                             Metro New York World Ministries
                                      Sabbath School Notes

                                For week ending May 17, 2014

                          CHRIST THE END OF THE LAW

In this weeks lesson notes we will take brief notice of two main points.   1)  The fact that the law of God is the whole focal point of the great controversy between good and evil. And that whether or not it is possible to obey this law is the great point of divide.   2) That the doctrine of original sin is absolutely contrary to Scripture and is a false doctrine.

                      IMPORTANCE OF THE LAW OF GOD

In Adventism today we have two main views of thought on the subject of righteousness by faith and the salvation experience.  Both schools of thought have some perspectives in common.  Both believe that man is in a fallen condition and must have a Saviour, and that the only one who is able to save is Jesus of Nazareth who died on the cross 2,000 years ago.  Also both schools of thought believe that salvation is a gift, and that it is given without any merits of man solely as a free gift from God by the merits of Christ.

This salvation is a gift based on the merits and death and of Christ.

The line of difference comes at the point once this salvation is received. One group believes that when this gift is received man is empowered by the Holy Spirit to live a life of complete victory over sin. That as long as the person continues to live by faith and depend upon Jesus – that this person will live a victorious life and will attain to perfection of character in this life.  See Titus 2:11-14,
Titus 3:3-8,  Romans 8:1-4  Hebrews 6:1; and 12:23, and many other verses.

This group also believe that EVEN THOUGH SALVATION IS NOT EARNED BY OBEDIENCE – THAT ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE – OBEDIENCE IS STILL THE CONDTION OF ENTERING HEAVEN AT LAST.  So obedience does not purchase heaven or the favor of God, but it is still the condition of entering heaven.  See Romans 2:-6-8, Galatians 5:21,  James 1:12, Revelation 2:7, 3:12, 3:2, Revelation 21:7,8 and many other statements in Scripture on this very point. As stated in D.A. 555:
“The righteousness of Christ is not a cloak to cover unconfessed and unforsaken sin; it is a principle of life that transforms the character and controls the conduct. Holiness is wholeness for God; it is the entire surrender of heart and life to the indwelling of the principles of heaven.”

The other school of thought believes that even when the righteousness of Christ is received that the believer is still destined to a life of more or less moral failure and that it is not possible in this life to live in complete obedience to God. But that whatever failures one may experience the righteousness of Christ will cover these failures.  Thus they believe and teach that professed Christians will continue to sin until Jesus comes.

Below is given a few brief quotes on this point that greatly clarify the issue.  Please read them very carefully:

“SATAN represents GOD’S LAW of love as a law of selfishness. He DECLARES THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO OBEY ITS PRECEPTS. The fall of our first parents, with all the woe that has resulted, he charges upon the Creator, leading men to look upon God as the author of sin, and suffering, and death. Jesus was to unveil this deception. As one of us He was to give an example of obedience. For this He took upon Himself our nature, and passed through our experiences. "In all things it behooved Him to be made like unto His brethren." Hebrews 2:17. If we had to bear anything which Jesus did not endure, then upon this point Satan would represent the power of God as insufficient for us. Therefore Jesus was "in all points tempted like as we are." Hebrews 4:15. He endured every trial to which we are subject. And He exercised in His own behalf no power that is not freely offered to us. As man, He met temptation, and overcame in the strength given Him from God. He says, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart." Psalm 40:8. As He went about doing good, and healing all who were afflicted by Satan, He made plain to men the character of God's law and the nature of His service. HIS LIFE TESTIFIES THAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR US ALSO TO OBEY THE LAW OF GOD.”      DA  24
Notice again: “Satan declared that it was impossible for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the law of God, and thus charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love… MEN WHO ARE UNDER THE CONTROL OF SATAN repeat these accusations against God, in asserting that men can not keep the law of God.”             ST 1-16-96

                                   ORIGINAL SIN

This is a doctrine that has its roots in the Catholic faith and has in recent decades intruded into the belief system of many in Adventism.  This is the basic idea of original sin:  That mankind ever since Adam are born with not only a weakened moral nature but that the guilt of Adam’s sin is imputed or passed on to every human being born into this world. (Please note Ezekiel 18:20 which refutes this: “The soul that sinneth it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son…”)  So then we are not only weakened by Adam’s sin but we are also guilty because of it.  
“Because of this continuing moral weakness of original sin, it is not possible for Christians to stop sinning, even through the power of Christ.”  page 333 The Word Was Made Flesh

Also: “….you need not worry about deficiencies in your character. You would be saved anyway, through the grace of justification, simply because God had predestined you to be among the elect.  Nothing that you could or could not do would have any effect on the final result – your salvation was assured, irrespective of your life and character.”  The Word Was Made Flesh page 332
These things are stated by way of deep concern because the Adult SDA Quarterly is going in the same direction – note the following quotes:

May 8, page 51 “With the exception of Christ, all human beings have a common experience in that all have been infected by Adam’s sin.”

May 11, page 57 “A person condemned to death by inheriting the sin of the first Adam can now embrace the gift of life by accepting the righteousness of the Second Adam, Jesus.”

The promotion of these ideas and others in this category leads to a great de-emphasizing of the sanctification experience:

Again quoting from The Word Was Made Flesh page 330:

“The student may easily verify the close relationship between the concepts of original sin and the doctrine of righteousness by faith by asking advocates of the so-called “new theology” two questions:
1) Why do you believe that it is impossible for Christians to stop sinning, even through the power of Christ?

2) Why do you believe the incarnate Christ had to take the nature of the unfallen Adam rather than a nature like ours?

The same answer will be given to both questions: Because of original sin. Since the corruption of original sin remains in all believers until they die, it is impossible for them to ever stop sinning, even through the power of Christ. And since the inherited guilt of original sin would have disqualified Christ from becoming the Saviour of the world, He had to be protected from original sin by assuming the nature of the unfallen Adam.”

So we see that we must study earnestly ourselves.  If we do read the quarterly we must do so with our eyes wide open and a careful comparison of Scripture.  Because regrettably we have many and numerous references where the quarterly is deviating seriously from the straight line of truth as God has given it to us in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.   God  bless you and guide you into all truth.
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