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                              THE DAY OF ATONEMENT
  In this weeks lesson we are examining a subject of stupendous importance.

Because this subject of the day of atonement brings to view the final work of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary and what He is doing - to prepare His people to come into His presence for the eternal ages - and also what we His people must know and do to co-operate with Him in this final work.  This is a subject that is so important - that we must be in harmony with it.  Our relationship to this subject will determine our eternal destiny – to either be eternally saved or eternally lost. Hence we are on very sacred ground as we examine it.
  The compiler of these notes MOST HIGHLY RECOMMENDS EACH PERSON TO READ AND STUDY CAREFULLY LEVITICUS CHAPTER 16 AND THE TWO CHAPTERS IN THE BOOK - THE GREAT CONTROVERSY – CHAPTER 23 AND CHAPTER 24 -  here you will find a most clear presentation of this subject that is most comprehensive and yet brief.
  In Revelation chapter 14 is presented the very last message of salvation that will ever be given to this world.  After the message of the three angels in verses 6-12 is given – then in verses 14-16 is presented the second coming of Christ to gather His people and to execute judgment upon the ungodly.
However before Christ comes – and while the last gospel message is going to the world the – the hour of God’s judgment has also come. Note here the language of Revelation 14:

  “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, HAVING THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL TO PREACH unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

Saying with a loud voice, FEAR GOD AND GIVE GLORY TO HIM; FOR THE HOUR OF HIS JUDGEMENT IS COME: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” Rev. 14: 6, 7

This first angels’ message is clear:  While the last gospel message is going to all the earth – simultaneously at the same time the hour of judgment has come. So the first angels’ message makes it clear that the judgment is convened in heaven while the last message of the love and mercy of God is being given to the world.
  That God will judge His people is a plain scriptural doctrine.  Note the following verses:

  “For we know Him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto Me, I will recompense, saith the Lord.  And again.  The Lord shall judge his people.”

                                                                              Hebrews 10:30

  “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”  1 Peter 4:17

The subject of the judgment is mentioned by every Bible writer and is presented about 1,000 times in Scripture.  It is a Bible doctrine.  We must not let the attacks or doubts or the undermining insinuations that come from many in the academic community to confuse or dilute our convictions on this supremely important subject.

  “The WISE MEN are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken:  lo, they HAVE REJECTED THE WORD OF THE LORD; and what wisdom is in them?”  Jeremiah 8:9

  “THE WORK IN THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY BECOMES OBSCURE TO THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO ARE CONTROLLED BY THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE EVIL ONE, and they engage in side issues to gratify their own selfish purposes, and their true moral standing is determined by their works.”  R & H January 21, 1890

  In Leviticus chapter 16:30 we have this message:

  “For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.”

This verse sums up the whole purpose of the day of atonement.  Before Christ comes He will perfect and purify His people from their sins that they may be ready to go into His presence at His coming.  Because before He comes He makes the pronouncement:
  “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.

  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”

               SOME MAIN POINTS FROM LEVITICUS CHAPTER 16

“And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

  And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the Lord, and the other lot for the scapegoat.

  And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the Lord’s lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.

  But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.”

“Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the priest entered the most holy place for the cleansing of the sanctuary.  The work there performed completed the yearly round of ministration.  On the Day of Atonement two kids of the goats were brought to the door of the tabernacle, and lots were cast upon them, “one lot for the Lord, and the other lot for the scapegoat.” Verse 8.  The goat upon which fell the lot for the Lord was to be slain as a sin offering for the people.  And the priest was to bring his blood within the veil and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat and before the mercy seat.  The blood was also to be sprinkled upon the altar of incense that was before the veil.

  “And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited.” Verses 21, 22.  The scapegoat came no more into the camp of Israel, and the man who led him away was required to wash himself and his clothing with water before returning to the camp.
  The whole ceremony was designed to impress the Israelites with the holiness of God and His abhorrence of sin: and, further, to show them that they could not come in contact with sin without becoming polluted. EVERY MAN WAS REQURIED TO AFFLICT HIS SOUL WHILE THIS WORK OF ATONEMENT WAS GOING FORWARD. All business was to be laid aside, and  the whole congregation of Israel were to spend the day in solemn humiliation before God, with prayer, fasting, and deep searching of heart.

  Important truths concerning the atonement are taught by the typical service.  A substitute was accepted in the sinner’s stead; but the sin was not canceled by the blood of the victim.  A MEANS WAS THUS PROVIDED BY WHICH IT WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE SANCTUARY.  By the offering of blood the sinner acknowledged the authority of the law, confessed his guilt in transgression, and expressed his desire for pardon through faith in a Redeemer to come; but he was not yet entirely released from the condemnation of the law.  On the Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the congregation, went into the most holy place with the blood of this offering, and sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, directly over the law, to make satisfaction for its claims.  Then, in his character of mediator, he took the sins upon himself and bore them from the sanctuary.  Placing his hands upon the head of the scapegoat, he confessed over him all these sins, thus in figure transferring them from himself to the goat.  The goat then bore them away, and they were regarded as forever separated from the people.”  G.C. 419-420
  “For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.”  Leviticus 16:30

  “Says the prophet:  “Who may abide the day of His coming? And who shall stand when He appeareth? For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.”  Malachi 3:2, 3.  Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary above are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator.  Their robes must be spotless, their characters must be purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling.  THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD AND THEIR OWN DILIGENT EFFORT THEY MUST BE CONQUERORS IN THE BATTLE WITH EVIL. While the investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God’s people upon earth. This work is more clearly presented in the messages of Revelation 14.  G.C. 425

Here we have briefly and to the point the essence of Leviticus 16 and the first angels’ message of  Revelation 14.  These subjects are to occupy our thoughts and affections and lives.  THESE ARE THE TRUTHS WE MUST STUDY – BECAUSE THIS IS THE INFORMATION THAT CHRIST HAS GIVEN US THAT WE MAY BE READY TO MEET HIM AT HIS SOON COMING.

God bless you and be faithful to His soon coming!
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