is the significance 

of Ruth wanting to go with Naomi?” 

Two great institutions came out of Eden, the family and the Sabbath. The devotion Ruth had to her mother-in-law, 

Naomi, was honored by God. Ruth joined the people of God and worship the God of heaven and earth. She 

became the wife of Boaz and an ancestor to both David and Jesus.  

She is an example of individuals being saved from all nations.  

And that which supersedes famines and wars, is character. This wonderful book illustrates the superiority of 

loving devotion over self-interest. 
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Thursday’s Lesson 

For today’s lesson we are to read 1 Samuel 2:12-15. The questions being asked in the quarterly are: “How do we 

see the reality of God versus the evil revealed in these sad verses?” “Whatever mistakes you may have made, why 

must you always remember that today, now, is never too late to make it right with the Lord? 

Sister White wrote, “Ishbosheth was but a weak and incompetent representative of the house of Saul, while David 
was pre-eminently qualified to bear the responsibilities of the kingdom. Abner, the chief agent in raising 
Ishbosheth to kingly power, had been commander-in-chief of Saul's army, and was the most distinguished man in 
Israel. Abner knew that David had been appointed by the Lord to the throne of Israel, but having so long hunted 
and pursued him, he was not now willing that the son of Jesse should succeed to the kingdom over which Saul had 
reigned.  

The circumstances under which Abner was placed served to develop his real character and showed him to be 
ambitious and unprincipled. He had been intimately associated with Saul and had been influenced by the spirit of 
the king to despise the man whom God had chosen to reign over Israel. His hatred had been increased by the 
cutting rebuke that David had given him at the time when the cruse of water and the spear of the king had been 
taken from the side of Saul as he slept in the camp.” 

“. . . . At last treachery overthrew the throne that malice and ambition had established. Abner, becoming incensed 
against the weak and incompetent Ishbosheth, deserted to David, with the offer to bring over to him all the tribes 
of Israel. His proposals were accepted by the king, and he was dismissed with honor to accomplish his purpose. 
But the favorable reception of so valiant and famed a warrior excited the jealousy of Joab, the commander-in-
chief of David's army. There was a blood feud between Abner and Joab, the former having slain Asahel, Joab's 
brother, during the war between Israel and Judah. Now Joab, seeing an opportunity to avenge his brother's death 
and rid himself of a prospective rival, basely took occasion to waylay and murder Abner.  

David, upon hearing of this treacherous assault, exclaimed, "I and my kingdom are guiltless before the Lord 
forever from the blood of Abner the son of Ner. Let it rest on the head of Joab; and on all his father's house." In 
view of the unsettled state of the kingdom, and the power and position of the murderers--for Joab's brother 
Abishai had been united with him--David could not visit the crime with just retribution, yet he publicly manifested 
his abhorrence of the bloody deed. The burial of Abner was attended with public honors. . . .David's magnanimous 
recognition of one who had been his bitter enemy won the confidence and admiration of all Israel. "All the people 
took notice of it, and it pleased them: as whatsoever the king did pleased all the people. For all the people and all 
Israel understood that day that it was not of the king to slay Abner the son of Ner." In the private circle of his 
trusted counselors and attendants the king spoke of the crime, and recognizing his own inability to punish the 
murderers as he desired, he left them to the justice of God.” 

“. . . . Abner had been sincere in his offers and representations to David, yet his motives were base and selfish. He 
had persistently opposed the king of God's appointment, in the expectation of securing honor to himself. It was 
resentment, wounded pride, and passion that led him to forsake the cause he had so long served; and in deserting 
to David he hoped to receive the highest position of honor in his service. Had he succeeded in his purpose, his 
talents and ambition, his great influence and want of godliness, would have endangered the throne of David and 
the peace and prosperity of the nation.” EGW, PP 698-700 
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Friday’s Lesson 

What are some of the key lessons we have learned this week? 

Sunday: In the end, all the wicked are slain. But until them, the wheat and tares grow together until the harvest, 

which is the close of human probation. 

Monday: Many have great abilities, but they do not make them available for God’s service. So many of God’s 

servants are those that have the humility of Jesus and the willingness to be used in His service. 

Tuesday: It is better to have self-control than physical strength. Strong and wrong is not as good as humble and 

right. 

Wednesday: Some of the most beautiful victories are won in the family circle. 

Thursday: God weighs the motive as well as the action. 
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