                            ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL NOTES
                                METRO WORLD MINISTRIES

                        FOR WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 21, 2013

      THE COSMIC CONFLICT OVER GOD’S CHARACTER

                      SABBATH AFTERNOON DECEMBER 14

  The fact of the Great Controversy that has engaged the history of this world since Adam and Eve’s sin in the Garden of Eden - is the precise and all encompassing understanding that interprets for us and gives us the proper perspective of the many issues that we face in this world – guilt – temptation – death – sorrow – and suffering.  Lucifer’s rebellion against God and His throne consisted in this main feature – Lucifer attacked the law of God – the ten commandments.  This is the point over which the whole Great Controversy rages – it is Satan’s hatred against God’s law of love and liberty.  That law is the very essence of the character of Christ – the very essence of the character of God.  “Righteousness is holiness, likeness to God, and “God is love.” 1Jn. 4:16 It is conformity to the law of God…” 
                                                                                                       M.B. 18

In his attempt to malign the Creator - Satan has infused his own misrepresentations of God into the false religions of the world. 

“The cruelty inherent in (Satan’s) own character is attributed to the Creator; IT IS EMBODIED IN SYSTEMS OF RELIGION.”  GC 569

“By the same misrepresentation of the character of God as he had practiced in heaven, causing Him to be regarded as severe and tyrannical, Satan induced man to sin.”  G.C. 500

So we can see that Satan misrepresents the character of God and leads man to disobey his law. Notice very carefully the following statements:

“Since the fall of Adam, MEN IN EVERY AGE HAVE EXCUSED THEMSELVES FROM SINNNING; CHARGING GOD WITH THEIR SIN, saying that they could not keep the commandments. This is the insinuation Satan cast at God in heaven.”  R&H 5-28-1901
“Satan represents God’s law as a law of selfishness.  He declares that it is impossible for us to obey its precepts.”  D.A. 23

“Satan declared that it was impossible for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the law of God, and thus charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love. IF THEY COULD NOT KEEP THE LAW, THEN THERE WAS FAULT WITH THE LAWGIVER.  MEN WHO ARE UNDER THE CONTROL OF SATAN REPEAT THESE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST GOD, IN ASSERTING THAT MEN CAN NOT KEEP THE LAW OF GOD.”  

                                                                                 S.T.   1-16-1896
“THIS IS BEYOND QUESTION THE CENTERPIECE OF SATAN’S FALSE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST GOD.
AND THIS ACCUSATION IS BEING ECHOED BY MANY WHO STAND IN SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST PULPITS TODAY.”

Ellen White foretold it with unerring accuracy:

“Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan.”  T.M.  409

                                      From the book - The Hellish Torch p. 21
In Christ’s time we are told:  “(Satan) hoped to establish the claim put forth when he rebelled in heaven, that the requirements of God were unjust, and could not be obeyed. Even Israel, he declared, did not keep the law.”  

                                                                                      D.A. 29

“The Saviour’s life of obedience maintained the claims of the law; it proved that the law could be kept in humanity, and showed the excellence of character that obedience would develop. ALL WHO OBEY AS HE DID ARE LIKEWISE DECLARING THAT THE LAW IS ‘holy, just, and good.’ On the other hand, ALL WHO BREAK GOD’S COMMANDMENTS ARE SUSTAINING SATAN’S CLAIM THAT THE LAW IS UNJUST, AND CONNOT BE OBEYED. Thus they second the deceptions of the great adversary, and cast dishonor on God. They are the children of the wicked one, who was first to rebel against God’s law.”  D.A. 309
                     REVOLT IN THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY

                                    SUNDAY DECEMBER 15

God’s throne is in the heavenly sanctuary.  Jeremiah tells us that:

“A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary.”

                                                                                   Jeremiah 17:12

Satan’s attack in the sanctuary was aimed directly at the throne of God.  
“The condition of the world at the time of Christ is well described by the prophet Isaiah. He says that the people were found "transgressing and lying against the Lord, and departing away from our God." [Isaiah 59:13-17 quoted.]   

     The condition of the world previous to the first appearing of Christ is a picture of the condition of the world just previous to His second advent. The same iniquity will exist, Satan manifests the same delusive power upon the minds of men. He is setting his trained agents at work, and moving them to intense activity. He is securing his army of human agents to engage in the last conflict against the Prince of life, TO OVERTHROW THE LAW OF GOD WHICH IS THE FOUNDATION OF HIS THRONE.  Satan will work with miraculous presentations to confirm men in the belief that he is what he claims to be, - the prince of this world, and that victory is his. He will turn his forces against those who are loyal to God, but though he may cause pain, distress, and human agony, he cannot defile the soul. He may cause affliction to the people of God as he did to Christ, but he cannot cause one of Christ's little ones to perish. THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN THESE LAST DAYS MUST EXPECT TO ENTER THE THICK OF THE CONFLICT;  for the prophetic Word says, "The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ"               4BC 1153.2

In the study of the Bible it is very plain that God’s character and God’s law are identical in their essential characteristics. Note the following comparisons:

              GOD IS:             TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE:

HOLY - 1 Peter 1:16                        HOLY - Romans 7:12

RIGHTEOUS – Ps. 19:7                  RIGHTEOUS – Romans 9:31

GOOD – Matt. 19:17                       GOOD – Romans 7:12

ETERNAL – Duet. 33:27                 ETERNAL – Matthew 5:18 
                                                                               Psalms 119:142, 144
LIGHT – 1 John 1:5                         LIGHT – Proverbs 6:23; Isa. 8:20

PERFECT – Mt. 5:48                       PERFECT – Ps. 19:7

JUST – Isa. 45:21                             JUST – Romans 7:12

TRUTH – John 14:6                         TRUTH – Ps. 119:142

DOES NOT CHANGE                     DOES NOT CHANGE – 

James 1:17                                        Matt. 5:17,18;  Luke 16:17

                                         THE ACCUSATIONS

                                     MONDAY DECEMBER 16

In the history of Job we can see Satan’s hatred against those who obey God’s law. In the previous quotes in this week’s lesson it is plain that God’s character is on trial in the person and experience of His people.  The obedience of God’s people honors Him and the disobedience of God’s people dishonor’s Him.                                                                                  “Of the Spirit Jesus said, "He shall glorify Me." The Saviour came to glorify the Father by the demonstration of His love; so the Spirit was to glorify Christ by revealing His grace to the world. The very image of God is to be reproduced in humanity.  The honor or God, the honor of Christ, is involved in the perfection of the character of His people.”  DA 671.3  
                                  VINDICATION AT THE CROSS

                                       TUESDAY DECEMBER 17

   “At the cross of Calvary, love and selfishness stood face to face. Here was their crowning manifestation. Christ had lived only to comfort and bless, and in putting Him to death, Satan manifested the malignity of his hatred against God. He made it evident that the real purpose of his rebellion was to dethrone God, and to destroy Him through whom the love of God was shown.   

     By the life and the death of Christ, the thoughts of men also are brought to view. From the manger to the cross, the life of Jesus was a call to self-surrender, and to fellowship in suffering. It unveiled the purposes of men. Jesus came with the truth of heaven, and all who were listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit were drawn to Him. The worshipers of self belonged to Satan's kingdom. In their attitude toward Christ, all would show on which side they stood. And thus everyone passes judgment on himself.    

     In the day of final judgment, every lost soul will understand the nature of his own rejection of truth. The cross will be presented, and its real bearing will be seen by every mind that has been blinded by transgression. Before the vision of Calvary with its mysterious Victim, sinners will stand condemned. Every lying excuse will be swept away. Human apostasy will appear in its heinous character. Men will see what their choice has been. Every question of truth and error in the long-standing controversy will then have been made plain. In the judgment of the universe, God will stand clear of blame for the existence or continuance of evil. It will be demonstrated that the divine decrees are not accessory to sin. There was no defect in God's government, no cause for disaffection. When the thoughts of all hearts shall be revealed, both the loyal and the rebellious will unite in declaring, "Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? . . . for Thy judgments are made manifest." Revelation 15:3, 4.  DA 58
                             VINDICATION IN THE JUDGMENT

                                 WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18

Our only confidence and hope to be ready for the judgment is to receive Christ’s righteousness – which consists both in His loving forgiveness and His personal presence in the soul – which gives us power to completely obey the law of God.

“No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue  that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OF ME, SAITH THE LORD.”  Isaiah 54:17

“In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is His name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”   Jeremiah 23:6

“The righteousness of God is embodied in Christ. WE RECEIVE RIGHTEIOUSNESS BY RECEIVING HIM.
     Not by painful struggles or wearisome toil, not by gift or sacrifice, is righteousness obtained; but it is freely given to every soul who hungers and thirsts to receive it. "Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat, . . . without money and without price." "Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord," and, "This is His name whereby He shall be called, The Lord Our Righteousness." Isaiah 55:1; 54:17; Jeremiah 23:6.   M.B. 18
                                     THE COSMIC SPECTACLE

                                    THURSDAY DECEMBER 19

God says:  “And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, WHEN I SHALL BE SANCTIFIED IN YOU BEFORE THEIR EYES.”  Ezekiel 36:23

The above quoted Scripture brings to view a concept that is repeated throughout the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy writings – that God’s character is on trial in the character of His people.  Notice the following references:
“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. WHEN THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST SHALL BE PERFECTLY REPRODUCED IN HIS PEOPLE, THEN HE WILL COME TO CLAIM THEM AS HIS OWN.”  C.O.L. 69

  “Some few in every generation from Adam resisted his every artifice and stood forth as noble representatives of what it was in the power of man to do and to be--Christ working with human efforts, helping man in overcoming the power of Satan. ENOCH AND ELIJAH ARE THE CORRECT REPRESENTATIVES OF WHAT THE RACE MIGHT BE through faith in Jesus Christ if they chose to be. SATAN WAS GREATLY DISTURBED because these noble, holy men stood untainted amid the moral pollution surrounding them, perfected righteous characters, and were accounted worthy for translation to heaven. As they had stood forth in moral power in noble uprightness, overcoming Satan's temptations, he could not bring them under the dominion of death. He triumphed that he had power to overcome Moses with his temptations, and that he could mar his illustrious character and lead him to the sin of taking glory to himself before the people which belonged to God.--The Review and Herald, March 3, 1874.  3SM 146.5  

Notice how that this is the great burden of God’s people during the time of trouble as they come up through the end time events – their great concern is that their own life is not a misrepresentation of the character of God.

“Though God's people will be surrounded by enemies who are bent upon their destruction, yet the anguish which they suffer is not a dread of persecution for the truth's sake; they fear that every sin has not been repented of, and that through some fault in themselves they will fail to realize the fulfillment of the Saviour's promise: I "will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world." Revelation 3:10. If they could have the assurance of pardon they would not shrink from torture or death; but should they prove unworthy, and lose their lives BECAUSE OF THEIR OWN DEFECTS OF CHARACTER, THEN GOD’S HOLY NAME WOULD BE REPROACHED.”     G.C. 619
Now let us look at some more Scripture on this point:
When David had committed his sin of adultery Nathan the prophet said:  “Howbeit, BECAUSE BY THIS DEED THOU HAST GIVEN GREAT OCCASION TO THE ENEMIES OF THE Lord to blaspheme…..”        

                                                                           2 Samuel 12:14

Notice again in Ezekiel’s writings:  “As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord God; Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken unto me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with your gifts, and with your idols.”  Ezekiel 20:39

“…..they have even defiled my holy name by their abominations that they have committed: wherefore I have consumed them in mine anger.”  Ezekiel 43: 8

Notice in the N.T.  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  Mt. 5:16

In Romans chapter 2 – Paul after describing the sins of God’s professed people says:

“Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God?  FOR THE NAME OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES THROUGH YOU as it is written.”

Much more could be said on this subject – but the case is plain from inspiration – that God and His law is on trial before the universe.  That God is honored when we obey and dishonored when we do not obey.  In these last days God will have a people who are so in love with Him and have such a high regard for His law that they will fit the following description:

“THOSE WHO WOULD RATHER DIE THAN PERFORM A WRONG ACT ARE THE ONLY ONES WHO WILL BE FOUND FAITHFUL.” 

                                                                                     5 Testimonies p. 53

My friend – depend completely on Jesus – and He will live out His life in you.   “The just shall live by faith.”

Compiled by Elder Kent Millard

All emphasis supplied
