                    ADULT S.S. LESSON – CONTRIBUTING NOTES
                         METRO NEW YORK – WORLD MINISTRIES

                             FOR WEEK ENDING AUGUST 31, 2013

                                        Sabbath Afternoon August 24

                                  Reformation: The Outgrowth of Revival

   For the sake of discussion it can be said that reformation is the outgrowth of revival – because no reformation – which is “a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices” will flourish at all without revival – which is “a renewal of spiritual life.”   
Notice this sentence:  “Reformation will not bring forth the good fruit of  righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the Spirit.”    However in the very next sentence it is plainly stated:  “Revival and reformation are to do their appointed work, AND IN DOING THIS WORK THEY MUST BLEND.”  Christian Service p. 42 EMPHASIS SUPPLIED 
  These both – revival and reformation – must always be united – unless this is the case - neither of them is genuine.

  “Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise, and this preparation they should make by diligently studying the word of God, and striving to conform their lives to its precepts…..God calls for a revival and reformation.” P.K. p. 626

  It is from - the word of God - that we gain both revival of spiritual life and transformation of character.  Jesus said: “….the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” John 6:63 KJV
  “In every command and in every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of God, by which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized.  He who by faith receives the word IS RECEIVING THE VERY LIFE AND CHARACTER OF GOD.”  C.O.L. p. 38  emphasis supplied   
  And also as the apostle Peter so plainly sets forth: “WHEREBY ARE GIVEN UNTO US EXCEEDING GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES: THAT BY THESE YE MIGHT BE PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE NATURE, HAVING ESCAPED THE CORRUPTION THAT IS IN THE WORLD THROUGH LUST.” 2 Peter 1:4 KJV
                                               Sunday August 25

                                The Prophet’s Appeal For Reformation

  In 2 Chronicles 20 we can see some major points fundamental to revival and reformation – notice:
1) They gathered for prayer – “And Judah gathered themselves together, to 

ask help of the Lord…” v. 4

“From the secret place of prayer came the power that shook the world in the Great Reformation.” G.C. 210

2) They fasted – “And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the 

Lord and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.” V. 3

“For certain things, fasting and prayer are recommended and appropriate.  In the hand of God they are a means of cleansing the heart and promoting a receptive frame of mind. We obtain answers to our prayers because we humble our souls before God.” C.O.D.F. p. 187-188
“Difficult points of present truth have been reached by the earnest efforts of a few who were devoted to the work. Fasting and fervent prayer to God have moved the Lord to unlock His treasuries of truth to their understanding.” C.O.D.F.  p. 187
“When the time shall come, in the providence of God, for the world to be tested upon the truth for that time, minds will be exercised by His Spirit to search the Scriptures, even with fasting and with prayer, until link after link is searched out, and united in a perfect chain.

  Every fact which immediately concerns the salvation of souls will be made so clear that none need err, or walk in darkness.” C.O.D.F. p. 187
3) They praised the Lord – “…as they went out before the army, and to 

say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever.  And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.” V. 21,22

  “God was the strength of Judah in this crisis, and He is the strength of His people today. We are not to trust in princes, or to set men in the place of God. We are to remember that human beings are fallible and erring, and that He who has all power is our strong tower of defense. In every emergency we are to feel that the battle is His. His resources are limitless, and apparent impossibilities will make the victory all the greater.” Conflict and Courage p. 217
Notice – God gave victory to His people over their enemies when they began praising Him!
                                              Monday August 26
                              Paul’s Appeal for Reformation in Corinth

  The apostle Paul’s writings are often distorted.  The apostle Peter in his epistle especially warns of those who would take Paul’s writings and falsely interpret them to their own destruction.  

  “As also in all his epistles (Paul’s), speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest (twist), as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.”  2 Peter 3:16,17 KJV
  Some of the statements in Corinthians have been abused in this way, such as I Corinthians chapter 9 where Paul says: “And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law……I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” V. 20-22

These statements must not be misconstrued to say that Paul gave in on principle and truth. He did not! When he wrote to the Galatians he said: 
“…do I seek to please men? For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10 KJV  Paul clearly did all that he could to come into social rapport with those he was seeking to save – yet he did not sacrifice truth or principle!

  Have you ever wondered where the saying came from – when you are in Rome – do as the Romans do?  It did not come from the apostle Paul!  It came from this interesting fact in history.   Ambrose - the bishop of Milan, Italy - was a seventh-day Sabbath keeper. “Ambrose said that when he was in Milan he observed Saturday, but when in Rome he fasted on Saturday and observed Sunday. This gave rise to the proverb, “When you are in Rome, do as Rome does.”  Truth Triumphant p. 75
The teaching of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians brought a powerful change in the life of his hearers - note carefully these verses:

  “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”  1 Corinthians 6:9-11  emphasis supplied

  “THE GOSPEL IS TO BE PRESENTED, NOT AS A LIFELES THEORY, BUT AS A LIVING FORCE TO CHANGE THE LIFE. God desires that the receivers of His grace shall be witnesses to its power. Those whose course has been most offensive to Him, He freely accepts; when they repent, He imparts to them His divine Spirit, places them in the highest positions of trust, and sends them forth into the camp of the disloyal to proclaim His boundless mercy. He would have His servants bear testimony to the fact that through His grace men may possess Christlikeness of character, and may rejoice in His great love.” D.A. 826  emphasis supplied
                                           Tuesday August 27

                    Revelation’s Appeal for Reformation in Ephesus

  The good thing about the church of Ephesus was their keen discrimination when it came to knowing truth from error.  They simply would not tolerate error or those who taught it!  “….and how thou canst not bear them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars.”  
                                                                                       Revelation 2:2

 We have this very interesting insight from the book Acts of the Apostles as to the fundamental cause of heresies being brought into the church, please note:
  “Some who professed Christ claimed that His love released them from obedience to the law of God.  On the other hand, many taught that it was necessary to observe the Jewish customs and ceremonies; that a mere observance of the law, without faith in the blood of Christ, was sufficient for salvation. Some held that Christ was a good man, but denied His divinity. Some who pretended to be true to the cause of God were deceivers, and in practice they denied Christ and His gospel. LIVING THEMSELVES IN TRANSGRESSION, THEY WERE BRINGING HERESIES INTO THE CHURCH.”  AA p. 553 emphasis supplied
                                             Wednesday, August 27

                                     Luther’s Appeal For Reformation

  In this section let us observe two main points:   First Luther’s experience in finally coming to trust totally in Jesus and His power to save.  Secondly let us look at his trumpet call - to the people of His time to hold firmly to God’s word.

1) Luther’s Experience:  “Luther was one day devoutly climbing these steps, when suddenly a voice like thunder seemed to say to him: “THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” Romans 1:17 He sprang to his feet and hastened from the place in shame and horror. THAT TEXT NEVER LOST ITS POWER UPON HIS SOUL. From that time he saw more clearly than ever before the fallacy of trusting to human works for salvation, and the NECESSITY OF CONSTANT FAITH IN THE MERITS OF CHRIST.”   G.C. 125  emphasis supplied
        2)  A Firm Hold On The Word of God: “He wrote thus of the universities:
          “I am much afraid that the universities will prove to be the great 

          gates of hell, unless they diligently labor in explaining the Holy 

          Scriptures, and engraving them in the hearts of youth.  I advise no one 

          to place his child where the Scriptures do not reign paramount. Every

          institution in which men are not unceasingly occupied with the word 

          of God must become corrupt.”

            This appeal was rapidly circulated throughout Germany and exerted

          A powerful influence upon the people.”  G.C. 140-141

  There is much debate over the versions of the Bible - which one - or ones may be best.  This compiler holds that the regular King James Version is the very best one - in the English language. The New International Version is very obviously corrupted – this can be quite easily proved.  It can also be demonstrated that the NKJV is simply a bridge on over to the corrupted NIV version.  In the NIV Bible there are 17 entire verses completely missing, and there are 180 other verses where a portion of the verse is missing, besides many hundreds of other changes.  I will list here a few of those examples and then show how the NKJV Bible follows the NIV in its marginal notes. This point I will briefly demonstrate here:

Entire verses omitted in the NIV:
Matthew 17:21 – 18:11 – 23:14

Mark       7:16 – 9:44 – 9:46 – 11:26 – 15:28

Luke        17:36 – 23:17

John         5:4

Acts         8:37 – 15:34 – 24:7 – 28:29 

Romans   16:24

1John       5:7

The NKJV – in the margin follows these omissions almost to the letter.
Partial verses omitted in the NIV:

Matthew          6:13  “For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,

                          for ever. Amen.”

Luke       4:8     “Get thee behind me Satan”
John        8:9     “…being convicted by their own conscience…
Romans  8:1     “….who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Galations 3:1    “O foolish Galatians who hath bewitched you – next phrase

                          omitted – “that ye should not obey the truth…”

Again the NKJV in its marginal readings follows the lead of the NIV in omitting these and many other partial verses.

Some other points:
KJV Job 26:5 “Dead things are formed from under the waters…”

NIV                “The dead are in deep anguish…..”
NKJV             “The dead tremble, those under the waters….”

Based on Ecclesiastes 9:5 and many other places in Scripture we know the dead do not tremble - or know - or do anything.  This is a major twist of Scripture and attack on the right understanding of the state of the dead.

Notice a similar problem in 2 Peter 2:9 in the NKJV and also the NIV.
KJV     “For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on 

             Him the seed of Abraham.”  Hebrews 2:16

NIV      “ For surely it is not angels He helps, but Abraham’s descendants.”

NKJV   “For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to 

               the seed of Abraham.”

Note here how that the NIV and NKJV both take a major departure from the meaning in the KJV and notice the similarity between the NIV and NKJV.

From a scholarly work put out by the Trinitarian Bible Society on the NKJV they state the following:

  “Interestingly enough, there were nine scholars who worked on both the NKJV and the New International Version. Since these translations had two differing methods of translation principles and used different texts, this surely provided an interesting dilemma for these men. They apparently did not have problems working in a formal - as opposed to a dynamic equivalence setting, nor must they have had difficulty using the Textus Receptus versus the Critical text, nor using the Hebrew plus the extensive use of any number of ancient and modern translations. In other words, the translators who worked on both projects apparently had no problem with supporting opposing principles in translation work today.  Most scholars who are committed to the use and support of the  Textus Receptus are so committed because of strong convictions regarding the true text of Scripture. Most men who support the Textus Receptus are persecuted, abused in print or ridiculed by scholars who support the Critical Text. Thus, it is difficult to understand how these men could work on both translations.” The New King James Version p. 3 - Put out by the Trinitarian Bible Society – Grand Rapids Michigan, USA
The NKJV like the NIV puts Christ in the Most Holy Place at His ascension in Hebrews 9:12.  This then makes the NKJV contrary to SDA doctrine on this point.                                                                                                        There is a vast amount of information on this point - of showing the beauty and strength of the KJV and the weakness and corruptions in other English versions. The book Great Controversy states that the Waldenses had the pure Bible manuscript from apostolic times (see pages 65 and 69).  It was these manuscripts that were used in a very large way by the Reformers and the translators of the KJV Bible when the produced their translations. I will  conclude this part for the moment with a quote from a most scholarly and powerful work on this subject – entitled – 

Our Authorized Bible Vindicated - by Benjamin Wilkinson:

  “Moreover, the composition of the Authorized Version was recognized by scholars as the miracle of English prose, unsurpassed in clearness, precision, and vigor.  The English of the King James Bible was the most perfect, if not the only example of a lost art.”  OABV p. 162  

For mental and spiritual benefit – it stands – that grand work of communication - without a rival for its excellence, beauty and linguistic majesty and power.
                                           Thursday,  August 29

                      Heavens Appeal for an End-Time Reformation

The greatest chapter in the Bible is Revelation Chapter 14.  To support this statement I will now give the following reasons:
1) It is first of all found in the book of Revelation which immediately gives it very high rank.  Note the following statement:
“In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end.” A.A. 585

In other words the book of Revelation is in its relationship to all the other books of the Bible like the hub (center of a wheel).  It is the center point - and all other books of the Bible surround and connect to it.

2) The literary structure of the book of Revelation is in chiastic form.  

A chiasm is composed of various parts that have a center point - which is different than the other parts – and the center point is the most important part. To illustrate it this way:

1 – 3 – 5 – 12 – 5 – 3 -1 Notice how you have similar comparative parts on each side as you approach the center – but the center is unique and is the most important point in the whole composition.
Now notice a basic chiastic structure in the book of Revelation:

The Church Militant  - Rev. 1-3

     God’s Activity in Heaven - Rev. 4 – 6

               The Seven Trumpets  - Rev.  8-11

                          The Three Angels Messages Revelation 14

                The Seven Last Plagues Rev. 15-16

      God’s Activity on Earth  Rev.  18-20

The Church Triumphant  Rev.  21-22

The three angels messages are the very center of the book of Revelation. Thus in the chiastic structure of the book they are the most important!  And the book of Revelation is the most important book in all the Bible – because in it all the books of the Bible meet and end. 
Now let us notice some powerful quotes that clarify the immense meaning of this portion of Scripture:

“Christ is coming the second time, with power unto salvation. To prepare human beings for this event, He has sent the first, second, and third angels’ messages. THESE ANGELS REPRESENT THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE TRUTH, AND WITH POWER OPEN THE GOSPEL TO THE WORLD.”  7A 978-9  emphasis supplied
“The fourteenth chapter of Revelation is a chapter of the deepest interest. This scripture will soon be understood in all its bearings, and the messages given to John the revelator will be repeated with distinct utterance.” 7A 978

“The destiny of a world hangs in the balance; but this hardly moves even those who claim to believe the MOST FAR-REACHING TRUTH ever given to mortals. There is a lack of that love which led Christ to leave His heavenly home and take man’s nature that humanity might touch humanity and draw humanity to divinity.” 

                                                              C.O.L. p. 303  emphasis supplied
“THE MOST FEARFUL THREATENING EVER ADDRESSED TO MORTALS is contained in the third angel’s message. That must be a terrible sin which calls down the wrath of God unmingled with mercy.” G.C. 449 emphasis supplied

                                Friday, August 30

                                    Further Study

“These things “are written for our admonition upon whom the ends of the world are come.” 1 Corinthians 10:11 How often we misinterpret God’s blessings, and flatter ourselves that we are favored on account of some goodness in us! God cannot do for us that which He longs to do…..

John declared to the teachers of Israel that their pride, selfishness, and cruelty showed them to be a generation of vipers, a deadly curse to the people, rather than the children of just and obedient Abraham. In view of the light they had received from God, they were even worse than the heathen, to whom they felt so much superior….

John declared to the Jews that their standing before God was to be decided by their life and character. Profession was worthless. If their life and character were not in harmony with God’s law, they were not His people.”  D.A.  p.106 – 107

“To men of principle faith and daring the world is indebted for its

great reforms. By such men the work of reform for this time must 

be carried forward.”  G.C.  460

Compiled by Pastor Kent Millard
