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                                 Sabbath Afternoon - August 17
                            Discernment – The Safeguard of Revival
  In our search into this extremely important topic we must come immediately to the Word of God as the source of truth – in order that our own minds may be guided aright.  Isaiah 8:20 must be deeply imbedded in our souls that we will ever look to the Word of God - for truth. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.”  The reference point for all perception of truth is the Holy Bible.   Jesus our Redeemer has given this most profound promise: 

     “And YE SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, and the truth shall make you free.”  John 8:32  Along with this certain and wonderful promise we in this time have been given the following warning: 
  “The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and which, therefore, are not quick to discern the difference between truth and error.” 1 S.M. 202

  “But there must be earnest study and close investigation. Sharp, clear perceptions of truth will never be the reward of indolence. No earthly blessing can be obtained without earnest, patient, persevering effort. If men attain success in business, they must have a will to do and a faith to look for results. And we cannot expect to gain spiritual knowledge without earnest toil.” C.O.L. p. 111

  “Christ is the truth.  His words are truth, and they have a deeper significance than appears on the surface. All the sayings of Christ have a value beyond their unpretending appearance. Minds that are quickened by the Holy Spirit will discern the value of these sayings. They will discern the precious gems of truth, though these may be buried treasures.” C.O.L. p. 110

                                                                                                                        We may then pursue this journey for truth – knowing that if we abide by His Word – we will be guided aright. The promise is “YE SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH.”
  That which gave great revival and reformation power to the 16th century Reformation was that fact that Luther and his colaborers exalted the Word of God to its proper place before the people. Note the following quote:
    “He wrote thus of the universities: “I am much afraid that the universities will prove to be the great gates of hell, unless they diligently labor in explaining the Holy Scriptures, and engraving them in the hearts of youth, I advise no one to place his child where the Scriptures do not reign paramount.  Every institution in which men are not unceasingly occupied with the word of God must become corrupt.

  This appeal was rapidly circulated throughout Germany and exerted a powerful influence upon the people.”  G.C. p. 141

                                              Sunday August 18

                                         God’s Will and His Word

  The standard adult quarterly makes such a good contribution here:         “All true spirituality is focused on knowing God and doing His will (John 17:3, Hebrews 10:17). Any so-called ‘revival” that focuses on experience rather than commitment to obey God’s Word misses the mark completely. The Holy Spirit will never lead us where God’s Word does not. The Holy Spirit leads us into the Word  (2 Timothy 3:15,16). The Word of God is the foundation and heart of all true revival.” See p. 65
  The question that may well be asked here is: Why if - so many - have the Word of God - are there so many heresies yet prevailing in the professed Christian world? As the Bible predicted of the  professed Christian world at the end of time – it will consist of many who “have a form of godliness, but (are) denying the power thereof…” 2 Timothy 3:5  That they are: “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  V. 7                   
  Let us look at some of the causes of this:

Many while professing to follow it - do not really wish to obey the Word of God.  “The Bible is within the reach of all, but there are few who really accept it as the guide of life.” G.C. 583  As the prophet Daniel stated in his prayer: “….that we might turn from our iniquities and understand thy truth.” Daniel 9:13 And again: “….but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand.” Daniel 12:10 

 Again the following are two powerful quotes bearing on this point:
  “Disobedience has closed the door to a vast amount of knowledge that might have been gained from the Scriptures.  Understanding means obedience to God’s commandments.” C.O.L. p. 112

  “The truths that are hidden from the wise and prudent are revealed to babes. The beauty and preciousness of truth, which are undiscerned by the worldly-wise, are constantly unfolding to those who have a trusting, childlike desire to know and to do the will of God. WE DISCERN THE TRUTH BY BECOMING, OURSELVES PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE NATURE.”  M.B. p. 27  emphasis supplied

                                    Monday August 19, 2013

                                    God’s Love and His Law

John plainly states:
“And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.

He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John 2:3,4

                                                                                                                “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His commandments.                                                                   For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments: and His commandments are not grievous.” 1 John 5:2,3.
And again: “He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.                                                                          He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 

But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.”  1 John 2:9-11

Here we can plainly see that - knowing God means loving God - and loving God means keeping His commandments - and keeping His commandments is the way that we know that we love others. On the other hand if we do not love God or our fellowman - we are in darkness and do not know God. 

                                          Tuesday August 20

                                    Formalism, Fanaticism, Faith

In these comments we will look briefly at fanaticism.  This problem was a major menace to the Reformation in the time of Luther and history will be repeated again in the last revival just before Jesus comes. Speaking of  the fanaticism in Luther’s day we are told:                                                                                         “From the professed friends of the Reformation had risen its worst enemies.” G.C. 187 
Now let us observe some of the characteristics of fanatics:

1) THEY TEND TO BE ARROGANT AND PROUD: “He (Munzer the fanatic) was ambitious to obtain position and influence, and was unwilling to be second, even to Luther.” G.C. 191 They “…claimed to have been divinely commissioned to carry forward to its completion the Reformation which, they declared, had been but feebly begun by Luther.” G.C. 186 
2) THEY FOLLOW SELF AND FEELINGS RATHER THAN THE WORD OF GOD:  “The fanatical teachers gave themselves up to be governed by impressions; regarding every thought and impulse as the voice of God; consequently they went to great extremes. Some even burned their Bibles, exclaiming: “The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.”  G.C. 191

3) THEY WERE PERSONS WITH FAULTED MINDS AND LACK OF SELF – CONTROL:  “Luther…knew them to be men of unsound judgment and undisciplined passions, who, while claiming to be specially illuminated from heaven, would not endure the slightest contradiction or even the kindest reproof or counsel. Arrogating to themselves supreme authority, they required everyone, without a question, to acknowledge their claims.”  G.C. 190
                                     Wednesday August 21

                                     Ministry And Miracles

“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”  2 Thessalonians 2:9-12

“And deceiveth them that dwell on the  earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast….” Revelation 13:14

“For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”  Revelation 16:14
God’s people must be anchored in the word! Satan has power to work miracles! Miracles of themselves do not prove that something is of God, for Satan himself has power to work miracles. “None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict.”  G.C. 593
                                      Thursday August 22

                                          Fruits and Gifts

  Again I will quote from the quarterly: “Any so-called revival that has little interest in the fruit of the Spirit but is obsessed with possessing the gifts of the Spirit is dangerous……Beware of movements that concentrate on the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit rather than on obedience to God’s will and a transformed character that reveals the fruit of the Spirit.” p. 69

 The false revivals of our time are described in the book Great Controversy chapter 28 – Modern Revivals – Note the following quote:  

  “The hope of salvation is accepted without a radical change of heart or reformation of life. Thus superficial conversions abound, and multitudes are joined to the church who have never been united to Christ.” G.C. 468 

                                        Friday August 23

                                            Further Study

In our quest for spiritual enlightenment we must start with the basics.

1) THE WORD OF GOD -  it is the study of this Holy Book that “brings the mind of the student in direct contact with the infinite mind…” G.C. 94

2) PRAYER:  Daniel was a very wise man – he prayed three times each day.  Solomon’s wisdom also came from prayer:  “ By earnest prayer and dependence upon God, Solomon obtained the wisdom which excited the wonder and admiration of  the world.”  G.C. 509
3) MAINTING HEALTH AND A CLEAN BODY:  This also has a great impact on spiritual life.  Note the following facts:

“All who would perfect holiness in the fear of God must learn the lessons of temperance and self-control. The appetites and passions must be held in subjection to the higher powers of the mind.  This self-discipline is essential to that mental strength and spiritual insight which will enable us to understand and to practice the sacred truths of God’s word. For this reason temperance finds its place in the work of preparation for Christ’s second coming.” D.A. 101

This is why such habits as:  A) No food eaten between meals -  and others such as: 

B) Avoiding overeating – “Ninety percent of fatigue is associated with overeating in one way or another….It is the rule of digestion that the benefit we derive from our food, as well as the satisfaction from it depends more on the length of time the food spends in the mouth than on the quantity eaten. Many stomach complaints and much overweight could be avoided by taking small bites and chewing well.”

From - Dr. Agatha Thrash

Systematic moderation in eating – that is not overeating - is the 
“…number-one health and longevity secret. Overeating, on the other hand, even of health foods, is one of the main causes of disease and premature aging….Food eaten in excess of actual body need acts in the system as a poison. It interferes with proper digestion of nutrients…the unbelievable truth is that the less you eat, the less hungry you feel, because the food will be more efficiently digested and better utilized.” Dr. Paavo Airola – How To Get Well p.l99

As someone has said: From birth to 20 years of age - eat what you need – from 20 to 40 eat moderately – and from 40 and up eat sparingly.  This is good advice. May all be guided by good sense and continue in the persistence of maintaining good habits!

C) Stay away from harmful substances – such as caffeine, alcohol and drugs, and excess of sugar and fats in the diet.

We are told: “Intemperance dethrones reason; sensual indulgence, strife, and bloodshed follow.” G.C. 589

4) Meditation on the Word of God:  In the book Steps To Christ we 

are told over and over in the chapter on Bible study that we must meditate on the word of God!  It is not hasty reading but slow and careful and earnest  and repeated pondering of the truths of Scripture that brings mental and spiritual power.  Note the following:

  “The more we look at the promises of the Word of God, the brighter they grow.  The more we practice them, the deeper will be our understanding of them.”  Evangelism p. 256 

  “The words of inspiration, pondered in the heart, will be as streams flowing from the fountain of life.”  S.T.C. 91

  “But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”  Proverbs 4:18
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