                           METRO WORLD MINISTRIES
       ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL - CONTRIBUTING NOTES

              FOR WEEK ENDING SABBATH OCTOBER 12

                               “HEAVEN”      ON EARTH

                        SABBATH AFTERNOON OCTOBER 5

  “For if He were on earth, He should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law:
  Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith He, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.”  Hebrews 8:4, 5
  “Moses made the earthly sanctuary, “according to the fashion that he had seen.”  Paul declares that “the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry,” when completed, were “the patterns of things in the heavens.”  Acts 7:44;   Hebrews 9:21, 23 And John says that he saw the sanctuary in heaven. THAT SANCTUARY, IN WHICH JESUS MINISTERS IN OUR BEHALF, IS THE GREAT ORIGINAL, OF WHICH THE SANCTUARY BUILT BY MOSES WAS A COPY.”  P.P. page 357
  These inspired statements are plain: the sanctuary on earth is a copy of the sanctuary in heaven.  The earthly sanctuary is the model – the heavenly sanctuary is the great original. And during its existence on earth it functioned as the place where God revealed His presence and met with His people and accomplished their redemption.

                                         SUNDAY OCTOBER 6

                            THE FIRST “SANCTUARY” ON EARTH

  Even though we may see some similarities between the Garden of Eden and the earthly sanctuary – the fact is – that before the fall of Adam and Eve they had no need of redemption – because they had not yet sinned.  It was after their sin and expulsion from Eden that they were in need of Christ’s redeeming blood. And even before the sanctuary built by Moses existed – the simple altars of sacrifice that were built by Adam and his descendants – were used as the place where they worshiped and met with God.  Note the following comment:
  “Since the announcement to the serpent in Eden, “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed” (Gen. 3:15), Satan had known that he did not hold absolute sway over the world. There was seen in men the working of a power that withstood his dominion. WITH INTENSE INTEREST HE WATCHED THE SACRIFICES OFFERED BY ADAM AND HIS SONS. IN THESE CEREMONIES HE DISCERNED A SYMBOL OF COMMUNION BETWEEN EARTH AND HEAVEN.  He set himself to intercept this communion. He misrepresented God, and misinterpreted the rites that pointed to the Saviour.  Men were led to fear God as one who delighted in their destruction. The sacrifices that should have revealed His love were offered only to appease His wrath.  Satan excited the evil passions of men, in order to fasten his rule upon them.  When God’s written word was given, Satan studied the prophecies of the Saviour’s advent. From generation to generation he worked to blind the people to these prophecies, that they might reject Christ at His coming.”      D.A. page  115
                                         MONDAY OCTOBER 7

                                       COPY OF THE PATTERN

  In Scripture and in the writings of Ellen White we have the clearest evidence that the earthly sanctuary is a model – a type – a pattern - of the heavenly.  Yet the heavenly sanctuary consists of an immensity and glory that the earthly sanctuary was only a miniature representation of.  Speaking of the heavenly sanctuary the book Patriarchs and Prophets states:                                                                  
  “….no earthly sanctuary could represent its vastness and its glory.  Yet important truths concerning the heavenly sanctuary and the great work there carried forward for man’s redemption were to be taught by the earthly sanctuary and its services.”  P.P. page 357

  One of the most important facts taught by the earthly sanctuary is the fact of two compartments – or two divisions – in the sanctuary – the holy – and  

the - most holy.  And what is true of the earthly is also true of the heavenly.  In Daniel 7 verse 13 it plainly states:
  “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man CAME with the clouds of heaven, and CAME to the Ancient of days, (God the Father)  and they BROUGHT  Him (Christ) near before Him (God the Father).

   Here we plainly see in this verse that three different times Daniel uses terms that clearly state that Christ travelled to the Father and was brought to Him.  This occurred when He was transferred by the cloud of angels to the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary. Also in Daniel 7 verses 21, 22 the prophet Daniel also states that the Father “came.”

  “I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;

  Until the Ancient of days CAME, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High…” 

Now note this inspired comment:

  “I SAW THE FATHER RISE FROM THE THRONE, AND IN A FLAMING CHARIOT GO INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES within the veil, and sit down.  Then Jesus rose up from the throne, and the most of those who were bowed down arose with Him.  I did not see one ray of light pass from Jesus to the careless multitude after He arose, and they were left in perfect darkness.  Those who arose when Jesus did kept their eyes fixed on Him as He left the throne and led them out a little way.  Then he raised His right arm, and we heard His lovely voice saying, “Wait here; I am going to My Father to receive the kingdom; keep your garments spotless, and in a little while I will return from the wedding and receive you to Myself.”  Then a cloudy chariot, with wheels like flaming fire, surrounded by angels, came to where Jesus was. HE STEPPED INTO THE CHARIOT AND WAS BORNE TO THE HOLIEST, WHERE THE FATHER SAT. There I beheld Jesus, a great High Priest, standing before the Father…..Those who rose up with Jesus would send up their faith to Him in the holiest, and pray, “My Father, give us Thy Sprit.” Then Jesus would breathe upon them the Holy Ghost. In that breath was light, power, and much love, joy, and peace.  I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; (this is referring to the throne in the holy place (editors note)) they did not know that Jesus had left it. Satan appeared to be by the throne, trying to carry on the work of God.  I saw them look up to the throne, and pray, “Father, give us Thy Spirit.” Satan would breathe upon them an unholy influence; in it there was light and much power, but no sweet love, joy, and peace.  Satan’s object was to keep them deceived and to draw back and deceive God’s children.”                                                                                                                               Early Writings page 55-56
 We can here see the immense importance of understanding the two great divisions of the sanctuary in heaven and how that affects our faith in Christ.
                                       TUESDAY OCTOBER 8

                                   JESUS AS THE SANCTUARY

  It is true that Christ referred to Himself as a temple when He said “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  John 2:19  But this should never be confused with the fact that Jesus Himself officiates – IN THE SANCTUARY IN HEAVEN -  that great temple and sanctuary where both He and the Father dwell and work together to perform the redemption of man, as Paul plainly has stated so often in the book of Hebrews. 
  “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum; We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;

  A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.”  Hebrews 8:1, 2

 “Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, AND WHICH ENTERETH INTO THAT WITHIN THE VEIL;
  WHITHER THE FORERUNNER IS FOR US ENTERED even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                  Hebrews 6:19, 20
                                   WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 9

                           THE CHURCH AS THE SANCTUARY

 “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”  I Corinthians 3: 16, 17
  “What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”  I Corinthians 6:19, 20
  “Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints:

  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is CHRIST IN YOU the hope of glory.”

                                                                     Colossians 1: 26, 27

   The above verses are plain – God dwells in the human soul that has surrendered to Him.  This is the amazing invitation to Laodicea “If any man hear my voice and open the door I WILL COME INTO HIM.”   The explanation of the above quoted verses is wonderfully explained in the following quote:
  “In the cleansing of the temple, Jesus was announcing His mission as the Messiah, and entering upon His work. That temple, erected for the abode of the divine Presence, was designed to be an object lesson for Israel and for the world. FROM ETERNAL AGES IT WAS GOD’S PURPOSE THAT EVERY CREATED BEING, FROM THE BRIGHT AND HOLY SERAPH TO MAN, SHOULD BE A TEMPLE FOR THE INDWELLING OF THE CREATOR. Because of sin, humanity ceased to be a temple for God. Darkened and defiled by evil, the heart of man no longer revealed the glory of the Divine One. But by the incarnation of the Son of God, the purpose of Heaven is fulfilled. GOD DWELLS IN HUMANITY, AND THROUGH SAVING GRACE THE HEART OF MAN BECOMES AGAIN HIS TEMPLE. GOD DESIGNED THAT THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM SHOULD BE A CONTINUAL WITNESS TO THE HIGH DESTINY OPEN TO EVERY SOUL. But the Jews had not understood the significance of the building they regarded with so much pride. THEY DID NOT YIELD THEMSELVES AS HOLY TEMPLES FOR THE DIVINE SPIRIT.  The courts of the temple at Jerusalem, filled with the tumult of unholy traffic, represented all too truly the temple of the heart, defiled by the presence of sensual passion and unholy thoughts. In cleansing the temple from the world’s buyers and sellers, Jesus announced His mission to cleanse the heart from the defilement of sin, - from the earthly desires, the selfish lusts, the evil habits, that corrupt the soul. The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of His coming? And who shall stand when He appeareth? For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge then as gold and silver.” Malachi 3:1-3   D.A.  page 161
                              THURSDAY OCTOBER  10

                                      NEW CREATION

Speaking of the holy city John says:  
  “I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.”  Revelation 21:22 
  “The people of God are privileged to hold open communion with the Father and the Son, “Now we see through a glass darkly.” I Corinthians 13:12  We behold the image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works of nature and in His dealings with men;  BUT THEN WE SHALL SEE HIM FACE TO FACE, WITHOUT A DIMMING VEIL BETWEEN. We shall stand in His presence and behold the glory of His countenance.
  There the redeemed shall know, even as also they are known.  The loves and sympathies which God Himself has planted in the soul shall there find 
truest and sweetest exercise.”  G.C. 676 -677

                                        FRIDAY OCTOBER 11

                                           FURTHER STUDY

In this Friday section we will deal with some clarifications and corrections that need to be noticed in the standard quarterly.  We hope that you will find these very helpful.

 ON PAGE 2O it is stated in question 4 that:  “Dwell more on this idea that we are “priests” now and that we will function as priests after the second coming. What are those functions for us now, and what will they be after Jesus returns.”

In Revelation 20:6 it is said:  “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.”

  First off we need to understand that Jesus Himself will terminate His priestly ministry at the close of probation before He comes the second time.  He will never again after that function as a priest – as a forgiver of sin and a Saviour from death.  Christ in His earthly life was a PROPHET.   Christ in His work now in heaven is PRIEST.  Before He comes – when He terminates His intercession as priest - and stops interceding for the salvation of  humanity – from that time forward He will reign forever as KING.     
When the Bible speaks of God’s people as being priests (1 Peter 2:9) – this speaks to the fact that they are privileged to pray to God and Christ and intercede in behalf of other people for their salvation. This opportunity can only exist now in this life before the close of probation.  When the Bible speaks of God’s people as being priests after the second coming – it must be in reference to their work of judging the wicked and deciding their punishment.  

  In Old Testament times when someone was suspected of Leprosy he was to go to the priests and be examined. (See D.A. p. 262 and Leviticus 13:3)  The priest would then decide concerning the case and if the person had leprosy they were then banished from society and required to live in solitude and isolation.  It was then that the priests acted as JUDGES.  So it will be during the thousand years – the saints will judge the wicked and decide their fate and punishment. However this function of the saints will only be during the thousand years. In Great Controversy page 660-661 we are told:

  “During the thousand years between the first and the second resurrection the judgment of the wicked takes place.  The apostle Paul points to this judgment as an event that follows the second advent. “Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts.”      First Corinthians 4:5. Daniel declares that when the Ancient of Days came, “judgment was given to the saints of the Most High.” Daniel 7:22   AT THIS TIME THE RIGHTEOUS REIGN AS KINGS AND PRIESTS UNTO GOD.” John in the Revelation says: “I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them.”  “They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. Revelation 20:4, 6  IT IS AT THIS TIME, AS FORETOLD BY PAUL, “THE SAINTS SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD.”  1 Corinthians 6:2 In union with Christ they judge the wicked, comparing their acts with the statute book, the Bible, and deciding every case according to the deeds done in the body. Then the portion which the wicked must suffer is meted out, according to their works; and it is recorded against their names in the book of death.”
  ON PAGE 18 it is said: “Of course, we are saved by Christ’s righteousness, which covers us completely.”

With statements like these we must be very careful. Christ’s righteousness includes not only forgiveness but power to overcome. There are many statements in Scripture  and the writings of  Ellen White – please notice briefly: 

  “But if while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.” Galatians 2:17

  “No repentance is genuine that does not work reformation. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST IS NOT A CLOAK TO COVER UNCONFESSED AND UNFORSAKEN SIN; it is a principle of life that transforms the character and controls the conduct. Holiness is wholeness for God; it is the entire surrender of heart and life to the indwelling of the principles of heaven.” D.A. 555-556
  “With hearts made holy through faith in the righteousness of Christ, you can preach Christ…”  T.M 155

  “That oil is the righteousness of Christ. It represents character, and character is not transferable. No man can secure it for another. Each must obtain for himself a character purified from every stain of sin.”  T.M. 234

ON PAGE 17 the quarterly states:  “Because of our sinful natures, it’s so easy to think that God is angry with us.  How does the revelation of God’s love, as seen in the life and death of Jesus, help each of us to realize on a personal level that God loves us despite our faults? In what ways should this realization encourage us to gain victories over self?
  There is some good truth in this statement that God loves us despite our faults.  “Every son and daughter of Adam may understand that our Creator is the friend of sinners.” D.A. p. 24 
  But there is also a dangerous drift in this statement: We must not allow ourselves to be confused on the – nature of sin – or the nature of man – or to be drawn into the idea of original sin – which takes the position that man is guilty – simply because he is born with a fallen nature.  Human beings are not guilty before God just because they are born with a fallen nature – but they are guilty before God when they act out the promptings of that fallen nature and either by thought or action or deed transgress the law of God.
     “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. THE SON SHALL NOT BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHER, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.”  Ezekiel 18:20 See also verses 1-4 of this chapter.    In Romans 8:3 we are told that “Christ condemned sin in the flesh.”  That is He showed that even in fallen human nature that man when united to the divine nature can live in complete victory over the power of sin.                                                                                                                In the book Great Controversy we are told:
   “OUR ONLY DEFINITION OF SIN IS THAT GIVEN IN THE WORD OF GOD; IT IS “THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAW….”  P. 493

  Now notice the following quotes from the book Desire of Ages page 309 and 311:

  “The Saviour’s life of  obedience maintained the claims of the law; it proved that the law could be kept in humanity, and showed the excellence of character that obedience would develop. All who obey as He did are likewise declaring that the law is “holy, just, and good.” Rom. 7:12 On the other hand, ALL WHO BREAK GOD’S COMMANDMENTS ARE SUSTAINING SATAN’S CLAIM THAT THE LAW IS UNJUST, AND CONNOT BE OBEYED.”
  “As the Son of  man was perfect in His life, so His followers are to be perfect in their life. JESUS WAS IN ALL THINGS MADE LIKE UNTO HIS BRETHREN. He became flesh, even as we are…..He was God in the flesh. His character is to be ours. The Lord says of those who believe in Him, “I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  2 Cor. 6:16

  Christ is the ladder that Jacob saw, the base resting on the earth, and the topmost round reaching to the gate of heaven, to the very threshold of glory. IF THAT LADDER HAD FAILED BY A SINGLE STEP OF REACHING THE EARTH, WE WOULD HAVE BEEN LOST. But Christ reaches us where we are. HE TOOK OUR NATURE AND OVERCAME, THAT WE THROUGH TAKING HIS NATURE MIGHT OVERCOME.” D.A. 309-311
Now one more point on this for the time:  commenting on 1 John 4:1-3:
  “ANTICHRIST WAS NOT TO DENY THAT CHRIST HAD COME IN  FLESH, but was to deny that He had “come in THE flesh,” in “THE SAME” kind of flesh, as the human race He came to save. (See 1 John 4:3, 2 John 7 and Hebrews 2:14, 17. On this  vital difference hinges the real “truth of the gospel.”  Did Christ come all the way down to make contact with the fallen race, or only part way, so that we must have saints, popes, and priests intercede for us with a Christ who is removed too far from fallen humanity and its needs to make direct contact with the individual sinner?  RIGHT HERE LIES THE GREAT DIVIDE THAT PARTS PROTESTANTISM FROM ROMAN CAHTOLICISM. In order to understand this point clearly, let us briefly consider the gospel of Christ.
      THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST VERSES THE GOSPEL OF ROME

  Through sin man has separated himself from God, and his fallen nature is opposed to the divine will; therefore he cannot by his own effort live a godly life, nor can he change his own heart. (Isaiah 59:1, Romans 8:7; Jeremiah 13:23; John 15:5.)  Only through Christ, our Mediator, can man be rescued from sin, and again be brought into connection with the source of purity and power.

  But in order to become such a connecting link Christ had to partake both of the divinity of God and of the humanity of man, so that He with His divine arm could encircle God, and with His human arm embrace man, thus connecting both in His own person. In this union of the human with the divine lies the “mystery” of the gospel, the secret of power to lift man from his degradation. “Great is the mystery of godliness: GOD WAS MANIFEST IN THE FLESH.” 1 Timothy 3:16 The “mystery,” or secret of power to live a godly life in human flesh, was manifest in the life of Jesus Christ while on earth. (And “Christ in you” is the secret of power to conquer sin. Colossians 1:27)
  But mark! It was fallen man that was to be rescued from sin.  AND TO MAKE CONTACT WITH HIM CHRIST HAD TO CONDESCEND TO TAKE OUR NATURE UPON HIMSELF (not some higher kind of flesh). “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same….Wherefore in all things it behooved Him to be made like unto His brethren.”  Hebrews 2:14, 17  THIS TEXT IS SO WORDED THAT IT CANNOT BE MISUNDERSTOOD.  Christ “TOOK PART OF THE SAME” flesh and blood as ours; He came in “THE” flesh. To deny this is the mark of Antichrist. (1John 4:3, 2 John 7.)  To bridge the gulf that sin has made, Christ must be one with the Father in divinity, and thus connect again earth with heaven.

  God revealed this truth to the Patriarch Jacob that lonely night at Bethel. When he feared that his sins had cut him off from heaven, God showed him that mystic Ladder, connecting earth with heaven, which Christ explained to be “the Son of man.”  Genesis 28:12, John 1:51.)  MODERNISM HAS TRIED TO CUT OFF THE UPPER PART OF THIS LADDER BY DENYING CHRIST’S DIVINITY; WHILE THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH CUTS OFF THE LOWER ROUNDS BY TEACHING THAT THE VIRGIN MARY WAS BORN WITHOUT SIN, AND THAT THEREFORE CHRIST DID NOT TAKE UPON HIMSELF OUR KIND OF FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT HOLY FLESH, SO FAR ABOVE US THAT HE DOES NOT MAKE CONTACT WITH HUMANITY.”  
Facts of Faith p. 204-205

Compiled by Pastor Kent Millard

God bless you with a wonderful Sabbath!

All emphasis supplied

