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                          OUR PROPHETICE MESSAGE

                       SABBATH AFTERNOON DECEMBER 7

“And I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”  Revelation 14:6, 7

The Seventh-day Adventist movement was raised up by God in the 19th century and it was composed of individuals from various denominations who were guided by the Spirit of God in the study of prophecy and the conviction that the end of all things in this world’s history would soon culminate in the second coming of Christ to gather His people into His eternal kingdom. The Seventh-day Adventist message is profoundly Biblical and deeply prophetic. The interesting details of its rise and growth are featured in books such as:  The Great Controversy - by E.G. White,   The Rise and Progress Of The Advent Movement - by J.N. Loughborough,   Life Incidents - by James White,  Tell It To The World - by C. Mervyn Maxwell and many others.  
God has always had His messengers to proclaim His message.  Enoch forewarned the world of coming punishment because of their sins and preached to them the great love of God and plead with them to repent.  Noah preached a powerful message to the people of His day.  John the Baptist came as the forerunner of  Christ and preached to his generation that the Messiah had come. IN BOTH THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST – EACH OF THEM POINTED TO BIBLE PROPHECY TO VALIDATE THE AUTHORITY OF THEIR MESSAGE – AND TO PROVE THAT THEY WERE THE FULFILLMENT OF CERTAIN PROPHECIES. When John the Baptist was challenged as to his right to preach – and who he was - he stood firmly to the position that his ministry was the direct fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy: “Then said they unto him, Who art thou? That we may give an answer to them that sent us, What sayest thou of thyself?  He said,

I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”  John 1:22, 23.  Again when Jesus came preaching He said: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”  Mark 1:15 Then another time when preaching in the synagogue at Nazareth He read from Isaiah chapter 61 and after doing so He stated: “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”   Luke 4:21  
NOTICE:  both Christ and John the Baptist pointed to Bible prophecy to prove the certainty and identity of their message as ordained of heaven.  

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS ARE THE ONLY CHRISTIAN GROUP IN THE WORLD WHO LIKE CHRIST AND JOHN THE BAPTIST CAN SHOW THE PROPHETIC AUTHORITY FOR THEIR MISSION.  They are the three angels messages of Revelation 14 – they are the repairers of the breach in Isaiah 58 – they are the remnant of Revelation 12:17 – they are the last day movement of Revelation 10 that was to go through a terrible disappointment – and after that who have been commanded to “prophecy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” Rev. 10:11

                                        SUNDAY DECEMBER 8

                                    TIME OF DISAPPOINTMENT

It is true that the Adventist’s experienced a bitter disappointment because of their misunderstanding of the meaning of the sanctuary – but this disappointment was prophesied before it happened – see Revelation chapter 10: 9, 10.  God promised His people through the prophecy of Habakkuk – in a passage that is clearly an explanation of Daniel 8:14-19 that: 

“For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but AT THE END IT SHALL SPEAK, AND NOT LIE: though it tarry wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”  Habakkuk 2:3

As Gabriel told Daniel: “ AND THE VISION OF THE EVENING AND THE MORNING WHICH WAS TOLD IS TRUE: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.”  Daniel 8:26

“In like manner Miller and his associates fulfilled prophecy and gave a message which Inspiration had foretold should be given to the world, but which they could not have given had they fully understood the prophecies pointing out their disappointment, and presenting another message to be preached to all nations before the Lord should come. The first and second angels' messages were given at the right time and accomplished the work which God designed to accomplish by them.  
     The world had been looking on, expecting that if the time passed and Christ did not appear, the whole system of Adventism would be given up. But while many, under strong temptation, yielded their faith, there were some who stood firm. The fruits of the advent movement, the spirit of humility and heart searching, of renouncing of the world and reformation of life, which had attended the work, testified that it was of God. They dared not deny that the power of the Holy Spirit had witnessed to the preaching of the second advent, and they could detect no error in their reckoning of the prophetic periods.  THE ABLEST OF THEIR OPPONENTS HAD NOT SUCCEDED IN OVERTHROWING THEIR SYSTEM OF PROPHETIC INTERPRETATION. They could not consent, without Bible evidence, to renounce positions which had been reached through earnest, prayerful study of the Scriptures, by minds enlightened 

by the Spirit of God and hearts burning with its living power; positions which had withstood the most searching criticisms and the most bitter opposition of popular religious teachers and worldly-wise men, and which had stood firm against the combined forces of learning and eloquence, and the taunts and revilings alike of the honorable and the base.  

     True, there had been a failure as to the expected event, but even this could not shake their faith in the word of God.”  G.C. 405-406
                                    MONDAY DECEMBER 9

                                              FEAR GOD!

This subject in Scripture needs to be properly and carefully approached.  We must not on the one hand minimize what it really means to fear God nor on the other hand to devise a misconception of God which will pervert our perception of Him and His true character of love and His longing that we love and trust Him fully.  We can in this section make only a few points.  I trust that they will help. In the book Desire of Ages we are told:
“Sin originated in self-seeking.  Lucifer, the covering cherub, desired to be first in heaven.  He sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw them away from their Creator, and to win their homage to himself.  Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for self–exaltation.  WITH HIS OWN EVIL CHARACTERISTICS HE SOUGHT TO INVEST THE LOVING CREATOR.  Thus he deceived angels. Thus he deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust His goodness. BECAUSE GOD IS A GOD OF JUSTICE AND TERRIBLE MAJESTY, SATAN CAUSED THEM TO LOOK UPON HIM AS SEVERE AND UNFORGIVING.”  D.A.  21-22

You will notice in the above statement that Satan seeks to pervert the senses of men and to lead them to consider God as having the same type of evil character that Satan himself possesses. 

“…Satan has misrepresented the character of God.  Our good and gracious Lord has been presented before the people clothed with the attributes of Satan…”  1888 Materials, p. 386

The three angels’ messages give the final call to the world to “FEAR GOD.”

Those who worship the beast and his image will receive of the wine of the wrath of God which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation.  When Christ comes the wicked will cry out to the mountains and rocks:  “Fall on us, and hide us from the face of  Him that sitteth on throne,  AND FROM THE WRATH OF THE LAMB:  For the great day of His (the Lamb’s) wrath is come: and who shall be able to stand?” 

                                                       Revelation 6:16, 17

IT IS NOT NORMAL FOR A LAMB TO BE ANGRY AND FILLED WITH WRATH.  Isaiah says that when God punishes the wicked “ He shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that He may do His work, His STRANGE WORK; and bring to pass His act, HIS STRANGE ACT.”  (Isa. 28:21) as the majority in the world refuse the last call of salvation and determine to worship the beast and its image they will receive the wrath of God in full force at the end. When probation closes the mercy of God will no longer be offered to those who trample underfoot the Son of God and who disobey His law. As the inspired apostle wrote: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”   It is well that we love our God deeply and fear Him with the greatest reverence and also that we fear to sin against Him – this is the proper balance.
                                      TUESDAY DECEMBER 10
                                   THE RAGE OF THE NATIONS

PLEASE READ THE ENTIRE CHAPTER IN THE BOOK – THE GREAT CONTROVERSY – THE TIME OF TROUBLE – here you will find very, very good material pertaining to this subject – I will simply quote one sentence here:

“GOD’S JUDGMENTS WILL BE VISITED UPON THOSE WHO ARE SEEKING TO OPPRESS AND DESTROY HIS PEOPLE.”   G.C. 627
                                   WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 11           

                                      WORSHIP THE CREATOR

“The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The observance of the false sabbath will be urged upon us. The contest will be between the commandments of God and the commandments of men. Those who have yielded step by step to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will then yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. At that time the gold will be separated from the dross. True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that we have admired for its brilliance will then go out in darkness. Those who have assumed the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's righteousness, will then appear in the shame of their own nakedness.  

     Among earth's inhabitants, scattered in every land, there are those who have not bowed the knee to Baal. Like the stars of heaven, which appear only at night, these faithful ones will shine forth when darkness covers the earth and gross darkness the people. In heathen Africa, in the Catholic lands of Europe and of South America, in China, in India, in the islands of the sea, and in all the dark corners of the earth, God has in reserve a firmament of chosen ones that will yet shine forth amidst the darkness, REVEALING CLEARLY TO AN APOSTATE WORLD THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF OBEDIENCE TO HIS LAW.”  P.K.  188 - 189           

In our preparation for the test of - keeping Saturday the seventh day of the week in obedience to God – in contrast with the worlds demand that we keep Sunday – the false Sabbath - of which there is no Scriptural authority at all -may we by the grace of God now have an experience with Christ in depending upon His righteousness and living out a life of obedience to His law and especially the Sabbath.  
                                         In Regards To The Sabbath

6 Testimonies p. 351 – “The Sabbath is a golden clasp that unites God and His people.”

Gen. 2:3 - It was instituted by God

Gen. 2:2, 3;  Ex. 20:11 - The Sabbath is a memorial of creation

Ex. 31:15 – God sanctified the Sabbath

Ex. 20: 11 – God hallowed the Sabbath

Ex. 23:12 – Considerate kindness was shown in appointing the Sabbath

Ex. 31:13;  Ezekiel 20:12, 20 – The Sabbath is a sign of God’s power to sanctify His people.

Heb. 4:4, 9 – The Sabbath is a type of the heavenly rest

                                      Christ and the Sabbath

Mark 2:28 – Christ is Lord of the Sabbath –  D.A. 288

Luke 4:16 – Jesus was accustomed to keep the Sabbath when He was on earth

Matt. 24:20 – Taught His disciples to pray that they might not break the Sabbath.  D.A. 630    
John 5:5-9  – Healed on the Sabbath day

Mark 3:1-5 – He taught that it was right to perform acts of mercy on the Sabbath day.  D.A. 286

Luke 16:13; Matt. 12:12 – The Saviour recognized the Sabbath law

Ex. 20:10 Deut. 5:14 Servants and cattle should be allowed to rest upon the Sabbath.

Lev. 23:3,  Ex. 20:10 – No manner of work is to be done on the Sabbath                           6T 354-356

Medical and health workers should only perform that which is absolutely essential for the care of the sick on the Sabbath – and if wages are earned for health work on the Sabbath they should not be kept for personal gain but should be put back into God’s work:

     “Physicians need to cultivate a spirit of self-denial and self-sacrifice. It may be necessary to devote even the hours of the holy Sabbath to the relief of suffering humanity. But the fee for such labor should be put into the treasury of the Lord, to be used for the worthy poor, who need medical skill but cannot afford to pay for it.”--Health, Philanthropic, and Medical Missionary Work, page 42;  MM 216.2
Neh. 13:19; Jer. 17:21 – No purchases are to be made. P.K. 667, 671

Neh. 13:19; Jer. 17:21 – No burdens are to be carried.  P.K. 411

Ex. 16:23 – Food prepared the day before the Sabbath – 6T 357; M.H. 307

Acts 16:13 – Divine worship celebrated on the Sabbath

Acts 13:14, 15, 42-44 – The word of God to be preached on the Sabbath – A.A. 229

Ex. 34:21 – A rush of work is no excuse for breaking the Sabbath P.P. 314

Amos 8:5 – Sabbath breaking is classed with false balances and short measures.

Neh. 13:22 – Saints observe the Sabbath

Ps. 118:24;  58:13 - Saints rejoice in the Sabbath

Neh. 13:15, 20, 21 - Testify against those who desecrate the Sabbath

Isa. 58:2-6 – There is a blessing in keeping the Sabbath.  P.P. 48

Isa. 66:22, 23 – The Sabbath will be kept throughout eternity

                                    The Wicked and the Sabbath

Lam. 1:7 -The wicked mock at the Sabbath

Isa. 56:2 – They pollute the Sabbath

Neh. 13:17 – They profane it. P.P. 113

Amos 8:5-7 – The wicked weary of the Sabbath

Ez. 22:26 – They hide their eyes from the Sabbath

Neh. 13:15 – They also bear burdens on the Sabbath

Neh. 10:31 – The wicked traffic on the Sabbath

Luke 13:14; John 9:16 – Sometimes they pretend to be zealous for it

                                   THURSDAY DECEMBER 12

                             THE  “PATIENCE” OF THE SAINTS

In Scripture patience means perseverance and never giving up.  Jesus said: “He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”  Matt. 24:13 Now as never before we need an experience with Christ that we may stand faithful to the end.
  “John the Baptist in his desert life was taught of God. He studied the revelations of God in nature. Under the guiding of the Divine Spirit, he studied the scrolls of the prophets. By day and by night, Christ was his study, his meditation, until mind and heart and soul were filled with the glorious vision.  {8T 331.4}  

     He looked upon the King in His beauty, and self was lost sight of. He beheld the majesty of holiness and knew himself to be inefficient and unworthy. It was God's message that he was to declare. It was in God's power and His righteousness that he was to stand. He was ready to go forth as Heaven’s messenger, unawed by the human, because he had looked upon the Divine. He could stand fearless in the presence of earthly monarchs because with trembling he had bowed before the King of kings.   

     With no elaborate arguments or finespun theories did John declare his message. Startling and stern, yet full of hope, his voice was heard from the wilderness: "Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Matthew 3:2. With a new, strange power it moved the people. The whole nation was stirred. Multitudes flocked to the wilderness.   

     Unlearned peasants and fishermen from the surrounding country; the Roman soldiers from the barracks of Herod; chieftains with their swords at their sides, ready to put down anything that might savor of rebellion; the avaricious taxgatherers from their toll booths; and from the Sanhedrin the phylacteried priests - all listened as if spellbound; and all, even the Pharisee, and the Sadducee, the cold, unimpressible scoffer, went away with the sneer silenced and cut to the heart with a sense of their sins. Herod in his palace heard the message, and the proud, sin-hardened ruler trembled at the call to repentance.    

     In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, such a work as that of John is to be done. God calls for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord. The message preceding the public ministry of Christ was: "Repent, publicans and sinners; repent, Pharisees and Sadducees; 'repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.' " As a people who believe in Christ's soon appearing, we have a message to bear-- "Prepare to meet thy God." Amos 4:12. Our message must be as direct as was the message of John. He rebuked kings for their iniquity. 

Notwithstanding that his life was imperiled, he did not hesitate to declare God's word. And our work in this age must be done as faithfully.   

   IN ORDER TO GIVE SUCH A MESSAGE AS JOHN GAVE, WE MUST HAVE A SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE LIKE HIS.  THE SAME WORK MUST BE WROUGHT IN US. We must behold God, and in beholding Him lose sight of self.    

     John had by nature the faults and weaknesses common to humanity; but the touch of divine love had transformed him. When, after Christ's ministry began, the disciples of John came to him with the complaint that all men were following the new Teacher, John showed how clearly he understood his relation to the Messiah, and how gladly he welcomed the One for whom he had prepared the way.  

     "A man can receive nothing," he said, "except it be given him from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before Him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease." John 3:27-30.  {8T 333.3}  

     Looking in faith to the Redeemer, John had risen to the height of self-abnegation. He sought not to attract men to himself, but to lift their thoughts higher and still higher, until they should rest upon the Lamb of God. He himself had been only a voice, a cry in the wilderness. Now with joy he accepted silence and obscurity, that the eyes of all might be turned to the Light of life. 
     Those who are true to their calling as messengers for God will not seek honor for themselves. Love for self will be swallowed up in love for Christ. They will recognize that it is their work to proclaim, as did John the Baptist: "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. They will lift up Jesus, and with Him humanity will be lifted up. "Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." Isaiah 57:15.   

     The soul of the prophet, emptied of self, was filled with the light of the Divine. In words that were almost a counterpart of the words of Christ Himself, he bore witness to the Saviour's glory. "He that cometh from above," he said, "is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: He that cometh from heaven is above all. . . . For He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him." John 3:31-34.   

     In this glory of Christ all His followers are to share. The Saviour could say: "I seek not Mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent Me." John 5:30." And," declared John, "the Father giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him." So with the followers of Christ. We can receive of heaven's light only as we are willing to be emptied of self. We can discern the character of God, and accept Christ by faith, only as we consent to the bringing into captivity of every thought to the obedience of Christ. TO ALL WHO DO THIS THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GIVEN WITHOUT MEASURE.”
                                                                      8 Testimonies 331-334

Compiled by Elder Kent Millard
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