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Psalms 127:3 Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: [and] the fruit of the womb [is his] reward.
Psalms 127:4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so [are] children of the youth.

Today we continue to take a look at the challenges faced by our youth. They continually face an
enemy whose single purpose is to destroy. In Testimonies Vol 2, on page 439, you will find chapter
59, entitled “An Appeal to the Church.” That chapter begins with a description of the condition of
the remnant church about 146 years ago.
October 2, 1868, I was shown the state of God's professed people. Many of them were in great
darkness, yet seemed to be insensible of their true condition. The sensibilities of a large number
seemed to be benumbed in regard to spiritual and eternal things, while their minds seemed all
awake to their worldly interests. Many were cherishing idols in their hearts and were practicing
iniquity which separated them from God and caused them to be bodies of darkness. I saw but few
who stood in the light, having discernment and spirituality to discover these stumbling blocks and
remove them out of the way. Men who stand in very responsible positions at the heart of the work
are asleep. Satan has paralyzed them in order that his plans and devices may not be discerned,
while he is active to ensnare, deceive, and destroy. {2T 439.2}
Then she begins to describe the attitude of the leadership of the church in the same chapter, on page
440 and paragraph 1.
Some who occupy the position of watchmen to warn the people of danger have given up their
watch and recline at ease. They are unfaithful sentinels. They remain inactive, while their wily foe
enters the fort and works successfully by their side to tear down what God has commanded to be
built up. They see that Satan is deceiving the inexperienced and unsuspecting; yet they take it all
quietly, as though they had no special interest, as though these things did not concern them. They
apprehend no special danger; they see no cause to raise an alarm. To them everything seems to be
going well, and they see no necessity of raising the faithful, trumpet notes of warning which they
hear borne by the plain testimonies, to show the people their transgressions and the house of Israel
their sins. These reproofs and warnings disturb the quiet of these sleepy, ease-loving sentinels, and
they are not pleased. They say in heart, if not in words: "This is all uncalled for. It is too severe,
too harsh. These men are unnecessarily disturbed and excited, and seem unwilling to give us any
rest or quietude 'Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of
them.' They are not willing that we should have any comfort, peace, or happiness. It is active
labor, toil, and unceasing vigilance alone which will satisfy these unreasonable, hard-to-be-suited
watchmen. Why don't they prophesy smooth things, and cry: Peace, peace? Then everything
would move on smoothly." {2T 440.1}
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You would think that this is bad enough, but always, the example of the adult has a profound
impact upon the child. By the time she reaches page 460 and paragraph 1 the description of the
youth is given.
Satan controls the minds of the youth in general. Your daughters are not taught self-denial and
self-control. They are petted, and their pride is fostered. They are allowed to have their own way
until they become headstrong and self-willed, and you are put to your wit's end to know what
course to pursue to save them from ruin. Satan is leading them on to be a proverb in the mouth of
unbelievers because of their boldness, their lack of reserve and womanly modesty. The young
boys are likewise left to have their own way. They have scarcely entered their teens before they
are by the side of little girls of their own age, accompanying them home and making love to them.
And the parents are so completely in bondage through their own indulgence and mistaken love for
their children that they dare not pursue a decided course to make a change and restrain their toofast children in this fast age. {2T 460.1}
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