                                ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL NOTES

                       FOR WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 8, 2014

                           DISCIPLING THE “ORDINARY”

The Bible says:  “And the common people heard Him gladly.” Mk. 12:37

Jesus greatest success was with the common people – the average and the ordinary. The emphasis this quarter is on discipling.  That is training - new converts - and even potential converts - to the faith by the words we speak to them and by the example we give them.  Jesus loves all men – they are all precious to him no matter who they are – because He died for them – and they are the purchase of His blood. We are told: 
“ The Lord is disappointed when His people place a low estimate upon themselves. He desires His chosen heritage to value themselves according to the price He has placed upon them. God wanted them, else He would not have sent His Son on such an expensive errand to redeem them. He has a use for them, and He is well pleased when they make the very highest demands upon Him, that they may glorify His name. They may expect large things if they have faith in His promises.”  DA 668

   “God wants us to help one another by a manifestation of sympathy and unselfish love. There are those who have inherited peculiar tempers and dispositions. They may be hard to deal with; but are we faultless? They are not to be discouraged. Their errors are not to be made common property. Christ pities and helps those who err in judgment.  HE HAS SUFFERED DEATH FOR EVERY MAN, AND BECAUSE OF THIS HE HAS A TOUCHING AND PROFOUND INTEREST IN EVERY MAN.” 9T 222  
                                     SUNDAY FEBRUARY 2

                                     HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

Jesus the infinite God became man and began His ministry and life in this world in very humble circumstances. One of the reasons He did this is to give us the example of how to come close to others – even those of  the more humble classes in society. The reason being that all have in the eyes of God infinite value and potential. WE NEVER KNOW HOW ONE may respond to our example and words. We must work in faith and expect results. Notice again what the book Desire Of Ages has to say about the common people:
“Jesus chose unlearned fishermen because they had not been schooled in the traditions and erroneous customs of their time. They were men of native ability, and they were humble and teachable,--men whom He could educate for His work. IN THE COMMON WALKS OF LIFE THERE IS MANY A MAN patiently treading the round of daily toil,  UNCONSCIOUS THAT HE POSSESSES POWERS WHICH, IF CALLED INTO ACTION, would raise him to an equality with the world's most honored men. The touch of a skillful hand is needed to arouse those dormant faculties. It was such men that Jesus called to be His colaborers; and He gave them the advantage of association with Himself. Never had the world's great men such a teacher. When the disciples came forth from the Saviour's training, they were no longer ignorant and uncultured. They had become like Him in mind and character, and men took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus.”  DA 250  
                                     MONDAY FEBRUARY 3

                             TRANSFORMING THE “COMMON”

One of the greatest examples of a Christian who influenced and discipled so many for good and the kingdom of heaven is John Wesley. Some of his life story is presented in the book Great Controversy and it is fascinating.  He was a man of great discipline and great faith. Notice briefly the statement from the book Great Controversy and the list of guiding questions that he and his – holy club – members would ask themselves on a daily basis.
“'They that be whole,' as our Lord Himself observes, 'need not a physician, but they that are sick.' It is absurd, therefore, to offer a physician to them that are whole, or that at least imagine themselves so to be. You are first to convince them that they are sick; otherwise they will not thank you for your labor. It is equally absurd to offer Christ to them whose heart is whole, having never yet been broken."--Ibid., sermon 35.  GC 264  

     Thus while preaching the gospel of the grace of God, Wesley, like his Master, sought to "magnify the law, and make it honorable."  FAITHFULLY DID HE ACCOMPLISH THE WORK GIVEN HIM OF GOD, AND GLORIOUS WERE THE RESULTS WHICH HE WAS PERMITTED TO BEHOLD. At the close of his long life of more than fourscore years--above half a century spent in itinerant ministry--his avowed adherents numbered more than half a million souls. But the multitude that through his labors had been lifted from the ruin and degradation of sin to a higher and a purer life, and the number who by his teaching had attained to a deeper and richer experience, will never be known till the whole family of the redeemed shall be gathered into the kingdom of God. HIS LIFE PRESENTS A LESSON OF PRICELESS WORTH TO EVERY CHRISTIAN. Would that the faith and humility, the untiring zeal, self-sacrifice, and devotion of this servant of Christ might be reflected in the churches of today! GC 264 
22 SELF-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ASKED DAILY BY JOHN   WESLEY AND MEMBERS OF HIS HOLY CLUB

1. Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the impression that I am better than I really am? In other words, am I a hypocrite?

2. Am I honest in all my acts and words, or do I exaggerate?

3. Do I confidentially pass on to others what has been said to me in confidence?

4. Can I be trusted?

5. Am I a slave to dress, friends, work or habits?

6. Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying?

7. Did the Bible live in me today?

8. Do I give the Bible time to speak to me every day?

9. Am I enjoying prayer?

10. When did I last speak to someone else of my faith?

11. Do I pray about the money I spend?

12. Do I get to bed on time and get up on time?

13. Do I disobey God in anything?

14. Do I insist upon doing something about which my conscience is uneasy?

15. Am I defeated in any part of my life?

16. Am I jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy or distrustful?

17. How do I spend my spare time?

18. Am I proud?

19. Do I thank God that I am not as other people, especially as the Pharisees who despised the publican?

20. Is there anyone whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, hold a resentment toward or disregard? If so, what am I doing about it?

21. Do I grumble or complain constantly?

22. Is Christ real to me?

                                          WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY  5

                                      HEAVENLY EVALUATION

As was stated above – all persons are precious to God, men, women, children, rich, poor and those of every nation, religion, kindred, tribe and race. God is seeking all as candidates for His kingdom.  We are to have the mind of Christ and the same intense desire to help all those that we can.  May God deliver us from all prejudice and unchristian perspective against those who are different from ourselves.  May God grant that we all have the mind of Christ.

God is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  2 Peter 3:9

                                       THURSDAY FEBRUARY 6
                                         A CLASSLESS SOCIETY

The world has a value system that puts men women and children and those of different nationalities in various categories of importance.  Christians do not accept this standard but view all men as precious in God eyes.

However in the kingdom of heaven there is a distinction recognized:

Consider the following:


And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.  

 
But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.   Matthew 20:24-28
“In the kingdom of God, POSITION is not gained through favoritism. It is not earned, nor is it received through an arbitrary bestowal. It IS THE RESULT OF CHARACTER. The crown and the throne are the tokens of a condition attained--tokens of self-conquest through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.    

     Long afterward, when John had been brought into sympathy with Christ through the fellowship of His sufferings, the Lord Jesus revealed to him what is the condition of nearness to His kingdom. "To him that overcometh," Christ said, "will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne." Revelation 3:21. The one who stands nearest to Christ will be he who has drunk most deeply of His spirit of self-sacrificing love,--love that "vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, . . . seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil" (1 Corinthians 13:4, 5),--love that moves the disciple, as it moved our Lord, to give all, to live and labor and sacrifice even unto death, for the saving of humanity. AA 543 
Dear Fellow Christian,

May God use you to follow these principles of life and to win many for His eternal kingdom.  Jesus is coming soon.  Be of good courage and give His service your very best!

All emphasis supplied
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