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                    THE HARVEST AND THE HARVESTERS

Again we have the privilege of examining a most important subject: the immense harvest of souls to be reached; and the need that heaven has of faithful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ who will do all that they can to reach the lost. In the standard quarterly it states:

“Whenever hype and publicity take precedence over spiritual growth, the results are shallowness and spiritual sterility. Whenever proselytizing displaces repentance, conversion, and spiritual transformation, the mission falters. Training leaders to conduct membership drives, media blitzes, and public relations campaigns instead of preparing them for spiritual warfare is courting disaster. True evangelism and disciple making are centered around
1) the acknowledgment of our sinfulness, 2) genuine heartfelt contrition, 3) unreserved spiritual surrender, and 4) the irrepressible compulsion to disseminate God’s divine message to others.”

                                 THE NEED FOR LABORERS

  In Wednesday’s lesson of the standard quarterly the featured text of Scripture is Matthew 9:36-38:
“BUT WHEN HE SAW THE MULTITUDES, HE WAS MOVED WITH COMPASSION ON THEM, BECAUSE THEY FAINTED, AND WERE SCATTERED ABROAD, AS SHEEP HAVING NO SHEPHERD. THEN SAITH HE UNTO HIS DISCIPLES,  -  THE HARVEST TRULY IS PLENTEOUS, BUT THE LABORERS ARE FEW; PRAY YE THEREFORE THE LORD OF THE HARVEST, THAT HE WILL SEND FORTH LABORURERS INTO HIS HARVEST.”  

This Scripture opens before our minds the immense harvest that is waiting to be gathered and the compelling need for workers in God’s cause. In 
1 Corinthians 3: 6 Paul wrote: “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.”  Through the process of saving souls – Gods witnesses are an extremely and important and vital part of the process.

Now notice another verse in the same chapter: “For we are labourers together with God…”  1 Corinthians 3:9  This phrase is quoted over 1,400 times in the writings of Ellen White!  And this is one of the foremost and compelling subjects that the Sprit of God has urged upon us – God is depending on human beings to co-operate with Him in the great work for the salvation of lost souls!  Please note the following:
“God depends on those who know the way to show it to others.”  5T 568
“We were brought into existence because we were needed.”  ST 4/22/1903
“CHRIST ACCEPTS, OH, SO GLADLY, EVERY HUMAN AGENCY THAT IS SURRENDERED TO HIM. He brings the human into union with the divine, that He may communicated to the world the mysteries of incarnate love. Talk it, pray it, sing it; proclaim abroad the message of His glory, and keep pressing onward to the regions beyond.”   MB 44
  “There is no line of work in which it is possible for the youth to receive greater benefit. All who engage in ministry are God's helping hand. They are co-workers with the angels; rather, they are the human agencies through whom the angels accomplish their mission. Angels speak through their voices, and work by their hands. And the human workers, co-operating with heavenly agencies, have the benefit of their education and experience. As a means of education, what "university course" can equal this?   

     With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish, how soon the message of a crucified, risen, and soon-coming Saviour might be carried to the whole world! How soon might the end come--the end of suffering and sorrow and sin!  ED 271
                           THE NEED TO PLANT THE SEED
           TO HAVE A HARVEST THE SEED MUST BE PLANTED!

Anyone who has ever planted a garden or an orchard or a crop of grain on a farm knows full well that there would never be a harvest if the seed is not sown! In spiritual matters one of the most powerful and extensive ways to plant the gospel seed is through the printed page.  Notice carefully the prophetic insight that has been given God’s people concerning the harvest of souls just before Jesus comes that will be the direct result of the literature and the printed page:
   “The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted their influence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands which have held them. Family connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord's side.”  GC 612  
Here are two ways that you can become excited and passionate about sharing our truth filled literature:

First: read the wonderful literature that God has given us!  Do not waste your time with TV and internet distractions or any other time waster.  Feed on the truths that have been given us in these wonderful books!  Notice:

“Oh, how much good would be accomplished if the books containing this light were read with a determination to carry out the principles they contain! There would be a thousandfold greater vigilance, a thousandfold more self-denial and resolute effort. And many more would now be rejoicing in the light of present truth.  CM 125 - 126  

Second:  share this precious literature with anyone who will accept it.  When handing them a book you can simply say:

“Here is a book that I just love – it will give you a lot of hope to read it!”

Keep persisting and the Lord will give you some very precious experiences 

that will be a wonderful encouragement as you keep pressing on!  

Remember God has said: 

“So shall my Word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”  Isaiah 55:11

The book Colporteur Ministry is such a moving appeal to get out this literature that we have.  I would urge all to read it.

“We are fast approaching the end. The printing and circulation of the books and papers that contain the truth for this time are to be our work.”  CM  5

  "The Great Controversy," Above Silver or Gold.-- The Great Controversy should be very widely circulated. It contains the story of the past, the present, and the future. In its outline of the closing scenes of this earth's history, it bears a powerful testimony in behalf of the truth. I am more anxious to see a wide circulation for this book than for any others I have written; for in The Great Controversy, the last message of warning to the world is given more distinctly than in any of my other books.--Letter 281, 1905.  CM 127
                                A GLORIOUS RESULT!

I these last days God will work wonderously!  Note again:
“Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord’s side.”   GC 612

                         Many Not in Our Ranks to Come to the Front.                                       “There are many souls to come out of the ranks of the world, out of the churches--even the Catholic Church--whose zeal will far exceed that of those who have stood in rank and file to proclaim the truth heretofore. For this reason the eleventh hour laborers will receive their penny. These will see the battle coming and will give the trumpet a certain sound. When the crisis is upon us, when the season of calamity shall come, they will come to the front, gird themselves with the whole armor of God, and exalt His law, adhere to the faith of Jesus, and maintain the cause of religious liberty which reformers defended with toil and for which they sacrificed their lives. . . .  3SM 386  
“These days of preparation were days of deep heart searching. The disciples felt their spiritual need and cried to the Lord for the holy unction that was to fit them for the work of soul saving. They did not ask for a blessing for themselves merely. They were weighted with the burden of the salvation of souls. They realized that the gospel was to be carried to the world, and they claimed the power that Christ had promised.”  AA 37
Press on fellow pilgrim and be of good courage!  We have our marching orders!
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