                              METRO WORLD MINISTRIES
          ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL CONTRIBUTING NOTES

                 FOR WEEK ENDING  -  OCTOBER 5, 2013

                                Sabbath Afternoon – September 28

                                        Where Does God Live?

Scripture tells us many things about God.  Where He lives – what He is like – and what His plans are.  In Amos we are told:  

  “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets.”  Amos 3:7  We must keep in mind that God is continually in the process of communicating with His people – those who are listening for His voice – and informing them of many things in regard to His work. THE SUBJECT OF THE SANCTUARY IS OF SUPREME IMPORTANCE -  because it reveals to us so much necessary information that we especially need in these last days concerning the plan of salvation.

  “For more than half a century the different points of present truth have been questioned and opposed.  New theories have been advanced as truth, which were not truth, and the Spirit of God revealed their error. AS THE GREAT PILLARS OF OUR FAITH HAVE BEEN PRESENTED, THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS BORNE WITNESS TO THEM, AND ESPECIALLY IS THIS SO REGARDING THE TRUTHS OF THE SANCTUARY QUESTION. OVER AND OVER AGAIN THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS IN A MARKED MANNER ENDORSED THE PREACHING OF THIS DOCTRINE.”  Ev.   Page 224
 “In the future, deception of every kind is to arise, and we want solid ground for our feet. We want solid pillars for the building.  Not one pin is to be removed from that which the Lord has established. THE ENEMY WILL BRING IN FALSE THEORIES, SUCH AS THE DOCTRINE THAT THERE IS NO SANTUARY. THIS IS ONE OF THE POINTS ON WHICH THERE WILL BE A DEPARTING FROM THE FAITH. Where shall we find safety unless it be in the truths that the Lord has been giving for the last fifty years?”  Ev. P. 224

                                       SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29

                                            GOD’S RESIDENCE
         In the following comments we will give proof for the following facts:
1) God is a person who is a being that can be seen and who has form and shape.
2) God  also has the power of omnipresence – that is He can be in many multiplied places all at the same time – to the extent that  it says in Scripture:  “Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.”              Jeremiah 23: 24
3) Heaven is a real place – just as real as this planet earth

1) GOD IS A PERSON WHO IS A BEING THAT CAN BE SEEN AND WHO HAS FORM AND SHAPE:  
Now notice this from Scripture: 

“And the Father Himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. YE HAVE NEITHER HEARD HIS VOICE AT ANY TIME, NOR SEEN HIS SHAPE.”  John 5:37

“Blessed are the pure in heart: FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD.”  Matthew 5:8

In the book Desire of Ages page 834 we are told this:

“Before the foundations of the earth were laid, the Father and the Son had united in a covenant to redeem man if he should be overcome by Satan.  THEY HAD CLASPED THEIR HANDS in a solemn pledge that Christ should become the surety for the human race.”  
In the book of Daniel God the Father is again described:

“I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, WHOSE GARMENT WAS WHITE AS SNOW, and the HAIR OF HIS HEAD like the pure wool: HIS THRONE was like the fiery flame…”  Daniel 7:9

2) GOD HAS THE POWER OF OMNIPRESENCE:                                      Let us look at Isaiah 57:15

“For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity (God can place Himself anywhere in time - both in the past, present and future and see all that has been or will be done in eternity past and eternity in the future – this is why He knows the future) whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, (that is in heaven on His throne) with him also that is of a contrite and humble sprit, (that is with any person who feels their need of God’s presence) to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”

And again:   “Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence?  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.”  Psalms 139:7,8

3) HEAVEN IS A REAL PLACE – JUST AS EARTH IS A REAL PLACE

      “And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of THIS WORLD marry, and are given in marriage:

      “But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain THAT WORLD, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage.”                Luke 20:34,35

These statements by Christ are plain – the residence of God – heaven – “THAT WORLD”  is obviously another planet as is “THIS WORLD.”  The two compare in similarity – they are both real places.

  In the Lord’s prayer – Jesus taught us to pray – and in that prayer we are taught to address our heavenly Father thus:  

  “OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN….”   Matthew 6:9   This statement is clear – God the Father dwells in heaven.

                                  MONDAY SEPTEMBER 30

                                           THRONE ROOM

  In our study of the sanctuary we must be anchored to the plain statements in inspiration that describe this subject.  We must not be swayed by the doubts or  the undermining insinuations from anyone – no matter what their claimed academic status may be.  God will by His Spirit - give us the proper understanding of this

subject.  Note the following:
  “The Spirit of truth has a refining elevating, heavenly influence upon mind and character. We are to study the mind of Christ, and to receive the truth as it is in Jesus.  We are to watch and pray, to consult the living oracles of God. When any lust takes possession of the mind in any way or to any degree and there is a yielding to fleshly desires, we lose the image of Christ in spirit and character.  

THE WORK IN THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY BECOMES OBSCURE TO THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO ARE CONTROLLED BY THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE EVIL ONE, and they engage in side issues to gratify their own selfish purposes, and their true moral standing is determined by their works.” 

R&H January 21, 1890

The subject of the throne of God is very fascinating!  Especially how it relates to us here on earth, how we may approach God’s throne and be connected with it.

Please simply note the following statements:

“Looking upward by faith (those being burned at the stake), they saw Christ and angels leaning over the battlements of heaven, gazing upon them with the deepest interest and regarding their steadfastness with approval. A VOICE CAME DOWN TO THEM FROM THE THRONE OF GOD: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” Revelation 2:10

And again of Luther who with awe was reading the Bible for the first time:

  “With mingled awe and wonder he turned the sacred pages; with quickened pulse and throbbing heart he read for himself the words of life, pausing now and then to exclaim: “O that God would give me such a book for myself!”…. ANGELS OF HEAVEN WERE BY HIS SIDE, AND RAYS OF LIGHT FROM THE THRONE OF GOD revealed the treasures of truth to his understanding.”  GC 122
“Through various agencies, divine and human, He is seeking to save. HE IS ACTUALLY STOOPING FROM HIS THRONE AND OBSERVING THE MOVEMENTS OF EVERY LIVING BEING, and in His books are recorded every transaction; and through heavenly agencies He is lifting up the oppressed and  pointing the way before every soul, - the way to reach the mansions above.”

1888 materials p. 711

                                          TUESDAY OCTOBER 1

                                          WORSHIP IN HEAVEN

In this section we are looking at Revelation Chapters 4 and 5.  It is the view of this compiler that these chapters depict both apartments of the heavenly sanctuary.  In chapter 4 is presented to us the first apartment of the heavenly sanctuary and in chapter 5  is presented to us the second apartment of the heavenly sanctuary.  The reasons for this conclusion I will present as follows:

In chapter 4 John is given a view of heaven and in verse 5 he states:

  “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.”      This is very obviously a first apartment scene:
  “As in vision the apostle John was granted a view of the temple of God in heaven, he beheld there “seven lamps of fire burning before the throne.”  He saw an angel 

“having a golden censer: an there was given unto Him much incense, that He should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.” Revelation 4:5;  8:3.  HERE THE PROPHET WAS PERMITTED TO BEHOLD THE FIRST APARTMENT OF THE SANCTUARY IN HEVEN……”

P.P. p. 356

Now let us look at Chapter 5.   We will also make some comparisons with Daniel chapter 7 to help us understand.

In Revelation 5 John  sees the Lamb - who is Christ - approach the throne of the Father.   In Daniel 7 Christ is shown coming to the Father in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary:
  “And He (the Lamb) came and took the book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the throne.”  Rev. 5:7

  “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought Him (Christ) near before Him (the Father).”  Daniel 7:13
In Revelation 5 the number of angels is given: “…and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands….”   Verse 11
In Daniel 7 it says:  “…thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him…”  verse 10

Also in the book Christ’s Object Lessons page 294 we are told:

  “Thus the Jewish leaders made their choice. Their decision was registered in the book which John saw in the hand of Him that sat upon the throne, the book which no man could open.  In all its vindictiveness this decision will appear before them in the day when this book is unsealed by the Lion of the tribe of Judah.”

 In Testimonies for the Church volume 9 page 267 we are told:

  “THE FIFTH CHAPTER OF REVELATION NEEDS TO BE CLOSELY STUDIED.  IT IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THOSE WHO SHALL ACT A PART IN THE WORK OF GOD FOR THESE LAST DAYS.  There are some who are deceived. They do not realize what is coming on the earth.  Those who have permitted their minds to become beclouded in regard to what constitutes sin are fearfully deceived. Unless they make a decided change they will be found wanting WHEN GOD PRONOUNCES JUDGEMENT upon the children of men.  They have transgressed the law and broken the everlasting covenant, and they will receive according to their works.”  

                                  WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 2

                                            COURT ROOM

The first angels message is “Fear God and give glory to Him for the hour of His judgment is come.”   Romans 14:10 says:  “…For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”  It has been said that the subject of the judgment is mentioned by every one of the writers of the Bible and is mentioned just about a thousand times!  It is one of the subjects that requires our earnest and reverent attention.

                                                  THURSDAY OCTOBER 3

                                                   PLACE OF SALVATION

  The heavenly sanctuary is the place where our great high priest now intercedes for us.

Paul plainly states in the book of Hebrews that it is Christ’s intercession by which we are saved.

  “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  Hebrews 7:25
  “THE SANCTUARY IN HEAVEN IS THE VERY CENTER OF CHRIST’S WORK IN BEHALF OF MEN. IT CONCERNS EVERY SOUL LIVING UPON THE EARTH.”

GC 488

  “THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST IN MAN’S BEHALF IN THE SANCTUARY ABOVE IS AS ESSENTIAL TO THE PLAN OF SALVATION AS WAS HIS DEATH UPON THE CROSS.”  GC 489

God bless you my dear friend in the largest way as you study with a deep hunger this wonderful subject this 4th quarter of 2013!

All emphasis supplied.

Compiled by Elder Kent Millard

