                 ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL CONTRIBUTING NOTES
                               FOR METRO WORLD MINISTRIES

                         FOR WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 2, 2013

                     ATONEMENT: PURIFICATION OFFERING
                                        SABBATH AFTERNOON

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot

  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world but was manifest in these last times for you.”  1 Peter 1:18-20 KJV

 In this lesson we will be looking at the animal sacrifices that foretold and typified the great and infinite sacrifice of Jesus on the cross - and what that means to us.  My prayer is for each of us that these understandings will come home clearly to our hearts and that we will love and depend upon our Saviour who has done and suffered so much for us and who means everything to us.

  Please note the following comment on the cross of Christ:
  “It is not a message which we need cringe to declare…..Its agents must be men who will not hold their peace day or night, for it involves the mightiest conflicts. The results touch both worlds, link earth to heaven, invest men with its own exalted character.  THE CROSS – THE CROSS OF CHRIST – IS LIFTED UP AND STANDS PROMINENT, INFUSING INTO THE MESSAGE A NEW VIGOR.  ITS POWER IS SEEN AND ITS EFFICACY COMPREHENDED, SHOWING THE GREATNESS OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE SIN-PARDONING SAVIOUR IN THE HEART OF THE BROKEN LAW.  HIS POWER TO FORGIVE SINS IS HIGH AND BROAD AND DEEP.  IT IS WITHOUT LIMIT.”                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                           1888 Materials p. 940
                                         SUNDAY OCTOBER 27

                                              SIN AND MERCY

  In Hebrews 2:1-3 we read:  “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.

  For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast AND EVERY TRANSGRESSION AND DISOBEDIENCE RECEIVED A JUST RECOMPENSE OF REWARD: How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation…”

  In this text it is plainly stated that EVERY SIN will receive its deserved punishment.  This thought should be clear in our minds: for every sin committed - the law demands the punishment of that sin. We need to understand that:

                             GOD DOES NOT FORGIVE SIN.   

                       BUT: GOD DOES FORGIVE THE SINNER!                                                                     
When we repent of our sins and give them to Christ – He bears the penalty.

If we DO NOT repent of our sins – we will bear the penalty of eternal death.

  The reason Jesus had to come and die for our sins is because of the fact that  THE LAW OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IS AN ABSOLUTE and NON-NEGOTIABLE LAW - IT IS UNCHANGEABLE.  The proof that the law cannot be changed is proven by the fact that - in order to save us Jesus had to come and die for our sins. He could not change or take away the law to remove our guilt – He had to die and pay for our sins so that He might remove the guilt of our sins away from us.
  “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle SHALL IN NO WISE PASS FROM THE LAW, till all be fulfilled.”

                                                                          Matthew 5:18

  “AND IT IS EASIER FOR HEAVEN AND EARTH TO PASS, THAN ONE TITTLE OF THE LAW TO FAIL.”       Luke 16:17                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
What is a jot?    “IOTA, from the Hebrew word - yod, - the smallest Hebrew letter, is mentioned by the Lord in Matthew 5:18 (together with keraia, a little horn, a tittle, the point or extremity which distinguishes certain Hebrew letters from others), TO EXPRESS THE FACT THAT NOT A SINGLE ITEM OF THE LAW WILL PASS AWAY OR REMAIN UNFULFILLED.”     Vines Dictionary of New Testament Words p. 607
  “Today we present the cross of Calvary. It speaks in plain language to every soul that is not deluded by the temptation of Satan in consequence of disobedience to God’s law. CHRIST CAME TO OUR WORLD AND DIED A SHAMEFUL DEATH BECAUSE THE PRECEPTS OF THE LAW COULD NOT BE CHANGED.”  Signs of the Times 6-2-1890
                                     MONDAY OCTOBER 28

                                     LAYING ON OF HANDS

  “And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, while he doeth somewhat against any of the commandments of the Lord concerning things which ought not to be done, and be guilty:

  Or if his sin, which he hath sinned, come to his knowledge: then he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which he hath sinned.

  AND HE SHALLL LAY HIS HAND UPON THE HEAD OF THE SIN OFFERING, AND SLAY THE SIN OFFERING IN THE PLACE OF THE BURNT OFFERING.

  And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar.

  And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away from off the sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet savour unto the Lord; AND THE PRIEST SHALL MAKE AN ATONEMENT FOR HIM, AND IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM.”  

                                                                    Leviticus   4:27-31

  When the sinner LAID HIS HAND UPON THE HEAD OF THE LAMB OR GOAT - that was to die for his sin –  THIS ACT SIGNIFIED THE FACT THAT THE LAMB NOW CARRIED THE GUILT INSTEAD OF THE PERSON who had confessed it over the head of the lamb.                

  In the Bible the act of laying the hand on another is HIGHLY SYMBOLIC.  It signifies the transfer of either - guilt or blessing - from one person to another.  In Acts 9:12 when Ananias laid hands on Saul he was healed. In

Mark 8:23-25 when Jesus put His hands upon the blind mans eyes – he was healed. Even so when we come to Christ we are to – BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD THAT TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD – we are to BELIEVE that Jesus has taken our guilt. As verily in the O.T. service the sinner laid his hand upon the sacrifice to transfer his own guilt to that sacrifice – so we are place our sins on Jesus by faith and let Him take them.  Read very carefully the following inspired comments on this point.
  “The faith that is unto salvation is not a casual faith, it is not the mere consent of the intellect, it is belief rooted in the heart, that embraces Christ as a personal Saviour, assured that He can save unto the uttermost all that come unto God by Him. TO BELIEVE THAT HE WILL SAVE OTHERS, BUT WILL NOT SAVE YOU IS NOT GENUINE FAITH; BUT WHEN THE SOUL LAYS HOLD UPON CHRIST AS THE ONLY HOPE OF SALVATION THEN GENUINE FAITH IS MANIFESTED.”   1SM 391

  “It is important that we understand clearly the nature of faith. There are many who believe that Christ is the Saviour of the world, that the gospel is true and reveals the plan of salvation, YET THEY DO NOT POSSESS SAVING FAITH. THEY ARE INTELLECTUALLY CONVINCED OF THE TRUTH, but this is not enough; IN ORDER TO BE JUSTIFIED, THE SINNDER MUST HAVE THAT FAITH THAT APPROPRIATES THE MERITS OF CHRIST TO HIS OWN SOUL.”  3SM 191

  “Satan seeks to draw our minds away from the mighty Helper, to lead us to ponder over our degeneration of soul. But though Jesus sees the guilt of the past, He speaks pardon; and we should not dishonor Him by doubting His love. THE FEELINGS OF GUILTINESS MUST BE LAID AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS, or it will poison the springs of life.  When Satan thrusts his threatenings upon you, turn from them, and comfort your soul with the promises of God…….

  God’s children are not to be subject to feelings and emotions.  WHEN THEY FLUCTUATE BETWEEN HOPE AND FEAR, THE HEART OF CHRIST IS HURT; for He has given then unmistakable evidence of His love.”  TM 518 – 519
                                      TUESDAY OCTOBER 29

                                          TRANSFER OF SIN

  “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars.”  Jeremiah 17:1
  “These words  (Duet. 11:13-28; 7:6-11) should be as distinctively stamped upon every soul as though written with a pen of iron.  Obedience brings its reward, and disobedience its retribution.  The Lord brings His people by ways they know not, that He may test and prove then. This world is our place of proving. Here we decide our eternal destiny.”  R & H  10-8-1901

  “God has an exact record of every unjust account and every unfair dealing. He is not deceived by appearances of piety. He makes no mistakes in His estimation of character. Men may be deceived by those who are corrupt in heart, but God pierces all disguises and reads the inner life.
  How solemn is the thought! Day after day, passing into eternity, bears its burden of records for the books of heaven.  WORDS ONCE SPOKEN, DEEDS ONCE DONE, CAN NEVER BE RECALLED.  Angels have registered both the good and the evil. The mightiest conqueror upon the earth cannot call back the record of even a single day.”  G.C. 486

As we ponder the above facts – how clearly we see that we need both the forgiving grace of Christ to cover our past record - and the empowering grace of Christ - to overcome and to stop sinning – and to live the life of victory!

                                       WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 30
                                                  BEARING SIN

  In Leviticus 6:25, 26 and  10:17 it is clearly stated that the priest in certain cases was to eat of the sacrifice and thus bear upon himself the guilt of the sin committed by the sinner and make an atonement for it.  This illustrates the work of Christ for us in the heavenly sanctuary – He is now performing His work as our sin bearer.
But when His ministry in the most holy place is finished - His work as our sin bearer is forever done.  When He comes the second time He will NOT THEN function as our sin bearer or priest.  When the pronouncement is made at the end of His ministry in the most holy place: 

  “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”   Revelation 22:11  This great and solemn moment - will bring to its conclusion - the work of Christ in our behalf – BOTH FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS – AS WELL AS THE REMOVAL OF SIN FROM OUR CHARACTERS.  When that time comes there will be no more forgiveness nor transformation of character from sin.

  “Now Christ is in the heavenly sanctuary.  And what is He doing?  Making atonement for us, cleansing the sanctuary from the sins of the people.  THEN WE MUST ENTER FY FAITH INTO THE SANCTUARY WITH HIM, WE MUST COMMENCE THE WORK IN THE SANCTUARY OF OUR SOULS.  WE ARE TO CLEANSE OURSELVES FROM ALL DEFILEMENT. We must “cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  

                                                   2 Corinthians 7:1 and 1888 Materials  p.127

  You will talk and think of  “what God and Jesus are doing.  Well what are they doing?  THEY ARE CLEANSING THE SANCTUARY.  WELL, WE SHOULD BE WITH THEM IN THIS WORK AND BE CLEANSING THE SANCTUARY OF OUR SOULS OF ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT OUR NAMES MAY  BE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE, THAT OUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED OUT WHEN THE TIMES OF REFRESHING SHALL COME FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. IT IS THE MOST SOLEMN WORK THAT WAS EVER GIVEN TO MORTALS.”                                       1888 Materials p. 161

As Paul states in Hebrews 9:28:

  “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time WITHOUT SIN UNTO SALVATION.”  In other words at His coming for His people His work as sin-bearer has already been completed. It has been done.

  THIS FACT SHOULD HELP US TO REALIZE THE TREMENDOUS POWER OF CHRIST AS OUR HIGH PRIEST TO NOT ONLY FORGIVE US BUT TO CLEANSE US FROM THE PRACTICE OF SIN.  THE POWER IS IN HIM – NOT IN OURSELVES – WE MUST DEPEND UPON HIM. As it states in the book of Titus:

  “….we should live soberly, righteously, and godly IN THIS PRESENT WORLD.  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

  Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem US FROM ALL INIQUITY, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”  Titus 2:12-14

  The Bible says that we are to: “go on unto perfection.” Hebrews 6:1  We are not now perfect – but if we will cling to Christ and depend on Him we can be sure that His promise will be fulfilled to us:

  “The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me…” Psalm 138:8

                                  THURSDAY OCTOBER 31

                                           FORGIVENESS

  “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.”  Micah 6:8

  “Abundant grace has been provided that the believing soul may be kept free from sin; for all heaven, with its limitless resources, has been placed at our command…..

HAVING MADE US RIGHTEOUS through the imputed righteousness of Christ, God pronounces us just, and treats us as just.”  1SM 394

  “It is by continual surrender of the will, by continual obedience that the blessing of justification is retained.”   1SM 397
                                      FRIDAY NOVEMBER 1  

                                           FURTHER STUDY

               REREAD CAREFULLY ALL OF THE ABOVE NOTES
Compiled by elder Kent Millard
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