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Lesson #5: Rebellion and Redemption 
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Title: The Controversy 

Read for This Week’s Study: 1 Sam. 17:43-51, 2 Sam. 11:1-17,  1 Kings 18:21-39, 2 Kings 19:21-34, Esther 3:8-11, 
Nehemiah 1.  

Sunday's Lesson 

1 Sam. 17:43-51; 2 Sam. 11:1-17 - David, Goliath, and Bathsheba 

Principle #1 -- Character is what gives power.   

Note:  David came in the name of the Lord.  This represents the character of God.  David had faith because he 

was like God in character. (Vs. 45) 

 
Ex. 33:18 "And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory."  
 
Ex. 34:5,7 "And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the 

LORD. And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth. Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty...." 

 
The principles taught in the schools of the prophets were the same that molded David’s character and shaped 

his life. The word of God was his instructor. “Through Thy precepts,” he said, “I get understanding.... I have 
inclined mine heart to perform Thy statutes.” Psalm 119:104-112. It was this that caused the Lord to pronounce 
David, when in his youth He called him to the throne, “a man after Mine own heart.” Acts 13:22. {Ed 48.1} 

Principle #2 -- We are not to fear what man will do. We are only to fear God. (Vs. 43,44) 

Matt. 10:28  "And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell."   

 
See also Ps.118:6; Prov. 29:25; Rev. 2:10 
 
David did not weaken before the champion of the Philistines. Stepping forward, he said to his antagonist: 

“Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine 
hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcasses of the host of the 
Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that 
there is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear: for the 
battle is the Lord’s, and He will give you into our hands.” { PP 647.2}  
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There was a ring of fearlessness in his tone, a look of triumph and rejoicing upon his fair countenance. This 
speech, given in a clear, musical voice, rang out on the air, and was distinctly heard by the listening thousands 
marshaled for war.  PP 647.3 

Principle #3 -- We must speak in faith the words that the Holy Spirit will give to us. 

NOTE.  David had only a sling, 5 stones and a stick.  None of these can sever the head of a giant. Yet, under 
inspiration, David said that he would remove the giant's head.  

 
2 Sam. 23:2 "The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue."   
 
Matt. 13:11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall 

speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye 
that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 

 
Heb. 11:1 Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  

Principle #4 -- Our greatest weapon is Christ in us, molding and shaping our character. 

Note: David's weapon of triumph was a rock that was hidden in a bag among his clothing.  This symbolizes the 
Rock Christ Jesus being triumphant as He is hidden in our hearts, molding our character.  Clothing is a symbol of 
our character.  We will wear our own clothing or we will have on the wedding garment, the robe of righteousness. 
See Matt. 22:11,12 and Rev. 19:8 
 

Eph. 3:16-19 "That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man;  Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in 
love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what [is] the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;  to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God."   

Principle #5 -- We must fight for the honor of God, not for our own honor. 

1 Sam. 17:45 "Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a 
shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast 
defied."   

 
1 Sam. 2:30....."them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.   
 
See also Matt. 6:33 

 
When David saw that all Israel were filled with fear, and learned that the Philistine’s defiance was hurled at 

them day after day, without arousing a champion to silence the boaster, his spirit was stirred within him. He was 
fired with zeal to preserve the honor of the living God and the credit of His people. { CC 163.2}  
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Principle #6 -- All scripture is to be applied to our personal lives today.  Your temptations, trials, 

sicknesses, etc. are the Goliath's in your life.   

1 Cor. 10:11 "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

Principle #7 -- David's temptation was increased because of idleness.   

David was surrounded by the fruits of victory and the honors of his wise and able rule. It was now, while he 
was at ease and unguarded, that the tempter seized the opportunity to occupy his mind. The fact that God had 
taken David into so close connection with Himself and had manifested so great favor toward him, should have 
been to him the strongest of incentives to preserve his character unblemished. But when in ease and self-security 
he let go his hold upon God, David yielded to Satan and brought upon his soul the stain of guilt.  PP 718.1 

Principle #8 -- Sin came not with the initial glance, but with the continual looking which led to lust. 

Matt. 5:28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery 
with her already in his heart. 

Principle #9 -- We must crucify the flesh, which means to crucify temptation. 

Galations 5:24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 
 
The lower passions have their seat in the body and work through it. The words “flesh” or “fleshly” or “carnal 

lusts” embrace the lower, corrupt nature; the flesh of itself cannot act contrary to the will of God. We are 
commanded to crucify the flesh, with the affections and lusts. How shall we do it? Shall we inflict pain on the 
body? No; but put to death the temptation to sin. The corrupt thought is to be expelled. Every thought is to be 
brought into captivity to Jesus Christ. All animal propensities are to be subjected to the higher powers of the soul. 
The love of God must reign supreme; Christ must occupy an undivided throne. Our bodies are to be regarded as 
His purchased possession. The members of the body are to become the instruments of righteousness. [19] – {AH 
127.2} 

Principle #10 -- The gospel does not always remove the consequences of sin.   

Nathan declared: “Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out 
of the hand of Saul.... Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? thou 
hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house.... Behold, I will 
raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto 
thy neighbor.... For thou didst it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” { PP 721.4} 

The prophet’s rebuke touched the heart of David; conscience was aroused; his guilt appeared in all its 
enormity. His soul was bowed in penitence before God. With trembling lips he said, “I have sinned against the 
Lord.” All wrong done to others reaches back from the injured one to God. David had committed a grievous sin, 
toward both Uriah and Bathsheba, and he keenly felt this. But infinitely greater was his sin against God. { PP 
722.1}  

Though there would be found none in Israel to execute the sentence of death upon the anointed of the Lord, 
David trembled, lest, guilty and unforgiven, he should be cut down by the swift judgment of God. But the message 
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was sent him by the prophet, “The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.” Yet justice must be 
maintained. The sentence of death was transferred from David to the child of his sin. Thus the king was given 
opportunity for repentance; while to him the suffering and death of the child, as a part of his punishment, was far 
more bitter than his own death could have been. The prophet said, “Because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.” { PP 
722.2} 

Monday's Lesson 

 
1 Kings 18:21-39 - To Turn Their Hearts 

Principle #1 -- Indifference and neutrality in a religious crisis is a grievous crime. 

Not one in that vast assembly dare utter one word for God, and show their loyalty to Jehovah.   
What astonishing deception and fearful blindness had, like a dark cloud, covered Israel! This blindness and 

apostasy had not closed about them suddenly; it had come upon them gradually as they had not heeded the word 
of reproof and warning which the Lord had sent to them because of their pride and their sins. And now, in this 
fearful crisis, in the presence of the idolatrous priests and the apostate king, they remained neutral. If God abhors 
one sin above another, of which His people are guilty, it is doing nothing in case of an emergency. Indifference 
and neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded of God as a grievous crime and equal to the very worst type of 
hostility against God. {3T 280.3} 

Principle #2 -- The majority has rarely been right in religious matters. 

1 Kings 18:22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men."   

 
John 17:24 "Judge not according to appearance…." 
 
With every truly converted soul the relation to God and to eternal things will be the great topic of life. But 

where, in the popular churches of today, is the deep conviction of sin? where is the spirit of consecration to God? 
The spirit that controls the world rules in the church. Religion has become the sport of infidels and skeptics 
because so many who bear its name are ignorant of its principles. The power of godliness has well-nigh departed 
from the churches. Heart union with Christ is a rare thing now. The majority of church-members know no tie but 
that which joins them to an organized body of professed Christians. Love of pleasure and thirst for excitement are 
everywhere prevalent. Picnics, church theatricals, church fairs, fine houses, personal display, have banished 
thoughts of God. Lands and goods and worldly occupations engross the mind, and things of eternal interest 
receive hardly a passing notice. { 4SP 294.2 }  

 
The principle for which the disciples stood so fearlessly when, in answer to the command not to speak any 

more in the name of Jesus, they declared, “Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye,” is the same that the adherents of the gospel struggled to maintain in the days of the 
Reformation. When in 1529 the German princes assembled at the Diet of Spires, there was presented the 
emperor’s decree restricting religious liberty, and prohibiting all further dissemination of the reformed doctrines. 
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It seemed that the hope of the world was about to be crushed out. Would the princes accept the decree? Should 
the light of the gospel be shut out from the multitudes still in darkness? Mighty issues for the world were at stake. 
Those who had accepted the reformed faith met together, and their unanimous decision was, “Let us reject this 
decree. In matters of conscience the majority has no power.”—Merle d’Aubigne, History of the Reformation, b. 
13, ch. 5. – {AA 68.1} 

Principle #3 -- There can be no faith without risk. 

NOTE:  First, Elijah was risking his life by being out numbered by hundreds of priests of Baal.  Secondly, in 
their eyes he was wasting the little water they had left during a time of drought. Failure on the part of God to 
answer Elijah’s prayer would have meant sudden death for the prophet. 

 
1 Kings 18:33-35 ".....Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he 

said, Do it the second time, And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the 
third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.  

Principle #4 -- Because God is in control, Satan has bounds that he cannot cross.  This should give us 

great comfort. 

How gladly would Satan, who fell like lightning from heaven, come to the help of those whom he had 
deceived, and whose minds he had controlled, and who were fully devoted to his service. Gladly would he have 
sent the lightning and kindled their sacrifices; but Jehovah had set Satan’s bounds. He had restrained his power, 
and all his devices could not convey one spark to Baal’s altars.—The Review and Herald, September 30, 1873.  

Principle #5 -- For His own names honor and glory, God will intervene in a miraculous way.  

1 Kings 18:37-39 "Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and 
that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice. and 
the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people 
saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, the LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God."     
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Tuesday’s Lesson 

 
2 Kings 19:21-24 - Words of Defiance 

Principle #1 -- When our prayers are God-centered and not self-centered we can be confident that God 

will hear and answer. 

James 4:3 “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”  
  1 John 5:14-15  "And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, 

he heareth us and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we 
desired of him. 

Luke 22:42 ".....not my will, but thine be done." 
 
"Hezekiah’s pleadings in behalf of Judah and of the honor of their Supreme Ruler were in harmony with the 

mind of God.  PK 359.3 
Hezekiah was not left without hope. "Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed to Me 

against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard."  PK 359.4 

 Principle #2 -- Our requests should always be to glorify God. 

2 Kings 19:19 "Now therefore, O LORD our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the the LORD god, even thou only." 

Principle #3 -- Pride goeth before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall. 

Note:  In boastful blasphemy Sennacherib king of Assyria believed himself to be greater and more powerful 
than the God of the universe.   

 
1 Kings 19:10...."Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee; saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered 

in to the hand of the king of Assyria.  Behold, thou has heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by 
destroying them utterly: and shalt thou be delivered? Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my 
fathers have destroyed...." 

 
Those who realize their weakness trust in a power higher than self. And, while they look to God, Satan has no 

power against them. But those who trust in self are easily defeated. Let us remember that, if we do not heed the 
cautions that God gives us, a fall is before us. Christ will not save from wounds the one who places himself 
unbidden on the enemy’s ground. He lets the self-sufficient one, who acts as if he knew more than his Lord, go on 
in his supposed strength. Then comes suffering and a crippled life, or perhaps defeat and death. {TDG 259.4} 

 Principle #4 -- Take your problems and perplexities first to God.  

1 Kings 19:14 "And Hezekiah received the letter at the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah 
went up into the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD."   
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 Principle #5 -- God can wonderfully change the most hopeless and discouraging situation. 

1 Kings 19:35  "And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of 
the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they 
were all dead corpses."   

 

Wednesday’s Lesson 

Esther 3:8-11 - Death Decree 

 Principle #1 -- It is the duty of God's people, at whatever cost to themselves, to be true to Him.

Esther 3:8-9 "There is a certain people scattered abroad.....and their laws are diverse from all the people; 
neither keep they the king's laws......if it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed." 

 
The greatest want of the world is the want of men,—men who will not be bought or sold; men who in their 

inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear to call sin by its right name; men whose conscience is as 
true to duty as the needle to the pole; men who will stand for the right though the heavens fall.—Education, 57 
(1903). 

 Principle #2 -- Unless we deal with sin at its root cause, it will eventually rear its ugly head again.  

Note:  Haman was a descendant of the kings of the Amalekites.  These "sinners" had been commanded by 
God to be utterly destroyed.  This enemy of the Jews would never had been a threat to the existence of the God's 
people if Haman's ancestors had been exterminated as God commanded.  

 
1 Sam. 15:18  "And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the 

Amalekites, and fight against them until they be consumed."   
Ester 3:10 "And the king took off his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman.... the Jews enemy.  And the 

king said unto Haman, the silver is given to thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good to thee." 
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Thursday’s Lesson 

 
Nehemiah 1 - Nehemiah 

Principle #1 -- Whether ministers or laymen, we should be men of opportunity and maintain fidelity to 

 God.

Nehemiah and Ezra are men of opportunity. The Lord had a special work for them to do. They were to call 
upon the people to consider their ways, and to see where they had made their mistake; for the Lord had not 
suffered His people to become powerless and confused and to be taken into captivity without a cause. The Lord 
especially blessed these men for standing up for the right. Nehemiah was not set apart as a priest or a prophet, 
but the Lord used him to do a special work. He was chosen as a leader of the people. But his fidelity to God did 
not depend upon his position. { 3BC 1135.2 } 

Principle #2 -- God chose Nehemiah because his willingness to cooperate with God. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 

many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base 
things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
 

Nehemiah was chosen by God because he was willing to cooperate with the Lord as a restorer. Falsehood and 
intrigue were used to pervert his integrity, but he would not be bribed. He refused to be corrupted by the devices 
of unprincipled men, who had been hired to do an evil work. He would not allow them to intimidate him into 
following a cowardly course. When he saw wrong principles being acted upon, he did not stand by as an onlooker, 
and by his silence give consent. He did not leave the people to conclude that he was standing on the wrong side. 
He took a firm, unyielding stand for the right. He would not lend one jot of influence to the perversion of the 
principles that God has established. Whatever the course others might pursue, he could say, “So did not I, 
because of the fear of God.” { 3BC 1135.5 }  
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