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                                DISCIPLING THE NATIONS

God has raised up the Seventh-day Adventist denomination as His entrusted carrier of the last powerful message of salvation that is to be given in mighty appeal to the inhabitants of the entire globe in these final days of earth’s history. Revelation chapter 14: 6-12 describes this movement and its proclamation in the end of this earth’s history. The servant of the Lord in commenting upon this prophecy states:

   “THESE ANGELS REPRESENT THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE TRUTH, AND WITH POWER OPEN THE GOSPEL TO THE WORLD.”  

                                                             SDA BC Vol. 7, p. 979

    GOD ALWAYS HAS A PEOPLE TO GIVE HIS MESSAGE
Just before the flood God raised up Noah to proclaim the call to the world.  Jonah gave the call to Nineveh, John the Baptist gave the call to the Jews and all down the history we have before us the fact that the Lord always has his messengers to give His message.

We will now examine some of the prophecies which predict the final work of salvation and its call through chosen instrumentalities. 

Quoting from Isaiah 60:1-4 and Isaiah 11: 10-12 the servant of the Lord tells us:

“These prophecies of a great spiritual awakening in a time of gross darkness ARE TODAY MEETING FULFILLMENT in the advancing lines of mission stations that are reaching out into the benighted regions of earth. THE GROUPS OF MISSIONARIES IN HEATHEN LANDS have been likened by the prophet to ensigns set up for the guidance of those who are looking for the light of truth.”  PK 375 – 376

Note below the words of Isaiah 60:1-4 and Isaiah 11: 10-12:

    "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 

      And the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 

     "For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 

      And gross darkness the people: 

      But the Lord shall arise upon thee, 

      And His glory shall be seen upon thee. 

      And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 

      And kings to the brightness of thy rising.
                                              Isaiah 60:1-4

 11:10
And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.  

 11:11
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.  

 11:12
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.    Isaiah 11:10-12
GOD WILL USE THOSE WHO REPRESENT HIM IN                                 CHARACTER
Character is power. The silent witness of a true, unselfish, godly life carries an almost irresistible influence.  BY REVEALING IN OUR OWN LIFE THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST WE CO-OPERATE WITH HIM IN THE WORK OF SAVING SOULS.         It is only by revealing in our life His character that we can co-operate with Him. And the wider the sphere of our influence, the more good we may do. When those who profess to serve God follow Christ's example, practicing the principles of the law in their daily life; WHEN EVERY ACT BEARS WITNESS THAT THEY LOVE GOD SUPREMELY AND THEIR NEIGHBOR AS THEMSELVES, THEN WILL THE CHURCH HAVE POWER TO MOVE THE WORLD.  COL 340.2
This is why we are told in the book Education that the study of character transformation is of supreme importance to God’s people at the end of time:

“ CHARACTER BUILDING IS THE MOST IMPORTANT WORK EVER ENTRUSTED TO HUMAN BEINGS; AND NEVER BEFORE WAS its DILIGENT STUDY SO IMPORTANT AS NOW. Never was any previous generation called to meet issues so momentous; never before were young men and young women confronted by perils so great as confront them today.” Ed. 225
Isaiah predicts a mighty movement among God’s people at the end of time – notice the language:

11:10
And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.  

 11:11
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.  

 11:12
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.  

 11:13
The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.  

 11:14
But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey them.  
Notice the language above describing the unity and co-operation among God’s people in the end of time and the success that they have in reaching the people of the nations of the world.  Compare this with Daniel 11:41

Now notice the prediction that all over the earth the Lord WILL have His representatives:

   “Among earth's inhabitants, scattered in every land, there are those who have not bowed the knee to Baal. Like the stars of heaven, which appear only at night, these faithful ones will shine forth when darkness covers the earth and gross darkness the people. In heathen Africa, in the Catholic lands of Europe and of South America, in China, in India, in the islands of the sea, and in all the dark corners of the earth, GOD HAS IN RESERVE A FIRMAMENT OF CHOSEN ONES THAT WILL YET SHINE FORTH AMIDST THE DARKNESS, REVEALING CLEARLY TO AN APOSTATE WORLD THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF OBEDIENCE TO HIS LAW. Even now they are appearing in every nation, among every tongue and people; and in the hour of deepest apostasy, when Satan's supreme effort is made to cause "all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond," to receive, under penalty of death, the sign of allegiance to a false rest day, these faithful ones, "blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke," will "shine as lights in the world." Revelation 13:16; Philippians 2:15. The darker the night, the more brilliantly will they shine.  PK 188 – 189
OUR ONLY GUARANTEE OF SUCCESS IN CO-OPERATING WITH GOD’S PLAN IN THESE LAST DAYS IS TO BE DILIGENT STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE AND THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY WRITINGS AND TO FOLLOW AND OBEY THEM! 

Please notice the following important and urgent statements:

   “ AS THE END DRAWS NEAR and the work of giving the last warning to the world extends, IT BECOMES MORE IMPORTANT for those who accept present truth to have a clear understanding of the nature and influence of the Testimonies, which God in His providence has linked with the work of the third angel's message from its very rise.”  5T 654
“In rebuking the wrongs of one, He designs to correct many.”

                                                                               5T 659

“Many are dealing falsely with their own souls and are in a great deception in regard to their true condition before God.” 5T 659

"In ancient times God spoke to men by the mouth of prophets and apostles. In these days He speaks to them by the testimonies of His Spirit. THERE WAS NEVER A TIME WHEN GOD INSTRUCTED HIS PEOPLE MORE EARNESTLY THAN HE INSTRUCTS THEM NOW concerning His will and the course that He would have them pursue.”  5T  661
“If you lose confidence in the Testimonies you will drift away from Bible truth.”    5T   674

"In almost every case where reproof is necessary, there will be some who entirely overlook the fact that the Spirit of the Lord has been grieved and His cause reproached. These will pity those who deserved reproof, because personal feelings have been hurt. All this unsanctified sympathy places the sympathizers where they are sharers in the guilt of the one reproved. In nine cases out of ten if the one reproved had been left under a sense of his wrongs, he might have been helped to see them and thereby have been reformed. But meddlesome, unsanctified sympathizers place altogether a wrong construction upon the motives of the reprover and the nature of the reproof given, and by sympathizing with the one reproved lead him to feel that he has been really abused; and his feelings rise up in rebellion against the one who has only done his duty. Those who faithfully discharge their unpleasant duties under a sense of their accountability to God will receive His blessing."                5T 679

We need to follow the Lord’s loving instruction on all aspects of Christian living.  Please notice the admonition on dress:

“Christ is ashamed of His professed followers. Wherein do we bear any resemblance to Him? Wherein does our dress conform to the Bible requirements?”   4T 647

“Obedience to fashion is pervading our Seventh-day Adventist churches and is doing more than any other power to separate our people from God. I have been shown that our church rules are very deficient. All exhibitions of pride in dress, which is forbidden in the word of God, should be sufficient reason for church discipline.”  4T   649

   There is a terrible sin upon us as a people, that we have permitted our church members to dress in a manner inconsistent with their faith. We must arise at once and close the door against the allurements of fashion. UNLESS WE DO THIS, OUR CHURCHES WILL BECOME DEMORALIZED.”  4T 648

May God grant that we will be the Christians Christ has called us to be that our witness for Him will be successful! Let us  PRAY for souls!  Notice this promise:

  “We entreat the heralds of the gospel of Christ never to become discouraged in the work, never to consider the most hardened sinner beyond the reach of the grace of God. Such may accept the truth in the love of it and become the salt of the earth. HE WHO TURNS THE HEARTS OF MEN AS THE RIVERS OF WATER ARE TURNED CAN BRING THE MOST SELFISH, SIN-HARDENED SOUL TO SURRENDER TO CHRIST. Is aught too hard for God to do? "My word," He says, "shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."  

     God will not place His benediction upon those who are negligent, selfish, and ease-loving--who will not lift burdens in His cause. The "Well done" will be pronounced upon those only who have done well. Every man is to be rewarded "according as his work shall be." We want an active ministry --men of prayer who will wrestle with God as did Jacob, saying: "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me." If we obtain the victor's crown we must stretch every nerve and exercise every power. We can never be saved in inactivity. To be an idler in the Lord's vineyard is to relinquish all title to the reward of the righteous.”  4t 537
Press on fellow pilgrim!
Compiled by Elder Kent Millard

All emphasis supplied
