                    METRO NEW YORK WORLD MINISTRIES    CONTRIBUTING NOTES - ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON

                   FOR WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 16, 2013

                             CHRIST OUR SACRIFICE
               SABBATH AFTERNOON NOVEMBER 9

  The cross of Christ is THE SUBJECT of supreme importance in the Bible.  Upon it hinges our every hope, and because of it the repentant sinner will be eternally saved and the entire universe is protected forever from the re-entry of sin – once the Great Controversy in this world has been brought to its close. 

  Because of this it is the constant effort of the enemy of all souls to pervert this truth and to misconstrue the correct meaning of the cross. This is why in the days of Luther and the reformers they exposed the FALSE TEACHINGS of the Catholic Church on this subject.  Scripture plainly states that Christ was “once offered” to bear the sins of many.  The Catholic religion teaches that its priests have the power anytime they wish to create Christ again and to sacrifice Him repeatedly in the ceremony of the mass.

Notice the following:

  “The Scriptural ordinance of the Lord’s Supper had been supplanted by the idolatrous sacrifice of the mass.  Papal priests pretended, by their senseless mummery, to convert the simple bread and wine into the actual “body and blood of Christ.”  Cardinal Wiseman, The Real Presence of the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed Eucharist, Proved From Scripture, lecture 8, sec. 3, par. 26. WITH BLASPHEMOUS PRESUMPTION, they openly claimed the power of creating God, the Creator of all things.  Christians were required, on pain of death, to avow their faith in this horrible, Heaven-insulting heresy. MULTITUDES WHO REFUSED WERE GIVEN TO THE FLAMES.”  G.C.  p. 59
  In these notes you will find some of the clearest reasons why Jesus died for us and what that means to us.  God bless you as you study!  
                                       SUNDAY NOVEMBER 10

                                           JESUS IN ISAIAH 53

  “In 1821 three years after Miller had arrived at his exposition of the prophecies pointing to the time of the judgment, Dr. Joseph Wolff, “the missionary to the world,” began to proclaim the Lord’s soon coming.  Wolff was born in Germany, of Hebrew parentage, his father being a Jewish rabbi.  While very young he was convinced of the truth of the Christian religion.  Of an active, inquiring mind, he had been an eager listener to the conversations that took place in his father’s house as devout Hebrews daily assembled to recount the hopes and anticipations of their people, the glory of the coming Messiah, and the restoration of Israel. One day hearing Jesus of Nazareth mentioned, the boy inquired who He was.  “A Jew of the greatest talent,” was the answer; “but as He pretended to be the Messiah, the Jewish tribunal sentenced Him to death.” “Why,” rejoined the questioner, “is Jerusalem destroyed, and why are we in captivity?  “Alas, alas! Answered his father, “because the Jews murdered the prophets.”  The thought was at once suggested to the child: “Perhaps Jesus was also a prophet, and the Jews killed Him when He was innocent.”  - Travels and Adventures of the Rev. Joseph Wolff, vol. 1, p. 6.  So strong was this feeling that, though forbidden to enter a Christian church, he would often linger outside to listen to the preaching.

  When only seven years old he was boasting to an aged Christian neighbor of the  future triumph of Israel at the advent of the Messiah, when the old man said kindly: “Dear boy, I will tell you who the real Messiah was: He was Jesus of Nazareth,… whom your ancestors have crucified, as they did the prophets of old.  Go home and read the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah and you will be convinced that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”….Conviction at once fastened upon him.  He went home and read the scripture, wondering to see how perfectly it had been fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth.  Were the words of the Christian true?  The boy asked of his father an explanation of the prophecy, but was met with a silence so stern that he never again dared to refer to the subject.  This, however, only increased his desire to know more of the Christian religion.”  G.C. 357-358
                                     MONDAY NOVEMBER 11

                                   SUFFICIENT SUBSTITUTION

 “But we see Jesus, who was made a littler lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that He by the grace of God should TASTE DEATH FOR EVERY MAN.”   Hebrews 2:9
  “The spotless Son of God hung upon the cross, His flesh lacerated with stripes; those hands so often reached out in blessing, nailed to the wooden bars; those feet so tireless on ministries of love, spiked to the tree; that royal head pierced by the crown of thorns; those quivering lips shaped to the cry of woe.  And all that He endured – the blood drops that flowed from His head, His hands, His feet, the agony that racked His frame, and the unutterable anguish that filled His soul at the hiding of His Father’s face – speaks to each child of humanity, declaring, IT IS FOR THEE THAT THE SON OF GOD CONSENTS TO BEAR THIS BURDEN OF GUILT; FOR THEE HE SPOILS THE DOMAIN OF DEATH, AND OPENS THE GATES OF PARADISE. He who stilled the angry waves and walked the foam-capped billows, who made devils tremble and disease flee, who opened blind eyes and called forth the dead to life, - OFFERS HIMSELF UPON THE CROSS AS A SCRIFICE, AND THIS FROM LOVE TO THEE. He, the Sin Bearer, endures the wrath of divine justice, and for thy sake becomes sin itself.”   D.A. 755-756

                                       TUESDAY NOVEMBER 12

                                              CHRIST’S BLOOD

  “In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins.”  Colossians 1:14

  On a hot summer’s day a group of young boys loved going to their favorite swimming hole to cool off.  Out of the five, only two could really swim well.   
The others were limited to dog paddling at best.

  One of the older boys swam out to the middle of the pond while his friends stood along the shore, splashing and teasing each other.  As the old saying goes, “Boys will be boys.”

  Their fun was suddenly interrupted with a scream, “Help! Help me! I have a cramp in my leg, Help me!”  All the boys on shore stood frozen, What to do? They turned to the oldest boy and yelled, “Go save him! Hurry! Save him! The boy stood petrified as a statue, watching every move of his drowning friend. His young companions urged him, “Go rescue him! Go! Yet he remained frozen.

  As the struggling boy began going down for the last time, all seemed lost. Then, like a bolt of lightning, the older boy on the shore dove into the water. Swimming with calculated precision, he reached down and grabbed the drowning boy’s hair, pulling him to the surface. Then, holding onto his arm, he swam to shore where his friends pulled the boy onto the beach. After he coughed up some water and took a deep gasp, the three younger boys started yelling at their older friend. “Why didn’t you go sooner? You almost let him drown! they scolded.

  “If I had tried to save him while he was struggling, he would have drowned us both,” the hero explained. “By waiting until he came to the point of giving up, I was able to save him!”
                                       From Laymen Ministries New Letter October 2013
  “When Satan tells you that you are a sinner, and cannot hope to receive blessing form God, tell him that Christ came into the world to save sinners.  We have nothing to recommend us to God; but the plea that we may urge now and ever is our utterly helpless condition that makes His redeeming power a necessity. RENOUNCING ALL SELF – DEPENDANCE, WE MAY LOOK TO THE CROSS OF CALVARY AND SAY, -

                         “IN MY HAND NO PRICE I BRING

                           SIMPLY TO THY CROSS I CLING.”

                                                           D.A. p. 317

  “But we must have knowledge of ourselves, a knowledge that will result in contrition, before we can find pardon and peace.  The Pharisee felt no conviction of sin.  The Holy Spirit could not work with him.  His soul was encased in a self-righteous armor which the arrows of God, barbed and true aimed by angel hands, failed to penetrate. IT IS ONLY HE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A SINNER THAT CHRIST CAN SAVE.”  C.O.L. 158

  It is clear from the book of Hebrews and the rest of the Bible that the blood of Christ is for the forgiveness of sin and for our moral cleansing and victory over sin.

Note the following:

  “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”  Rev. 12:11

  “Now the God of peace…..through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”  Hebrews 13:20-21

  “As the sinner, drawn by the power of Christ, approaches the uplifted cross, and prostrates himself before it, there is a new creation.  A new heart is given him. He becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus.  Holiness finds that it has nothing more to require. God Himself is “the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” Rom. 3:26 And “whom He justified, them He also glorified.  Rom. 8:30  Great as is the shame and degradation through sin, even greater will be the honor and exaltation through redeeming love.  To human beings striving for conformity to the divine image there is imparted and outlay of heaven’s treasure, an excellency of power, that will place them higher than even the angels who have never fallen.”  C.O.L. 163
                                    WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 13

                                          SPOTLESS SACRIFICE

  “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers:

  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and with spot.”  1 Peter 1: 18, 19
  It was absolutely essential that the blood that purchased our salvation be both completely pure and infinite in value.  This only Christ could offer.

                                   THURSDAY NOVEMBER 14                                                        

                                           A GREAT DANGER

 In Hebrews 6:4 - 6 and 10:26 - 31 we are warned that if we “sin willfully” that we are guilty as those who have “trodden underfoot the Son of God.”

We must realize that the only price that can pay for the awful damage of sin is the cross of Christ alone.  As we view this great truth may we discern as never before the badness of sin and the immense cost it has been to God.

  “In all ages the Saviour’s chosen have been educated and disciplined in the school of trial.  They walked in narrow paths on earth; they were purified in the furnace of affliction.  For Jesus’ sake they endured opposition, hatred, calumny.  They followed Him through conflicts sore; they endured self-denial and experienced bitter disappointments.  BY THEIR OWN PAINFUL EXPERIENCE THEY LEARNED THE EVIL OF SIN, ITS POWER, ITS GUILT, ITS WOE; AND THEY LOOK UPON IT WITH ABHORRENCE.  A SENSE OF THE INFINITE SACRIFICE MADE FOR ITS CURE HUMBLES THEM IN THEIR OWN SIGHT AND FILLS THEIR HEARTS WITH GRATITUDE AND PRAISE which those who have never fallen cannot appreciate.  THEY LOVE MUCH BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN MUCH.  Having been partakers of Christ’s sufferings, they are fitted to be partakers with Him of His glory.”  

                                                                G.C. 649-650 

All emphasis supplied    Compiled by Elder Kent Millard

