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                                                SACRFICES
                             SABBATH AFTERNOON OCTOBER 12
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”    Romans 12:1, 2

Please read the following comment very carefully:
  “In the life of Christ, everything was made subordinate to His work, the great work of redemption which He came to accomplish.  And the same devotion, the same self-denial and sacrifice, the same subjection to the claims of the word of God, is to be manifest in His disciples.

  EVERY ONE WHO ACCEPTS CHRIST AS HIS PERSONAL SAVIOUR WILL LONG FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF SERVING GOD.    Contemplating what heaven has done for him, his heart is moved with boundless love and adoring gratitude. He is eager to signalize his gratitude by devoting his abilities to God’s service. He longs to show his love for Christ and for His purchased possession. HE COVETS toil, hardship, SACRIFICE.

   THE TRUE WORKER FOR GOD WILL DO HIS BEST, BECAUSE IN SO DOING HE CAN GLORIFY HIS MASTER. He will do right in order to regard the requirements of God. He will endeavor to improve all his faculties. He will perform every duty as unto God. His one desire will be that Christ may receive homage and perfect service.
  THERE IS A PICTURE representing a bullock standing between a plow and an altar, with the inscription, “READY FOR EITHER,”  ready to toil in the furrow or to be offered on the altar of sacrifice. THIS IS THE POSITION OF THE TRUE CHILD OF GOD – WILLING TO GO WHERE DUTY CALLS, TO DENY SELF, TO SACRIFICE FOR THE REDEEMER’S CAUSE.”  Ministry of Healing p. 502

                                     SUNDAY OCTOBER 13                                        

                                     THE FIRST SACRIFICE

The first sacrifice that Adam and Eve offered - and all subsequent sacrifices were an object lesson and symbol of the great and infinite sacrifice that Christ offered upon the cross – when He paid the infinite price of suffering and death by laying down His own life.  Now notice these very interesting points:
  “Was the human nature of the Son of Mary changed into the divine nature of the Son of God?  No; THE TWO NATURES WERE MYSTERIOUSLY BLENDED IN ONE PERSON – the man Christ Jesus. In Him dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. WHEN CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED, it was His human nature that died. DEITY DID NOT SINK AND DIE; that would have been impossible.”   7A BC page 233

  “In Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” MEN NEED TO UNDERSTAND THAT DEITY SUFFERED AND SANK UNDER THE AGONIES OF CALVARY.”   7A BC p. 351

  May God help us to contemplate and understand and ponder more and more this amazing love and suffering for us!  What love shown!  What motivation to live for Christ!

  “The love of Christ,” said Paul, “constraineth  us.” 2 Corinthians 5:14.  This was the actuating principle of his conduct; it was his motive power.  

IF EVER HIS ARDOR IN THE PATH OF DUTY FLAGGED FOR A MOMENT, ONE GLANCE AT THE CROSS CAUSED HIM TO GIRD UP ANEW THE LOINS OF HIS MIND AND PRESS FORWARD IN THE WAY OF SELF- DENIAL. In his labors for his brethren he relied much upon the manifestation of INFINITE LOVE in the sacrifice of Christ, with its subduing, constraining power.”  MH page 500

  “Said the angel, “Think ye that the Father yielded up His dearly beloved Son without a struggle? No, no.”  It was even a struggle with the God of heaven, whether to let guilty man perish, or to give His darling Son to die for them.”                                                           Early Writings page 127

                                     MONDAY OCTOBER 14

                                     TYPES OF OFFERINGS

    One of the main concepts in - sacrifice is - giving up something supremely precious – and at times even life itself – out of love to others for a completely unselfish reason – to gain for others a result that is so much needed.  The amazing thing is that the one who – gives – ultimately – gains a very great result. See how Jesus has expressed this in John chapter 12.
  “And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.

  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.”  John 12:24, 25

Let us list here some of the results that the life and sacrifice of Christ will gain for all eternity:

1) Many millions of saved and redeemed souls who will live forever and forever and have a life that measures with the life of God.               See Revelation 7:9

2) An entire massive universe of beings who will be forever secured from any further intrusion of sin – sin will never occur again – never.      See Nahum 1:9

3) A great company of redeemed persons who have not only been saved from sin – but are now – because of the blood of Christ closer to God than if they had never fallen. 
     
      “By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than the recovery from the ruin wrought through sin. It was Satan’s purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man; BUT IN CHRIST WE BECOME MORE CLOSELY UNITED TO GOD THAN IF WE HAD NEVER FALLEN.”  Desire of Ages page 25

4) The Father and Christ because of undertaking this amazing venture – even as both infinite beings – now have a closer relation than ever  before:
  “Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again.” THAT IS, MY FATHER HAS SO LOVED YOU, THAT HE EVEN LOVES ME MORE FOR GIVING MY LIFE TO REDEEM YOU.  In becoming your substitute and surety, by surrendering My life, by taking your liabilities, your transgressions, I AM ENDEARED TO MY FATHER.” Desire of Ages page 484
                                  TUESDAY OCTOBER 15

                                  SACRIFICE AT MORIAH

“The sacrifice required of Abraham was not alone for his own good, nor soley for the benefit of succeeding generations; but it was also for the instruction of the sinless intelligences of heaven and of other worlds. The field of the controversy between Christ and Satan – the field on which the plan of redemption is wrought out - is the lesson book of the universe. Because Abraham had shown a lack of faith in God’s promises, Satan had accused him before the angels and before God of having failed to comply with the conditions of the covenant, and as unworthy of its blessings. God desired to prove the loyalty of His servant before all heaven, to demonstrate that nothing less than perfect obedience can be accepted, and to open more fully before them the plan of salvation.
  Heavenly beings were witnesses of the scene as the faith of Abraham and the submission of Isaac were tested. The trial was far more severe than that which had been brought upon Adam.  Compliance with the prohibition laid upon our first parents involved no suffering, but the command to Abraham demanded the most agonizing sacrifice.  All heaven beheld with wonder and admiration Abraham’s unfaltering obedience.  All heaven applauded his fidelity. Satan’s accusations were shown to be false.  God declared to His servant, “Now I know that thou fearest God (notwithstanding Satan’s charges), seeing thou has not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.” God’s covenant, confirmed to Abraham by an oath before the intelligences of other worlds, testified that obedience will be rewarded.
 It had been difficult even for the angels to grasp the mystery of redemption – to comprehend that the Commander of heaven, the Son of God, must die for guilty man. When the command was given to Abraham to offer up his son, the interest of all heavenly beings was enlisted. With intense earnestness they watched each step in the fulfillment of this command.  When to Isaac’s question, “Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham made answer, “God will provide Himself a lamb;” and when the father’s hand was stayed as he was about to slay his son, and the ram which God had provided was offered in the place of Isaac – then light was shed upon the mystery of redemption, and even the angels understood more clearly the wonderful provision that God had made for man’s salvation.” 1 Peter 1:12

                           WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 16

                                     LIFE FOR LIFE

  The blood of the animals sacrificed in the Old Testament sanctuary service typified or represented the blood of Christ that was to be poured out on the cross as the purchase price for the souls of each person ever born into this world.  This is an absolutely amazing reality – that God the Father would give up His Son – who equal to Himself – would pay the purchase price of suffering and death upon the cross.

  In the following statement light is shed on this amazing fact:

  “He who dwells in the heavenly sanctuary judges righteously.  His pleasure is more in His people, struggling with temptation in a world of sin, than in the host of angels that surround His throne.

  IN THIS SPECK OF A WORLD THE WHOLE HEAVENLY UNIVERSE MANIFESTS THE GREATEST INTEREST, FOR CHRIST HAS PAID AN INFINITE PRICE FOR THE SOULS OF ITS INHABITANTS.”  C.O.L. page 176

                               THURSDAY OCTOBER 17

                   SACRIFICES TODAY – A LIVING SACRIFICE

In Romans 12:1 we are commanded to present our bodies a “living sacrifice” to God.  Out of love to us God is calling us to a life of discipline and self denial of appetite and passion for our own very great benefit.  In contrast the world follows the path of least resistance and inclination and follows pleasure as a priority.  The result is damage to body and mind, sickness, disease and premature death. God simply asks us to deny sinful and merely selfish inclinations for the immense benefit of a much greater good – the exquisite improvement of mind body and soul.

  “Those who are sons of God will represent Christ in character.  Their works will be perfumed by the infinite tenderness, compassion, love, and purity of the Son of God.  AND THE MORE COMPLETELY MIND AND BODY ARE YIELDED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE GREATER WILL BE THE FRAGRANCE OF OUR OFFERING TO HIM.” 

                                                                               BC 7A page 353

  “God brought the Israelites from Egypt, that He might establish them in the land of Canaan, a pure, holy, and happy people. In the accomplishment of this object He subjected them to a course of discipline, both for their own good and for the good of their posterity.  HAD THEY BEEN WILLING TO DENY APPETITE, IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS WISE RESTRICIONS, FEEBLENESS AND DISEASE WOULD HAVE BEEN UNKNOWN AMONG THEM.  Their descendants would have possessed both physical and mental strength. THEY WOULD HAVE HAD CLEAR PERCEPTIONS OF TRUTH AND DUTY, KEEN DISCRIMINATION, AND SOUND JUDGMENT. But their unwillingness to submit to the restrictions and requirements of God, prevented them, to a great extent, FROM REACHING THE HIGH STANDARD WHICH HE DESIRED THEM TO ATTAIN, and from receiving the blessings which He was ready to bestow upon them.”

                                                     Patriarchs and Prophets page 378

                                  FRIDAY OCTOBER 18

                                       FURTHER STUDY

We have seen in this lesson the amazing plan that God has worked out to save us at infinite cost to Himself.  As we look continually to the cross of  Christ may it be our most determined focus to co-operate with this plan and glorify our Creator who has done so much for us!

  Courage to you fellow pilgrim as you press on towards the kingdom of heaven.  God bless you!
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