                        METRO NEW YORK WORLD MINISTRIES
                            ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON

                     FOR WEEK ENDING SABBATH FEBRUARY 22

                                            DISCIPLESHIP
                           WITH THE RICH AND FAMOUS

The lesson theme for this quarter is how to best win our fellow human brothers and sisters - as followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  To present Him – to them  -  and to gain their attention and affection for Christ so they will be led to model their lives after His example.  This calling is to be made to persons from all classes of society as each and every one is precious to God.

Those of the wealthy class are to be reached and sought for.  From this lesson may our regard and interest for those in this group be increased so much that whenever opportunity is given we will do all we can to reach them! Notice this statement:

 “…when the  RICH MAN feasts in his palace, or when the POOR MAN gathers his children about the scanty board,   EACH IS TENDERLY WATCHED  by the heavenly Father. No tears are shed that God does not notice. There is no smile that He does not mark.”  SC 85  
So we can see that God is equally interested in all men – no matter what group of society they are in. 
“Cornelius had not a knowledge of the gospel as revealed in the life and death of Christ, and God sent a message direct from heaven to him, and by another message directed the apostle Peter to visit and instruct him. Cornelius was not united with the Jewish church, and he would have been looked upon by the rabbis as a heathen and unclean; but God read the sincerity of his heart, and sent messengers from His throne to unite with His servant on earth in teaching the gospel to this officer of Rome.  MH 209  

     So today God is seeking for souls among the high as well as the low. There are many like Cornelius, men whom He desires to connect with His church. Their sympathies are with the Lord's people. But the ties that bind them to the world hold them firmly. It requires moral courage for these men to take their position with the lowly ones. SPECIAL EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE FOR THESE SOULS, who are in so great danger because of their responsibilities and associations.   

     Much is said concerning our duty to the neglected poor;  SHOULD NOT SOME ATTENTION BE GIVEN TO THE NEGLECTED RICH? Many look upon this class as hopeless, and they do little to open the eyes of those, who, blinded and dazed by the glitter of earthly glory, have lost eternity out of their reckoning. THOUSANDS OF WEALTHY MEN HAVE GONE TO THEIR GRAVES UNWARNED. But indifferent as they may appear, many among the rich are soul-burdened. "He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase." He that says to fine gold, "Thou art my confidence," has "denied the God that is above." "None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him: (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth forever)." Ecclesiastes 5:10; Job 31:24, 28; Psalm 49:7, 8. 
                                                                       MH 209-210
Wealth and fame in this world are usually a spiritual disadvantage to those who have acquired them.  Notice what the word of God says:

“But godliness with contentment is great gain.  

 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  

 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.     1 Timothy Chapter 6: 6 – 10

“But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.  
Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep.  
 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.   Luke 6:24-26
“And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!”  Mark 10:23

The Bible does not condemn riches as a sin – but it does point out the great disadvantage to spiritual progress and the gaining of eternal life because of the entanglement and distraction that riches have on the life of the person who possesses them. We all know that one rich man whom Christ saw and loved told him that he must get rid of his wealth immediately in order to gain heaven and follow Christ.  God does not always require this – but in that case He did require it – which tells us that it is always a consideration in dealing with the rich.  As we have now come to the end of time we should do all we can to live economically and to put any extra wealth into the finishing of God’s work.  As a friend of mine told me: “he who has the least amount at the end – wins.”  Because the more we invest in the kingdom of heaven – the less is lost to this temporary world.  Unlike the rich young ruler who turned away sorrowful at Jesus request – there have been a significant number of others since then who have given up their wealth or the inheritance of wealth so that they would having nothing hindering them in following Christ all the way.  All this being said – God loves the rich and famous and wants us to reach them for His kingdom. Many in this class of people are longing for hope and something that this world just cannot give. They need Jesus and to know the truth for this time.
  “Riches and worldly honor cannot satisfy the soul.  “MANY AMONG THE RICH ARE LONGING FOR SOME DIVINE ASSURANCE, SOME SPIRITUAL HOPE.  Many long for something that will bring to an end the monotony of their aimless lives. Many in official life feel their need of something which they have not. Few among them go to church; for they feel that they receive little benefit. The teaching they hear does not touch the heart.   SHALL WE MAKE NO PERSONAL APPEAL TO THEM?    
     Among the victims of want and sin are found those who were once in possession of wealth. Men of different vocations and different stations in life have been overcome by the pollutions of the world, by the use of strong drink, by the indulgence of lust, and have fallen under temptation. While these fallen ones demand pity and help, should not some attention be given to those who have not yet descended to these depths, but who are setting their feet in the same path? 
Thousands in positions of trust and honor are indulging habits that mean ruin to soul and body. Ministers of the gospel, statesmen, authors, men of wealth and talent, men of vast business capacity and power for usefulness, are in deadly peril because they do not see the necessity of self-control in all things. They need to have their attention called to the principles of temperance, not in a narrow or arbitrary way, but in the light of God's great purpose for humanity. Could the principles of true temperance thus be brought before them, there are very many of the higher classes who would recognize their value and give them a hearty acceptance.  MH 210 - 211 
I had a friend who would often seek out persons from the higher class of society and seek to witness to them.  He told me – “the more sophisticated they are – the more simple I am in my approach.”  He told of one of his contacts with whom he had shared the book – The Ministry of Healing – and had several visits with this man.  A few years later the man died – but his heart had obviously been very touched because he left one million dollars to one of our SDA institutions.  

On one occasion doing literature evangelism work I went to visit a home in response to a request card that had been mailed in asking for information about our Bible Story books.  The home was a well to do home in a well to do part of the city.  The lady invited me in and I showed her our literature.

She expressed to me some of the very difficult problems that she and her family had been going through which had caused her much distress.  I encouraged her and had prayer with her. She purchased a set of our books.

Before I left she said to me: “Either I bought these books today or I committed suicide today.”  I am so thankful that the Lord led me there that day. We are told in the Desire of Ages:

"Ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness." Galatians 6:1. By faith and prayer press back the power of the enemy. Speak words of faith and courage that will be as a healing balsam to the bruised and wounded one. Many, many, have fainted and become discouraged in the great struggle of life, WHEN ONE WORD OF KINDLY CHEER WOULD HAVE STRENGTHENED THEM TO OVERCOME.  Never should we pass by one suffering soul without seeking to impart to him of the comfort wherewith we are comforted of God.”  DA 504  
May God so help us to devote a much greater love than ever before for all persons of society and a love and boldness to reach even the rich!
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