        ADULT S.S. NOTES – METRO WORLD WIDE MINISTRIES
               FOR WEEK ENDING SABBATH AUGUST 10

                                           Sabbath Afternoon August 3

This might be said to be the most important study in this quarter.  If repentance and confession  are not experienced – neither revival or reformation or salvation will be obtained.  
1) What is repentance?

2) What are we called to repent of?

3) How is the experience of repentance truly gained?

In the Lord’s work in behalf of His church we can see that He uses dedicated people to lead out in the work of repentance and reformation.  There are many of these types of persons listed in scripture.  We who are seeking this experience should be very anxious to know what character qualities these reformers possessed – which enabled God to use them for the great work of revival and reformation.
Notice the following:

“We should choose the right because it is right, and leave consequences with God.  To men of principle, faith, and daring, the world is indebted for its great reforms. By such men the work of reform for this time must be carried forward.”  GC  460

Of John the Baptist: “…the Spirit of God would be with him if he heeded the instruction of the angel.

John was to go forth as Jehovah’s messenger, to bring to men the light of God. He must give a new direction to their thoughts. He must impress them with the holiness of God’s requirements, and their need of His perfect righteousness. Such a messenger must be holy. He must be a temple for the indwelling Spirit of God. In order to fulfill his mission, he must have a sound physical constitution, and mental and spiritual strength. Therefore it would be necessary for him to control the appetites and passions. He must be able so to control all his powers that he could stand among men as unmoved by surrounding circumstances as the rocks and mountains of the wilderness.” D.A. p. 100
“All who would perfect holiness in the fear of God must learn the lessons of temperance and self-control. The appetites and passions must be held in subjection to the higher powers of the mind. This self-discipline is essential to that mental strength and spiritual insight which will enable us to understand and to practice the sacred truths of God’s word. For this reason temperance finds its place in the work of preparation for Christ’s second coming.”  D.A. p. 101

                              Sunday August 4 – Repentance God’s Gift
1) WHAT IS REPENTANCE ?  “To feel such remorse or regret for past conduct as to change one’s mind regarding it.”  Dictionary  
“Repentance includes sorrow for sin, and a turning away from it.  We shall not renounce sin unless we see its sinfulness; until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no real change in the life.” Steps To Christ p. 23

2) WHAT ARE WE CALLED TO REPENT OF?      The answer is: SIN.

The next question is what is sin? And the answer to that is found in 1John 3:4:  “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law for sin is the transgression of the law.”
Notice the following comment: “Our only definition of sin is that given in the word of God; it is ‘the transgression of the law….’  G.C. 493

3) HOW IS THE EXPERIENCE OF REPENTANCE TRULY GAINED?

“Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that THE GOODNESS OF GOD LEADETH THEE TO REPENTANCE.” Romans 2:4 emphasis supplied

“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: AND THEY SHALL LOOK UPON ME WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED, AND THEY SHALL MOURN FOR HIM, AS ONE MOURNETH FOR HIS ONLY SON, AS ONE THAT IS IN BITTERNESS FOR HIS FIRSTBORN.” Zechariah 12:10 emphasis supplied  It is seeing Jesus hanging on the cross and the terrible price paid to forgive and deliver for sin that will subdue us to Him.
“If you see your sinfulness, do not wait to make yourself better. How many there are who think they are not good enough to come to Christ. Do you expect to become better through your own efforts? “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” There is help for us only in God.  We must not wait for stronger persuasions, for better opportunities, or for holier tempers. We can do nothing of ourselves. We must come to Christ just as we are.”    S.T.C. p. 31

                             Monday August 5 – True Repentance Defined
“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.  For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.”  II Corinthians 7: 10,11

Paul here uses seven adjectives to describe repentance.  Every one of these describe a very strong and very decided ridding of sin from the soul in strong force.

1) Carefulness - full of care - In Luke 10:41 Jesus said: “Martha, Martha, thou are careful and troubled about many things…”  The idea that this word carries is being fully preoccupied with a certain matter.

2) Clearing – when something is clear it is wiped clean of all interfering and opposing material. In Genesis 44:16 when Judah stood before the governor of Egypt - he in pleading for the life of his younger brother said: “…What shall we say unto my lord? What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord’s servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is found.” 
3) Indignation – which is anger – in this case against sin, as it says in Revelation 14:10 “The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation..”

4) Fear:  “And unto man He said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.”  Job 28:28 

“By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil.” Proverbs 16:6

5) Vehement desire – “….jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof 
      are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame.”  Again the idea is expressed of a very strong burning emotion of antagonism towards sin.

6) Zeal: “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” Isaiah 9:7  Again in this word we see expressed a very powerful and concentrated hatred of sin.

7) Revenge:  “…and having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.”  2 Corinthians 10:6  

There can be no doubt here whatsoever that when a person experiences repentance for sin there is a most thorough hatred of it – resistance to it and overcoming of it.  And this process continues to grow in the Christian life – note the following:  “At every advance step in our Christian experience our repentance will deepen.”  A.A. 561

                   Wednesday August 7 – True And False Repentance 
“Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.  For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.”

Esau’s repentance was the sorrow over the loss of the birthright and the consequences of his actions – he had not come to sorrow truly because of sin.

               Thursday August 8 – Confessions Healing Power

Confession and repentance are so wonderful and so important!  As always there is a counterfeit that the devil has supplied in place of the genuine.  In the Testimonies For The Church Volume 5 from page 635-650 is a very important and detailed discussion of proper confession of sin. This is a must read!

Please note the following:  “Says the apostle: - James – “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.” This scripture has been interpreted to sustain the practice of going to the priest for absolution; but it has no such application. Confess your sins to God, who only can forgive them, and your faults to one another.        If you have given offense to your friend or neighbor you are to acknowledge your wrong, and it is his duty freely to forgive you.  Then you are to seek the forgiveness of God…” 5T 639

“The church’s claim to the right to pardon leads the Romanist to feel at liberty to sin; and the ordinance of confession, without which her pardon is not granted, tends also to give license to evil. He who kneels before fallen man, and opens in confession the secret thoughts and imaginations of his heart, is debasing his manhood and degrading every noble instinct of his soul.  In unfolding the sins of his life to a priest,  -  an erring, sinful mortal, and too often corrupted with wine and licentiousness, - his standard of character is lowered, and he is defiled in consequence. His thought of God is degraded to the likeness of fallen humanity, for the priest stands as a representative of God. THIS DEGRADING CONFESSION OF MAN TO MAN IS THE SECRET SPRING FROM WHICH HAS FLOWED MUCH OF THE EVIL THAT IS DEFILING THE WORLD AND FITTING IT FOR THE FINAL DESTRUCTION.”  GC 567   
                                           Friday August 9

“When Satan comes to tell you that you are a great sinner, look up to your Redeemer, and talk of His merits.”  S.T.C.   36    
